A CHILD IS BORN

CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF CHRIST

SAINT PHILIP THE APOSTLE PARISH
CLIFTON, NEW JERSEY



FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

My Dear Parishioners,

Today’s gospel is the only place in the New
Testament where we see Jesus as a teenager. It should not
surprise us, then, that in this passage we find the holy
family in turmoil. Now, | am not picking on teenagers.
Teenagers deserve our respect. It is hard being a teenager.
So many things are changing. There are new
expectations, new fears, new feelings, and oh so many
hormones! Many of us here wish that we were younger,
but few of us wish that we were fifteen. It is hard being a
teenager, and that is why the teenagers in our community
deserve our support and our love. Now having said that,
living in a house with a teenager can be challenging—
challenging for both parent and child. On both sides it is
difficult to communicate. It is difficult to understand. On
both sides emotions can explode and feelings can be hurt.
All of this is reflected in today’s gospel, as Mary and
Joseph attempt to relate to their teenage son. There is
poor communication. Mary and Joseph do not even know
that Jesus was staying in Jerusalem. There is hurt and
anxiety. Mary says to her son, “How could you have done
this to us?”” And, of course, there is the confident belief
that it is never my fault. Jesus says, “Why were you
looking for me. | was in my father’s house.” It’s not my
problem.

We see in this passage something particularly
important: the stresses in family life should not be
considered sinful. How can they be? Jesus was the Son of
God. Mary was born without sin. Yet they still
misunderstood one another and ended up hurting one
another. This Gospel is telling us it does us no good to
tear ourselves apart because of family stress. Our failure
to connect with one another is less a sin and more the
price we pay for living with one another.

Having said that, all of us want to hurt one
another less. How do we do that? Today’s first reading
from the book of Sirach shows us a way. Sirach says that
families need to relate to one another with honor and
kindness. This is especially true when things become
difficult. The Babemba tribe in South Africa has a special
custom when it comes to dealing with challenging people.
When someone did something wrong or was antisocial,
the tribe would place that member in the middle of the
village and form a circle around him or her. Then one by
one each member of the tribe would shout out something
that was good about the person, some way in which the
person brought honor to the tribe. Each person took their
turn, and no one said anything negative or even referred
to the negative behavior. This process would take several
hours. But, when everyone had spoken their piece, they
considered the person in the middle of the circle to be
“corrected,” and they began a celebration. The African
tribe was convinced that when someone is out of order, it
is more useful to treat that person with honor and
kindness than with anger and criticism. There must be
some truth to this practice because it is said that they
needed to use this “correction” very seldom.

Now | do not know if we could take this ritual
from Africa and apply it to twenty-first century New
Jersey. But if we tried, it might look something like this.
Your teenage son has been sitting in front of the computer
screen for two hours. You’ve asked him four times to take
out the garbage and yet there is no movement. Now you
could go into his room and explode. Or you could go into
his room and say this, “Dominic, here are a few things |
know to be true about you. You are a good student. You
work hard for your grades. You are a good athlete. Other
people look up to you. You are a loyal friend, generous
and caring. | remember last month when your friend
Mary’s uncle died how you found the time to be with her
and to support her. You bring honor to this family, and |
am proud of you.” You could say that and then walk out.

Now, would this work? Is it practical? | am not
sure. But | am sure of this. What holds a family together
is love and respect. Therefore, we should not abandon
those qualities when things become difficult. We cannot
go far wrong by telling the other members of our family
what is best about them. It is always good to speak to one
another with honor and with kindness. And—if we are
lucky—it might even move someone to take out the
garbage.

Peace,

Fr. Monteleone



PARISH SCHEDULE

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

Saturday EVeNing ........cccooeviiii i 5:30 PM
Sunday....8:00 AM, 10:00 AM (Broadcast) and 12:00 PM
Mondays thru Saturdays............ccooeeeveiivnnnen. 9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Every Saturday .............coeeiiiiiiiiinn, 4:30to 5:00 PM

Please call the Parish Office
if you would like a priest to visit you
or a family member at home or in the hospital.

(973) 779-6200
www.stphilip.org

I ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL

The students and staff of SPPS have spent the
last four weeks of Advent in anticipation of this
most Blessed Holiday. The children learned
about and participated in the tradition of the
Advent Wreath in our classrooms.

The Student Council has concluded their
Christmas Bell fundraiser.

Thanks to the generosity
of our students and their
families, we raised over
$4k for the Fr. English

community center that

services the Diocese of

Paterson.

The students and staff of SPPS is wishing everyone a
Merry Christmas! The SPPS family is grateful for
our health, family, and most of all for the birth of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. May the Light of the
Lord shine brightly in your hearts and in your lives!

GIVING TREE 2021

Thank you to all who participated in our annual parish
Christmas Giving Tree, whether by selecting a tag from
our in-person tree, or by donating online to benefit one of
the organizations we are supporting. Your goodness is an
inspiring response to the challenge Pope Francis gave us
to answer God’s call for us to “show loving concern for
each and every person, especially children, the elderly,
those in need, who are often the last we think about.”

Let us continue to give
thanks for our blessings,
by sharing them with
others. In the words of
Pope Francis, “To change
the world, we must be
good to those who cannot
repay us.”

KIDS KORNER




WEDDING BANNS

The following couples will be exchanging wedding vows:

I. Patrick Ferrara and Gina LoBue

WE PRAY FOR...

THE DECEASED: Julia Howanice, Louise Zanetti,
Richard Kilcomons

THE Sick: Luca Ataide, Jennifer Rascher, Mary Grace Henrich,
Debbie Werthmann, Susan Stierlen, John Riccardi

PRIESTS SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1, 2022

11:00 AM Fr. Monteleone

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
(New Year’s Day Mass)

5:30 PM Fr. Jared
SUNDAY, JANUARY 2, 2022
8:00 AM Fr. Kevin
10:00 AM Fr. Nico
12:00 PM Fr. Monteleone

MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2021
10:00 Mary Shashaty
John Michal
Steven Amato
Giovanna Caradonna
12:00 Patricia Hassert - 1%t Anniversary
All the People of the Parish

MONDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2021
9:00 Beatriz Jumao - As

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2021
9:00 Helaine Pohle

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2021
9:00 James Elbert
Thomas Reck

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2021
9:00 Frank Sardo
Don Muller

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2021
9:00 Emy Ronquillo
5:00 Peter Durso

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1, 2022
11:00 All the People of the Parish
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
(New Year’s Day Mass)

5:30 Richard Kilcomons

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2, 2022
8:00 All the People of the Parish
10:00 Joth Victor Schepis
Richard Scucci
Karen Lanza
Eugene DeBellis
12:00 Bridget Ganger

CANDLE THE WEEK OF

DECEMBER 26th

In Memory of Liliana Sciangolepore
- From Nicola and Anna Caradonna

OFFERTORY GIFTS THE

WEEK OF DECEMBER 26™"

In Memory of Patricia Hassert
-From Nick, Barbara and family
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Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011, Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

Help the ASPCA put a stop CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.

to animal cruelty. All Forms of Insurance

Auto / Home / Life / Business
Gordon M. Hahn, President * Charles R. Hahn, Vice President

150 Clove Road
www.hahnagency.com  ittie F,;:; eN](:)a74z4 (973) 773-37'0
D A LAWYER?

*NewRoofs  eSlate Repairs 5 Al Types of
D ON THE JogB? *RoofRemoval « SkylightRepairs /- Roofing & Repacrs

WL RALIISN | OV ACH ROOFING SPECIALISTS

Personal Injury /
L (e $300.00 OFF 1(973) 835-53301 $30.00 OFF |
WWW.as p Ca.or g ‘CN:H":;ee’:saﬁ - [ANYROOF OVER $3000.00| FReE ESTIMATES « FULLY INSURED | _ ANYREPAR |
.................................... CemrieD By Tk
N SUPREME Court oF New
NouUs OFPENT: s isuiie | Diane DeCarolis, APN
MAPLE VALLEY : WA Psychiatric Mental
- DINER & RESTAURANT CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION ) Health Practitioner
: . ; S 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Oual/9ty7Fo§d Zr.e;t ;rvgﬁztﬂwes (973) 326'8902 Medication « Psychotherapy
- - : 222 RIDGEDALE AVE - CEDAR KNOLLS 917-751-8700
: 1116 US Hichway 46 - Curron, NJ 07013 315 BROAD STREET - BLOOMFIELD | MoSTINSURANGE PLANS ACC#TED UPPER MONTCLAIR

www.chelseaseniorliving.com
782 VALLEY ROAD - CLIFTON, Nj 07013

ADVERTISE | conmiess |(N—"smsmize
: . ! Catholic Charities Paterson

AMERICA ' 855.670-
YOUR BUSINESS IN THIS SPACE CALL1 855570 GIVE (4283
Join the thousands of professionals and businesses : ) =
in our network and begin growing sales driving Creating Healthy Smiles 'Comein l"0 meet
new client visits and building client retention For The Whole Family Dr. Silva
and name recognition. BON andthe
~Verture friendly staff,
800'883'4343 Q Rimma Siva, DDS ~e
GENERAL, COSMETIC & IMPLANT DENTISTRY WZ"ff?’ gentle
CALL ABOUT OUR NEW PATIENT SPECIAL! ael:':":;:lyﬂ',';
973-256-3366 modern office.

279 BrowerrowN Roap « Suite 104 - WoonLanp Park, NJ 07424
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chhook

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013
Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

(973) 471-9620 | ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com | www.ShookFH.com

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 inside




1313 Van Houten Avenue 515 Lexington Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07013 Clifton, NJ 07011

L@ 973-546-2000 973-777-4332
I Z | l B, Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr. Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.

N.J. Lic. No. 4022 N.J. Lic. No. 2732

Affiliated with the Bizub-Parker Funeral Home

w l N LAN 47 Main Street Little Falls, NJ 07424

973-256-4700

www.bizub.com

FUNERAL HOME Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917
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Chicago Grill
Dine In Monday Through Thursday All Month
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Non-Medical Home Care Services
Select Your Experienced Caregiver
jmalik@VisitingAngels.com
www. VisitingAngels.com

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES  Jesse Malik ¢ 973-839-3761

EVERYTHING FOR THE WRESTLING COLLECTOR

To St. Philip The Apostle Church
®

973-574-1303

426 ROUTE 3 WEST - CLIFTON

IHOPE, Inc.’s

mission s to provide impactful and lasting healthcare to Chirte o Fi
communities in need in Africa through state-of-the-art STAY SAFE STAY H EALTHY T-Shirts I.:Igures
THOPE INC. medical treatment and health education. [) Magazines
AMY PAJNIK, FOUNDER/PARISHIONER Autographs & More
~ Your Tax Exempt Donation Is Appreciated ~ '
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377VALuv Ro., Ste. 110 - Curron, NJ - 07010 929-344-9093 o 2772 RT. 23 NORTH « STOCKHOLM

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS

Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!
Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

James J. Marrocco ~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~
Manager ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3320
wacnae | | IPLIOCCO
Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3017 MEMORIAL CHAPEL

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 outside



