LISTENING FOR LENT
A husband was perplexed by his wife’s refusal to admit that
she had a hearing problem. He finally asked his physician,
“How can I get my wife to admit that she is hard of hearing?”
“l’ll tell you what to do” the doctor replied. “When you arrive
home from work, poke your head in the door and ask ‘What’s
for dinner?’ If she doesn’t answer, go into the living room and
ask the same question. If she doesn’t hear, go into the kitchen
and shout, and if she doesn’t hear that, speak right into her
ear and tell her what just happened. That should convince her
that she cannot hear.” “Great, that should work” said the
husband.
That evening he came home from work, opened the door and
hollered, “What’s for dinner honey?” There was no response,
neither was there a response from the living room. He went to
the doorway of the kitchen, sneaked up behind her and
shouted, “What’s for dinner?” At that point the wife turned
and shouted “For the fourth time, it’s chicken parm!”
Spring is not due for several weeks, but we do have Lent which
begins this week. Lent is closely associated with the transition
from Winter to Spring. It can also be a time of transition and
listening for us. Transition or change is not easy for most of
us. We grow accustomed to our routines and find it difficult to
adjust. The prime example is right here in our church.
Generally, we like to be seated in a certain place and like to
retain that position. We usually attend and participate in the
same mass. Thank God, coming to mass on a weekend has
become a routine part of our week. We plan our week and
organize the family and a change is not always welcome, but
during Lent we are asked to change some things.
First of all we are asked to listen and pay more attention to the
readings from Scripture each week. There may be certain
things or actions that we might change in our lives for the
better. On Ash Wednesday, we will hear the words “Turn
away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel”. This is a timely
reminder that if we listen to God’s Word in the Gospel, we will
truly be turned towards doing good. The Gospel of Ash
Wednesday reminds us to perform righteous acts. In other
words, that we might do something good or worthwhile for
others. This might entail helping a neighbor, visiting an aged
relative or showing concern for someone’s difficulty. We are
reminded in a special way to pray, not just by recitation of
words but by listening too. Finally, we are asked to fast and do
penance.
Early this past week, I asked the children in our school to do
three things for Lent . . . participate in Mass on Saturday
evening or Sunday, pray every day and read their Bibles. This
suggestion or invitation is open to everyone. The participation
in the Sunday Eucharist is the heart of the entire spiritual life.
It supports everything else. If commitment to Sunday Mass is
at the bottom of one’s list, a resolution to strengthen it is in
order. We might also ask ourselves if we look on the mass as a
command or an invitation. Do we just participate because of

obligation or out of love? Maybe we need to change our
perspective!
Daily prayer should be second on our list. Everyone is busy.
We seem to have more and more things to do, but we must
find even a few minutes for God. So how should we commit to
daily prayer? What times of the day are best for you?
Mornings? Evenings? Do you have a special place or time for
prayer? Some people designate a room for the purpose with
sacred images or pictures which invite prayer. I know a
woman in our parish that places a Bible or prayer book in
different rooms as a reminder. Is your family comfortable with
prayer? Lent would be a good time to reinstitute prayer in
your home and you can figure out a time and a place.
Fasting means consuming less or sometimes nothing for the
purpose of self-discipline. We all need it. Abstinence means
avoiding a certain kind of thing like television or the internet.
Both practices are hallmarks of Lent and they may be applied
to a wide variety of things. Fasting and abstinence may be
frowned on today, but they have proven their worth through
the ages. They discipline the body to rely less on things of the
world. They create within us clear-headed dependence of
God, whose love fulfills every need. Fasting from food affects
the whole body and shapes the human spirit. Think of how to
take better care of your body described in last Sunday’s Gospel
as “a Temple of the Holy Spirit”. It may be time to lock the
liquor cabinet, clip shut the bag of chips, tape closed the
chocolates and purge the freezer of frozen treats. Have an
appetite for the time when most of the family can be together
for a meal. It may be time to fast from nicotine, alcohol or
gambling and conforming to the norms of your faith.
We generally think of almsgivings as a financial contribution,
but just as important is giving of our time and talents as well as
treasure. Maybe you might volunteer for something in our
church or community. Always remember that neglected
relative! Can you extend a hand of welcome to a newcomer in
your neighborhood or Church? Can you contact those in public
office and make your conscience heard on behalf of the needy
or unborn? Our time and talent can make a difference and
think of all the other people who are doing the same. May we
be good listeners and doers. Lent is a challenge for all of us,
but if each one of us did something, however small, we will all
be the beneficiaries. Have a truly spiritual and fulfilling Lent.

Father Kevin

PRAYER TIME
WE REMEMBER, WE CELEBRATE, WE BELIEVE
INTRODUCTION TO OUR PARISH LENTEN RETREAT
Ash Wednesday, March 1, 2017 marks the start of our journey
of Lent. Throughout the season of Lent and culminating in our
Easter celebration we offer a Parish Retreat titled Prayer Time:
We Remember, We Celebrate, We Believe. You are invited to
join us as we experience the Lord and love of each other more
fully. The Retreat will unfold in the weekend homilies,
liturgical music, bulletin reflections/stphilip.org, and
workshops.

ASH WEDNESDAY MARCH 1, 2017 SCHEDULE

Masses with Eucharist and distribution of ashes:
7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 12:00 PM & 7:00 PM
3:30 PM Prayer Service with distribution of ashes


THE MARK OF ASHES – THE SIGN OF THE CROSS
As you are marked with ashes in the sign of the cross reflect on
how in your heart, you are being called to this time of prayer.
 Touch your forehead
Remember God’s blessings in your life.
 Touch your heart
Celebrate God’s presence in you.
 Touch your left and right shoulders
Believe that you were created to receive and give love.
What are the gifts and blessings that the Lord has provided for
you?
What are the ways you experience God’s presence?
What thoughts words or deeds will you use to express your
love and service?

Season of Lent Opportunities
Renew your faith and your spiritual life for service and love for
one another.

Lenten Practices:

















Participating in weekly or even daily celebration of
the Eucharist is the most perfect prayer and Lenten
observance
Engage in the variety of opportunities for community
and private prayer and reflection in our Parish
Retreat, Prayer Time: We Remember, We Celebrate,
We Believe
Meditation Hours: Thursday, March 2nd, April 6th at
7 PM in Marian Hall
Spirituality Workshop: Tuesday, March 7th at 7 PM
in the Russo Room
Adoration/Benediction Hour: Tuesday, March 28th
7:00 PM in Church
WELCOME HOME: Sacrament of Reconciliation;
Mondays 7:00 to 8:30 PM
Saturdays 11:00 AM to 12 Noon
Saturday, April 8th 10:00 AM to 12 Noon in church
Stations of the Cross: Fridays 7:00 PM in Church
Living Stations of the Cross: April 7th
Lenten penance includes acts of self-denial as a tool
for mindfulness of God's bountiful gifts and presence
and/or an increase in charitable acts and works of
kindness.
Days of Fast and Abstinence: Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday are days of fast and abstinence when we
refrain from eating meat and have one full meal and
two lesser meals. All Fridays of Lent are days of
abstinence.
Lenten Bible Study: Seven week series begins
th
on Monday, February 27 at 11 AM in the Molloy
Center
CRS Rice Bowls which support Catholic Relief
Services and Catholic Charities Emergency Assistance

Service Programs are available in the vestibule of the
Church.
LAST YEAR’S PALMS MAY BE PLACED
IN THE PURPLE PALM BARRELL
IN THE CHURCH VESTIBULE

RCIA
Journey with Us - Discover the Keys to the Kingdom
th
Join us on Monday, February 27 at 7:00 PM
in the Russo Room as we journey with the Letters of Paul.
If you would like more information about RCIA, please call
Donna Scancarella at 973-779-6200. Make-up sessions will be
available

7TH ANNUAL ST. PATRICK DINNER DANCE
&
S ST. JOSEPH DESSERT TABLE

Saturday, March 11th at 7 PM
St. Philip Auditorium
(doors open 6:30 PM)

Traditional Irish Dinner
Beer, Wine, Soda, Coffee/Tea, Italian Desserts
Specialty drinks available for purchase
$40.00 per person
Entertainment by The Peter McKiernan Band
To purchase tickets, please send the following
 Your name
 Phone number
 Number of tickets requested
 Payment (check payable to St. Philip the Apostle)
To
St. Philip the Apostle Church
797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013
Attn: St. Patrick Tickets
**You will receive a call when your tickets are ready to be picked up
at the Parish Office**

This event sells out quickly so order your tickets early!
For more information call Donna @ 973-779-6200
Tickets will not be available at the door
You must be 21 years old or older to attend this event
ORELIGIOUS EDUCATION

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES SCHEDULE
Grades 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6: February 26, March 26
Grade 2: February 26, March 19, 26
Grades 7, 8: March 19
Confirmation Grade 9, 10: March 19
N YOUTH MINISTRY
Thurs 3/9 Youth Group in the Youth Room 7-9 PM
Our next SEARCH retreat weekend is March 30 – April 2. This
retreat experience is open to all 10th, 11th and 12th grade
students. Please contact Andrew ASAP if interested.

5:30 PM Fr. Joe
10:00 AM Fr. Kevin
8:00 PM Fr. Miguel 12:00 Noon Fr. Julio

ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL
The students at the Prep will be celebrating Dr. Seuss's
birthday and Read Across America on Friday March 3. Early
childhood will celebrate with Dr. Seuss's Green Eggs and Ham.
The 8th graders will participate in this monumental day with
the Preschool and Kindergarten classes by preparing five
different activities for the children to do, such as reading Dr.
Seuss books, crafts, and games. Read Across America is a
nationwide campaign to foster children's love of reading. "The
more that you read, the more things you will know. The more
that you learn the more places you'll go." - Dr. Seuss.
2017 TRICKY TRAY
St. Philip Prep Annual Tricky Tray
School Auditorium
797 Valley Rd., Clifton
Friday, March 24, 2017
Doors open at 5:30 PM
Tickets $15 per person
(includes 1 sheet of General Bidding Tickets)
Tickets on sale now!
See Karen Powers at the front desk in school lobby
from 8:30 AM – 12:30 PM Monday – Friday
or contact Carol Urquhart at 973-472-3523
No one under 18 permitted
BOY SCOUT PANCAKE BREAKFAST
The annual Boy Scout Troop 21 Pancake Breakfast will be held
in the auditorium on Sunday, February 26th from 8 AM to
Noon (last seating at 11:30 AM) Adults $10.00, seniors $8.00
and children (ages 4-11) $5.00. Children under 4 eat free with
an adult. Tickets can be purchased at the door. Please come to
enjoy pancakes, sausage, eggs, juice and coffee to support
Troop 21.

MINISTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS
COLUMBIETTES BLANKET MINISTRY
The blanket ministry will meet Thursday, March 2 and 16,
2017 at 9:45 AM in the Molloy Center. All crafters are
welcome! For questions or fabric/yarn donations, call Cathie
Murtha 973-471-1275.
PRIME TIMERS
rd
 Next meeting on Friday, March 3 2017 at 1:00 PM in
Marian Hall
 Meeting will feature a presentation by The Seeing Eye
from Morristown.
 Atlantic City trip to Resorts Casino on March 9th - $27.00
 Prime Timers open to any parishioner of St. Philip and
their friends age 50 and over. Guests may attend a
maximum of two meetings before joining.
WIDOW/WIDOWERS
 The Monday Night Group: February 27th, March 13th (in
th
left Conference Room), March 27 at 6:30 PM.

The New & Recently Bereaved Group: TUESDAY, March
7th & 21st at 7:00 PM.

PRIESTS’ SCHEDULE: MARCH 4/5, 2017

PRAY FOR

THE SICK:

Joan Hughes, Silvia Berardo, Lara Buell, Ryan G. Micale,
Jayce Mazza, Patsy Sinisi, Barbara Sikora, Margaret Sikora, Steve
Kuchta, Sister Beverly Aiazzone, Linda Brady, Gus Perez, Joseph
Villano, Marie Nattvo, Jennie Marto, Antoinette Van Setters,
Alexander Bancey, Josephine Pipitone, Zigrid Roman, Derrick Medeiros,
Maria Ligato, Philip Kutzenco, Susan Russell, Evelyn Wescott, Ana
Cabezas, Theresa Buhler, Annette Wanamaker, Daniel Marty, Alan
Graf, Jim Lacava, Natalie Pych, Catherine Jackson, Virgina Mascolo,
Christine Carpenter, Robert Wagner
THE DECEASED: Michael Fetchik, Paula Carnazza

PARISH GIVING
Total Sunday Collection: February 21, 2016
February 19, 2017
Envelopes
Cash
Online Giving Donations
Total
2ND COLLECTION: CHURCH IN CENTRAL AND
EASTERN EUROPE

$17,270.00
$12,468.00
$ 1,402.00
$ 4,923.00
$18,793.00
$ 2,507.00

EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Is 49:14-15; 1 Cor 4:1-5; Mt 6:24-34

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2017
8:00 All the People of the Parish
10:00 Frank Sabella
Mary Alfieri
Patricia Fitzgerald Nash
Katherine ”Kitty” Colca
12:00 Nikki Valle
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2017
7:00 Rudolph Pohle – 2nd Anniversary
9:00 Patricia Pellegrino
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2017
7:00 Anna Marie Grenda
9:00 Joanne M. Koval
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1, 2017 – ASH WEDNESDAY
7:00 Matthew Sinisi
9:00 Antonia B. Garcia
12:00N Frank & Patricia Cangelosi
7PM Reginia Pellegrino
THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 2017
7:00 Ann F. & Edward Sheridan, Sr. & Jr.
9:00 Helena Lichak, Sime Grbic
FRIDAY, MARCH 3, 2017
7:00 Sophie Niziol
9:00 Carol Fitz
SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 2017
9:00 Vittoria Masucci
5:30 Lorretta Pennella – 12th Anniversary
Marguerit A. Handzo
Richard Murray
SUNDAY, MARCH 5, 2017
8:00 Edward Kishel, Mary Becker
10:00 Agnes Grenda
Claire Jaeger
Roberto DeSomma

Matthew Sinisi
12:00 All the People of the Parish

