18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
THE EPIDEMIC OF GREED
In today’s Gospel (Luke 12:13-21), a large crowd is
gathered around Jesus. Someone tries to get Jesus to
settle a family dispute. He says, “Teacher, tell my brother
to share the inheritance with me.” Jesus declines and
warns the people against greed saying, “Take care to
guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s
life does not consist of possessions.” Jesus then tells them
a parable about a man who most of us would probably
admire.
The man in the parable is already wealthy. One particular
year, he has such an exceptional harvest that he is left
with a dilemma. He has a vast surplus that there is no
place to store it all. “What should I do?” he asks himself.
So, he makes the practical, conservative choice. He
decides to tear down his barns and build bigger ones.
Then, with all this security, he figures he will have so many
good things stored up for many years, that he can now
“rest, eat, drink, be merry!” He can retire and take it easy.
Isn’t this more or less the typical American dream? Make
enough money to provide for security and comfort in your
retirement years. By popular standards, this is a very wise
man.
By God’s standards, the rich man has it all wrong. In the
parable God says to him, “You fool, this night your life will
be demanded of you; and the things you have prepared,
to whom will they belong? Thus, will it be for all who store
up treasure for themselves but are not rich in what
matters to God.” The rich man’s attempt to provide
security for his future ends almost immediately in utter
futility. There are two obvious points here. First, it is
foolish to make decisions in the present that do not
realistically consider the possibilities of the future.
Second, it is foolish to make material prosperity one’s
main goal in life. This man has spent years amassing a
fortune, and suddenly it will do him no good whatsoever.
His life is over and all that he has will belong to someone
else.
In the rich man’s defense, it is natural for us to want the
security of being as prepared as possible for the future.
We wisely buy insurance on our homes and our cars. We
hold on to warranties. We put money aside for
unforeseen eventualities. We do all this as our means
allow. Without question there is a certain security in
possessing resources in advance of actually needing them.

However, it is of such obvious and practical importance
that it may gradually become our dominant or even our
exclusive concern. When this happens, we lose sight of
larger realities. In some of the most important areas of
our life this kind of security is not only inappropriate, but,
is impossible. Material wealth cannot secure our
relationships, our health, or our sense of life’s meaning.
Additionally, excessive concerns about material security
can easily become counter-productive.
Who is more miserable than a miser? Misers hoard all
they can for themselves with no concern at all for the
needs of others. Following his parable, Jesus talked with
his disciples about not being anxious about their lives and
not to worry about such things as food and clothing. He
encouraged them to seek God’s kingdom instead of their
own security. Quit striving, he said, after those things
everyone else is seeking. Your Father knows what you
need. Strive after God’s kingdom, and “these other things
will be given you besides.” (Luke 12:31)
Greed is nothing new. It has been with us since we were
created and is still going strong today. With social media,
shifts in cultural attitudes have become so pervasive that
they become almost invisible. What feeds the epidemic of
cheating and lying that infects every level of society? How
is it that we remain dissatisfied and restless, no matter
how much we have?
The answer is greed. It leads political figures, business
executives, and religious leaders into reckless acts of overreaching. Greed creates unhealthy stress and ruthless
competition in the workplace. It propels the expansion of
illegal drug use and generates scam artists who prey on
the elderly. Greed entices both young and old to line up
for lottery tickets against overwhelming odds and to take
other kinds of risks they would ordinarily not consider. It
is an infectious disease that touches all of us and has a
narcotic characteristic. It is addictive and more is never
enough. Greed’s deception is that it convinces its victim
that possessing more and more is the way to find
satisfaction. The obsessive nature of greed, however,
allows for no satisfaction. What can we do to escape its
domination? Is there an antidote to offset the destructive
power of greed?
The cure for greed is gratitude. Greed is thoroughly selforiented, repeatedly insisting, “I want!” In greed the
focus is on what I can get and possess for myself.
Gratitude on the other hand is focused less on oneself and
more on the source of life’s goodness and life’s gifts.
Biblical faith rests largely on gratitude. We know the One
from whom life, truth, and meaning come. How can we
not be grateful? In gratitude to God we can escape the
temptation of greed by doing what Jesus did and focus on
others!
Deacon Bob

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

REGISTRATION FOR CLASSES FOR 2019-2020
Online Registration for the 2019 Religious Education
Program is open. Please visit the website to register at
www.stphilip.org. We will no longer have paper
registration. Should you have any questions or concerns,
please contact the program office at 973-779-1439 or
www.reled@stphilip.org. For new families to the
Religious Education Program, please contact the Parish
Office at 973-779-6200 to confirm that you are registered
as a parishioner. All families must be registered
parishioners prior to entering the program.

VOLUNTEER CATECHISTS AND SUBSTITUTE CATECHISTS NEEDED
The success of the faith formation of our children is due,
in part, to the dedication of our volunteers. These
volunteers, who become Catechists, substitute Catechists
or classroom aides share their faith and love for Jesus
while teaching the youth of our parish as they grow in the
Faith. We are in need of volunteers for the upcoming
2019-2020 school year. We will provide you with the
training, tools and support to assist you in this Ministry. If
the Lord is calling you to be part of this ministry, please
contact us at 973-779-1439 or by email at
reled@stphilip.org.

MEDITATION HOUR
“Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted about
many things . . .”
Join us for prayer, guided meditation and reflection
August 8, 2019 at 7:00 PM in Church
MINISTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Next Summer meeting: Wednesday, August 21st
VFW Hall - Valley Rd. at 8:00 PM
12th Annual Golf Outing
The Knoll West Golf Course - Parsippany
Thursday, September 19, 2019 11:00 AM
For information and reservations, call Brian Kulesa at
973-418-0285

SPOUSAL BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT & MINISTRY
Next meetings: Tuesday, August 13th & 27th at 7:00 pm in
the Russo Room. Please contact Thalia Sanchez 862-2951688

WIDOW/WIDOWERS
Monday, August 12th at 6:00 pm in the Molloy Center.
Come for prayer, socialization and meeting new friends.

ST. PHILIP’S WOMEN’S CORNERSTONE RETREAT
Save the Date – November 15-16, 2019
Go Light Your World

PRAY FOR
THE SICK: Rose Lucignani, Antony Fernandes, Victoria Spadofora,
Michael Alban, Sr., Gary J. Arvardy, Judy Post, Marya Columbia,
Kyle Rodrigues, John Kassai
PARISH GIVING
Sunday Collection, July 29, 2018
Sunday Collection: July 28, 2019
Envelopes
Cash
Online giving donation
TOTAL

$19,147.00

Second Collection: Project Faith

$ 2,080.00

$11,080.00
$ 1,336.00
$ 5,195.00
$17,611.00

PRIESTS’ SCHEDULE: AUGUST 10 & 11, 2019
5:30 PM Fr. Matt
10:00 AM Fr. Joseph

8:00 AM Fr. Matt
12:00 N Fr. Joseph

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Eccl 1:2, 2:21-23; Col 3:1-5, 9-11; Lk 12:13-21

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4, 2019
8:00 Francis, Miriam & Kevin O’Brien
Debbie Rhodes
10:00 Anthony R. Lipari
Albert Piccolo
Catherine Manturi
Thomas Granatell
12:00 All the People of the Parish

MONDAY, AUGUST 5, 2019
9:00 Daniel J. Neczepir

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2019
9:00 Sisters Eileen & Jayne Kelly, PBJM

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2019
9:00 Margaret Barrett

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, 2019
9:00 Mary Shashaty

FRIDAY, AUGUST 9, 2019
9:00 Robert Jurich

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 2019
9:00 Rev. James Jurich

Maria Smyth
5:30 Gene Musto
Arthur Greco

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 2019
8:00 All the People of the Parish
10:00 Margaret & George Dikdan

Monique Tommaro
Pat “Jake” DiMartino
12:00 Alvera Dakak

