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“God never tires of forgiving us; we are  
the ones who tire of seeking his mercy.”                             

                                                                                 

POPE FRANCIS 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Saint Philip the Apostle Parish
CLIFTON, NEW JERSEY



FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
My Dear Parishioners,

There was a wise Persian king who had four sons. 
The king saw that his chief responsibility was to make sure 
that his sons grew up with wisdom knowing how to live. 
So, one winter day he said to eldest son, “Look I own a 
farm in the next village and in that farm, there is a huge 
mango tree. It costs me a great deal to maintain it. I want 
you to go and examine this tree and make a judgment 
whether is worth the investment. I plan to ask your brothers 
to do the same.” So, the eldest son went and looked at the 
tree. When spring came the king sent his second son. He 
sent his third son in summer and his youngest son in the 
fall. Then he called the boys together to make their 
judgment. The eldest son spoke first, “Father,” he said, 
“this tree is nothing more than a barren stump, I would cut 
it down.” The second son had a different opinion, “Father,” 
he said, “the tree is covered with many luxurious leaves 
and produces much shade, but you would have to weigh 
whether the shade that is produced is worth the cost of 
maintenance.” The third son fundamentally agreed with his 
brother, “I saw beautiful flowers on the tree as well but 
father you will have to decide whether you plan to visit this 
tree and enjoy the flowers. If you choose not to do this, it 
is not worth the cost of maintenance.” But the youngest son 
disagreed strongly with his brothers. “Father,” he said, “I 
have never seen such huge and luxurious fruit on any tree. 
It would bring a fortune in the marketplace. I say this tree 
must be maintained no matter what the cost.” The father 
was satisfied and smiled, “Each of you is correct, for each 
of you saw the tree 
at a different time. 
The lesson is clear 
– if you wish to be 
wise, you should 
withhold your 
judgment until you 
have seen the tree 
in all its seasons.”

This story relates to the Gospel because today’s 
passage is about judgments and how we make them. The 
people around Jesus were quick and ready to judge the 
woman who had been caught in the act of adultery. They 
saw her as a sinner, and they said she should be punished. 
Their judgment was correct, and Jesus did not debate it. 
But without excusing her sin Jesus chose to see the woman 
in a larger context. He could imagine her in a different 
season, in a season that was different from the barren and 
sinful season in which she now stood. He could imagine 
her in a season that was productive and full of life. Jesus 
challenged his listeners and challenges us to give the 
woman another chance, to suspend judgment in light of 
another season which could produce much fruit.

This larger vision of Jesus supports his frequent 
teaching that we should not judge others. He tells us that 
we should not judge because our judgments are incorrect 
but because they are often incomplete. There are many 
seasons to every person’s life. In light of the better seasons 
the wise person refrains from judging and making a final 
judgment today.

Now there is a caveat that comes with Jesus’ 
teaching. When he tells us that we are not to judge others 
he does not mean that we are to let others take advantage 
of us. We must make judgments to protect ourselves from 
those who would manipulate us or abuse us. We must make 
judgments to protect ourselves and those that we love from 
those who would harm us because of their selfishness or 
dysfunction. To make such judgments is not only good but 
necessary. But when Jesus calls us not to judge others, he 
asks us not to make a final judgment. We should not be too 
quick to write off those whom we dislike or those with 
whose ideas and actions we disagree. Even though we 
know others are wrong dead wrong, even when we are 
convinced that there is no way we can condone their 
actions, Jesus nevertheless says that we should postpone 
final judgment in light of the better seasons that might be 
produced in their lives, in light of the better people that 
they might someday become.

This teaching is not easy. All of us can think of 
people whom we are ready to judge, people that we would 
be quick to reject. How do we find the strength to withhold 
final judgment? Jesus shows us the way. In today’s Gospel 
when others were ready and willing to pass final judgment 
on the woman who was caught in adultery, he asks them to 
think of their weakness, to think of their sins. Jesus says 
anyone here who is without sin should be the first to cast a 
stone at her. In the same way when we are filled with anger 
and righteousness and ready to judge another, Jesus asks 
us to think of our worst season. Then we should remember 
the time when we messed up the most, when we acted with 
deep selfishness, when we hurt someone unjustly. Jesus 
knows that if we remember our worst season, it may give 
us the freedom not to judge someone in their worst season. 
When we remember our weakness and sin, we might find 
the freedom to accept another considering the better person 
they have the potential to become.

Jesus tells us that it is not our role to judge another. 
This is not because our judgment would be incorrect, but 
because it would be incomplete. Once we have taken steps 
to protect ourselves and those we love from harm, it is not 
our role to condemn anyone. Instead, we are asked to 
entrust others to God’s care, hoping that what is wrong in 
their life might change and what is barren in their life might 
in time product fruit.

Peace, 
Fr. Monteleone



LENTEN SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNITIES
CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

Saturday Evening …………………...…..……… 5:30 PM
Sunday….8:00 AM, 10:00 AM (Broadcast) and 12:00 PM
Mondays thru Saturdays…………….………..….9:00 AM

There is an added 7 AM Mass on Fridays of Lent.

Holy Hour is every Friday following 9 AM Mass.

Stations of the Cross is every Friday of Lent 
at 7 PM in Church.

Sacrament of Reconciliation is available every Saturday 
from 4:30 to 5:00 PM and every Monday of Lent from 7:00 

to 8:30 PM in Church.

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 2022

Palm Sunday
Saturday, April 9

4:30 PM Confessions
5:30 PM Mass

Sunday, April 10
8 AM, 10 AM (Broadcast), 12 PM

Holy Monday
April 11

9 AM Mass

Holy Tuesday
April 12

9 AM Mass

Holy Wednesday
April 13

9 AM Mass

TRIDUUM 2022

Holy Thursday
April 14

7:30 PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Broadcast)
8:30 PM to MIDNIGHT Eucharistic Adoration in the 

Auditorium

Good Friday
April 15

3 PM Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
7 PM Stations of the Cross

Holy Saturday
April 16

1 PM Easter Food Blessing
8 PM Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday
April 17

8 AM, 10 AM (Broadcast), 12 PM

BIBLE STUDY 
Bible Study sessions take place on Mondays of Lent in the 
Jubilee Wing Room of the Molloy Center.
On Monday, April 4th, we will meet at 11:30 AM.
Fr. Monteleone leads the discussion on the variations of the 
Passion of Christ in the gospels.

ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL
There are a lot of great things happening at Saint 

Philip Prep! Our students are excitingly 
waiting for the final results of our Dr. Suess 
March Madness. The Championship is 
between The Lorax and How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas. Our students have been enjoying 
this process. It gives them the chance to revisit 
the books they know and love! Who do you 
think will be our winner? 

As we continue to have 
fun and enjoy the days here at 
school, we gather every Monday at 
the Stations of the Cross, 

and this past Monday, most of our students went to clear their 
hearts of their sins at Confession. This time we were joined by 
our second graders that just went through their first Holy 
Communion. 
It is so special to be able to share this season of Lent with one 
another as we wait for the resurrection of Jesus.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

St. Philip Prep students 
in conjunction with our 
Religious Education 
and Confirmation 
students held a snack 
collection to benefit 
Eva's Village in 
Paterson.

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES
BOY SCOUTS 
Palm Cross Fundraiser
Boy Scout Troop 21 will be selling Palm Crosses 
before and after Masses the weekend of 
April 2-3 & 9-10, 2022. The Palm Cross price is 
$14 and can be paid by cash, check, or 
Venmo. For pre-orders or more information 
please call Phil Jakimowicz at (973) 723-6111.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
Thank You
A sincere thank you to all parishioners, family, and friends who 
attended our Fish Fry on Sunday, March 27th.  It was a great 
success and a wonderful time to once again share some good 
food and conversation with those we have not been able to 
socialize with for a while.  



SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES Cont’d
Msgr. Doody Scholarship Beefsteak Dinner
Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 23rd at 7 PM in the
Auditorium. This event benefits St. Philip Prep School students.  
This year, Msgr. Doody will be returning so we at St. Philip’s 
can congratulate him on his now 51 years since Ordination.
Ticketing information is below. Chicken alternative available if 
pre-requested. Tickets - $40
All tickets must be purchased by Thursday April 21st.  All sales 
are final. No returns or refunds unless event is cancelled.

Tickets available* at https://knights-of-
columbus-11671.square.site/
or by using this QR code.
Call Carlos Roco (973) 557-1716, Don 
DeLuca (973) 779-6200 Ext. 303 or Mike 
Cervine (973) 220-3095
You will receive a confirmation email of 
your purchase.

COLUMBIETTES 
Morning of Reflection
The Columbiettes will be hosting a Morning of Reflection on 
Saturday, April 30th, 2022. The morning begins with 9 AM Mass 
in the Church followed by a continental breakfast in Marian 
Hall. Rev. Jared Brogan, Director of the Office of Worship, will 
be speaking on the Holy Eucharist. Tickets are $10. Reservations 
can be made by calling (973) 471-1265. All are welcome!

Columbiette Blanket Ministry
The next meetings will be Thursday, April 7 & 21, 2022 at 9:45
AM in the Molloy Center. All crafters are welcome! We are 
making baby blankets and hats. For yarn and fabric donations or 
more information, please call Cathie Murtha (973) 471-1265

GOD BLESS THE NEWLY BAPTIZED
  

 
Anthony Gaetano 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH GIVING
SUNDAY COLLECTION: MARCH 28, 2021         $ 14,687.00
SUNDAY COLLECTION: MARCH 27, 2022
Weekly Collection                                   $ 12,623.00
Online Giving Donation                                 $ 6,914.00
Total                                                        $ 19,537.00
Second Collection -Project Faith $ 2,090.00

Upcoming Second Collections:
April 3 - Beacon
This collection helps to offset the paper to the Parish
April 10 - Ukrainian Relief
This collection will go towards Caritas International and the 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia for their Humanitarian Aid fund for 
Ukraine

PRIESTS’ SCHEDULE 
SATURDAY, APRIL 9, 2022

5:30 PM Fr. Jared
SUNDAY, APRIL 10, 2022
8:00 AM Fr. Kevin

10:00 AM Fr. Monteleone
12:00 PM Fr. Nico

WE PRAY FOR…

May the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace…
Mary Grace Strobino

A Time to be Healed…
Susan Stierlen, Jill Festa, Debbie Werthmann, Sylvia Shami,
Edward Kovacs, Dominick Cappello, Raymond Fitzpartick,
Todd Daigneault, Cheri Albanesius, George Heyrich,
James Jablonowski, Elmer Rodriguez, Michele Bellisano

MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY, APRIL 3, 2022
8:00 All the People of the Parish

10:00 Kimberley/DeBiasi Families
Mauro D’Alto - 12th Anniversary
William Sim
Josephine Madronal

12:00 For all the Unborn and their Families

MONDAY, APRIL 4, 2022
9:00 For the health and well-being of Dominic Cappello

TUESDAY, APRIL 5, 2022
9:00 For the health and well-being of Fr. Fred Walters

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 2022
9:00 C. Mildred Petaccio - 37th Anniversary

THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2022
9:00 Michele Monteleone

FRIDAY, APRIL 8, 2022
7:00 Debi O’Neill
9:00 Priscilla D. Caparaz

Richard and Dorothy Piechocki

SATURDAY, APRIL 9, 2022
9:00 Rogelio Dela Cruz
5:30 Salvatore Capriglione

Sean Hughes

SUNDAY, APRIL 10, 2022
8:00 Johny Rios

10:00 Mario Velasco Sanz
Barbara Palatella
James Scancarella
Arthur W. Feuerstein

12:00 All the People of the Parish

CANDLE THE WEEK OF APRIL 3rd

In memory of Mauro D’Alto
- From your wife, Anna.



We are a relentless 
force for a world 

of longer, 
healthier lives.

heart.org

ADVERTISE
youR buSInESS In ThIS SpAcE
Join the thousands of professionals and businesses 
in our network and begin growing sales driving 
new client visits and building client retention 
and name recognition.

800-883-4343

ADVERTISEADVERTISEADVERTISE
buSInESS In ThIS SpAcE

Join the thousands of professionals and businesses 
in our network and begin growing sales driving 
new client visits and building client retention 
and name recognition.
new client visits and building client retention 

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED ON THE JOB?

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
Personal Injury
Workers’ 
Compensation
Social Security
Disability

CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION

Certified By the 
Supreme Court of New 
JerSey AS A workerS’  

CompeNSAtioN 
LAw AttorNey

222 RIDGEDALE AVE · CEDAR KNOLLS
315 BROAD STREET · BLOOMFIELD

(973) 326-8902

Diane DeCarolis, APN

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Psychiatric Mental
Health Practitioner

Medication •  Psychotherapy
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

UPPER MONTCLAIR
917-751-8700

ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME
660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ

Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011,  Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors
973-773-6666                                                                            973-546-4700

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton           FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836        inside

KOVACH ROOFING SPECIALISTS

All Types of
Roofing & Repairs

$300.00 OFF 
ANY ROOF OVER $3000.00

$30.00 OFF 
ANY REPAIR

(973) 835-5330
FREE ESTIMATES •  FULLY INSURED

•  New Roofs
•  Roof Removal

•  Slate Repairs
•  Skylight Repairs

CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.
All Forms of Insurance

Auto / Home / Life / Business
Gordon M. Hahn, President •  Charles R. Hahn, Vice President

www.hahnagency.com                                   (973) 773-3710150 Clove Road
Little Falls, NJ 07424

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013

(973) 471-9620   |   ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com   |   www.ShookFH.com

Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

NOW OPEN!
Maple Valley 

Diner & restaurant
Quality Food, Great Service, Best Prices

973-473-6444
1116 US HigHway 46 · Clifton, nJ 07013

Creating Healthy Smiles 
For The Whole Family

CALL ABOUT OUR NEW PATIENT SPECIAL!
973-256-3366

279 Browertown road · SUite 104 · woodland Park, nJ 07424

General, CosMetiC & iMplant Dentistry

info@woodlandparkdentistry.com | woodlandparkdentistry.com

Come in to meet 
Dr. Silva 
and the 

friendly staff.
~ ~ ~

We offer gentle 
dentistry in 
a beautiful 

modern office.

riMMa silVa, DDs

www.aspca.org

Help the ASPCA put  a  stop 
to animal  cruelty.

www.chelseaseniorliving.com
782 VALLEY ROAD · CLIFTON, NJ 07013

decoratingdreams21.com

RICHARD C. CUCCI, ESQ.

80 PARK STREET •  MONTCLAIR, NJ 07042
Real Estate and Construction Law

Counselor at Law

973-777-3739 •  CELL 646-523-5858



Call Mirka 201-755-6449

ATLANTIC CITY
BUS RIDE

Every
4th

Sunday

CAESARS CASINO BONUS $30.00

COST: $42.00
(Includes Refreshments)(Includes Refreshments)

I Make 
House Calls!

 JEFFREY POMPEO
DiFrancesco Bateman
ATTORNEY
908-757-7800

jpompeo@newjerseylaw.net
Clifton: 1033 rt 46 east, ste 208a

Warren: 15 Mountain BlVD · BriCk: 638 MantolokinG roaD

Parishioner

James J. Marrocco
Manager ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3320

Michael A. Waller 
Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3017

~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~

973-249-6111 •  470 COLFAX AVENUE •  CLIFTON, NJ 07013 •  MARROCCOS.COM

T-Shirts •  Figures 
Magazines 

Autographs & More

EVERYTHING FOR THE WRESTLING COLLECTOR

2772 RT. 23 NORTH •  STOCKHOLM
973-697-1421

HIRING PT/FT
Champion Plastics in Clifton is looking for a 
B2B/Telemarketer. Monday-Friday @ 25-30 Hrs/
Wk. Reliable with strong communication skills. 

WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT PERSON 
Contact Denise @ 973-777-9400 Ext. 244 

Or E-mail resume To: 
dzangara@championplastics.com

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES
®

Non-Medical Home Care Services
Select Your Experienced Caregiver

jmalik@VisitingAngels.com
www.VisitingAngels.com

Jesse Malik •  973-839-3761

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836    outside

BARTLETT 
GREENHOUSES 
& FLORIST INC.

1313 Van Houten Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07013

973-546-2000
Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr.

N.J. Lic. No. 4022

515 Lexington Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07011

973-777-4332
Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. No. 2732

Affiliated with the Bizub-Parker Funeral Home
47  Main  S t r ee t     L i t t l e  Fa l l s ,  NJ  07424

973-256-4700
Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917

Drivers wanted.®

Since
1950
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Gensinger VW
842 Valley Rd., Clifton

Sales •  Service
Parts •  Bodyshop

973-778-8500

The Law Offices of
ROBERT C. HESS

973-778-9310
840 Van Houten Ave.              Clifton, NJ 07013

Parishioner,  Lector

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480
814 GROVE STREET · CLIFTON

w w w. b i z u b . c o m

F U N E R A L  H O M E

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”
Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:

Monsignor Peter J. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School

Donations can be sent to: 
St. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund · 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013

Ask your employer about matching gifts!

Are You Ready for a Rewarding Career? 
Interested in a Great Opportunity to Volunteer?

Department for Persons with Disabilities 
A Catholic Charities Agency in the Diocese of Paterson

Visit www.dpd.org to apply or 
to learn more about volunteering.

Volunteer with “People Need Friends” program: volunteer@dpd.org
Career Interest: Send application/resume: employment@dpd.org

DPD, 1 Catholic Charities Way, Oak Ridge, New Jersey 07438
Attn: HR Dept. •  Fax 973-406-1113

®

Chicago Grill
Dine In Monday Through Thursday All Month

973-574-1303
426 ROUTE 3 WEST · CLIFTON

Present This Ad To Your Server & Uno 
Will Donate 15% Of Your Net Total Bill 

To St. Philip The Apostle Church

IHOPE INC.

IHOPE, Inc.’s
mission is to provide impactful and lasting healthcare to 
communities in need in Africa through state-of-the-art 
medical treatment and health education.

AMY PAJNIK, FOUNDER/PARISHIONER
~ Your Tax Exempt Donation Is Appreciated  ~
www.internationalhopeafrica.org

apajnik@internationalhopeafrica.org
377 Valley rd., Ste. 110 · Clifton, nJ · 07010 · 929-344-9093

RAY
GRABOWSKI

LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTOR
Clifton •  New Jersey

Compliments Of




