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Dear Parishioners,

I heard this story long ago and feel it should be
told again. | hope you enjoy it as much as | do on this feast
of the Epiphany or “Little Christmas” as it is sometimes
called.

Old grandmother Babushka was a holy woman.
She read the scriptures, and she knew that the long-
awaited Savior was to be born in Bethlehem. So, she
gathered together all of her possessions and moved to
David’s city. There she lived in a simple house and prayed
each day that God would let her know when the Savior
was born. She intended to offer her possessions as a gift
to the newborn king. One night after a simple supper, she
turned off the light and went to bed. But before she fell
asleep there was a knock. “Who could it be at this hour?”
she thought. She lit the lamp and opened the door.

There she saw three strangers with camels
standing before her. “The Savior is born,” they
announced, “and we have come from the east to worship
him. We were told in a dream to stop here and to bring
you along with us. We have gifts to offer, and we know
that you do also.” Old grandmother Babushka rejoiced.
“The time has come, the Savior is born,” she thought. But
it was late, and the night was cold and so she decided that
she would go and present her gifts tomorrow. She
ascertained from the strangers the exact directions to the
stable and wrote them carefully down. Then she sent them
on their way. The next morning, she arose with the sun
and gathered all of her gifts: food, clothing, and money.
She followed the directions directly to the stable. When
she entered, it was empty. The holy family had already
departed. Old grandmother Babushka stomped her foot,
“I’ve missed them,” she said, “I should have come last
night!”

But she was a determined woman. “I’ll keep
looking for them,” she decided, “they cannot have gone
too far.” And so old grandmother Babushka began to look.
She asked everyone she met. Did they know of a child, of
a poor child, perhaps to be found in a manger, perhaps
even living on the street. She wanted them to tell her all
that they knew. And they did. Some people knew of a poor
family who lived on the outskirts of the city. Other people
knew of a young child who was sick. Others heard of
strangers who were in town with no place to stay. Old
grandmother Babushka visited them all. But she could
never be certain whether this child and this family was the
child and the family that the strangers had told her about.

So, she continued to look, week after week,
month after month. She found many children, poor
children everywhere. She found many a cradle, many a
manger, and many a mother nursing her child. In each
place, she left a part of the gift that she was going to give

to the Christ child: here some food, to this family some
money, to this child some clothes. In time, all that she had
was gone. She returned to her own home empty handed.

That night, Jesus appeared to her in a dream.
“There you are!” she exclaimed, “l have looked
everywhere for you and have not been able to find you. |
had gifts to give you but now they are gone.” “I know,”
said Jesus, “and | have received everyone. For whatever
you gave to the least of my brothers or sisters you gave to
me.” OIld grandmother Babushka smiled. She was
satisfied. She had not seen the Christ child in the manger,
but she had lived his gospel.

Few of us here today have ever been to
Bethlehem. Those who visited that holy place found that
the manger was empty. But being a disciple of Jesus is
not seeing him in the stable. It is living his gospel.
Whenever we feed the poor, whenever we visit the sick or
imprisoned, whenever we welcome the stranger, we are
ministering to Christ himself. When we are patient with a
relative who irritates us, when we are kind to the kid at
school that everyone else mocks, when we listen to the
person who is grieving or are generous with those who
struggle, we are not only serving them. We are serving
Jesus.

We cannot go with the Magi to Bethlehem, but
we can offer Christ our gifts. Not gifts of Gold,
Frankincense and Myrrh but gifts of respect,
compassion, and love.

Peace,

Fr. Monteleone



The faculty, staff, and students wish everyone a
Happy & Healthy New Year, from our family to yours!

The eighth graders are excited that their official
graduation year has arrived and are anxiously awaiting the
arrival of their high school acceptance letters. God bless
to the Class of 2023 during this exciting time!
Intermediate & Middle School students are preparing for
their Midterm Exams.

Please keep the students preparing for their First
Reconciliation in your prayers. They will be celebrating
the sacrament for the first time on January 21.

We thank all our parish families who participated in our
annual Christmas Giving Tree. Whether by fulfilling a
gift from a tag or making a monetary donation, you
helped brighten someone’s day this Christmas season.

Thank you for being an example of Opus Christi --
Christ’s Work. By helping neighbors in need, we are
answering the call to be “Love in Action”.

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
SAVE THE DATE!

Saddle up and grab your lucky boots!
St. Philip Prep HSA will be hosting
“Wild, Wild West” Tricky Tray
on Friday, March 10™
in the School Auditorium.
Doors open at 5:30 PM
Tickets will be $ 25 each
And includes 2 General bidding sheets.
No one under 18 permitted.
Stay tuned for more details!

Donations of new, unused items are now being accepted.

WIDOW AND WIDOWERS

The next meeting will be held on Monday, January 9 in
the Molloy Center at 2 PM. Anyone who is experiencing
a loss is most welcome.

COLUMBIETTES BLANKET MINISTRY

The blanket ministry will meet Thursday, January 19,
2023, in the Molloy Center at 9:45 AM. We have just
donated hats and scarves to the residents of Mercy
House in Newark. If you would like more information
or would like to make a yarn or fabric donation, please
call Cathie Murtha at (973) 471-1265.

ROSARY SOCIETY

Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year! Save the
date: Saturday, January 21%, Rosarians will meet for 9
AM Mass (weather permitting).

THE LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR

The Little Sisters of the Poor, on behalf of the Residents
of St. Joseph’s Home for the Elderly, most gratefully
acknowledge the donation of the Christmas gifts from
our Annual Giving Tree. The gifts were very much
appreciated and helped to make this a wonderful
Christmas for all of the residents. Please extend our
gratitude to everyone who made this donation possible.

Due to circumstances beyond our control and out of an
abundance of caution for their residents, the Little
Sisters of the Poor will now be at our Parish the
weekend of April 22 & 23, 2023.

The Little Sisters of Poor are committed to serving the
elderly poor and meeting their needs at Saint Joseph's
Home for the Elderly in Totowa, New Jersey.
Challenged during these past years they ask for any
support that can be given which will be immensely
appreciated.

Natural Family Planning - The Marquette Method
January 9" from 7:30 PM - 9 PM on Zoom

The Marquette Method will be presented by Amanda
Khanjian. Come learn the most effective, natural, healthy,
and inexpensive system integrating excellent women's
health and true family planning for couples trying to
achieve pregnancy, couples having infertility concerns, or
couples planning to postpone pregnancy, all within God's
natural design.

Register by visiting https://insidethewalls.org/take-a-class.




SUNDAY COLLECTION: DEC. 26, 2021 $14,602.00
SUNDAY COLLECTION: DEC. 25, 2022

ONLINE GIVING DONATION $5,654.00
SECOND COLLECTION - PROJECT FAITH $4,493.00

THANK YOU SO MUCH
FOR YOUR GENEROSITY THIS CHRISTMAS!

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION 2021 $76,325.00
CHRISTMAS COLLECTION 2022 (YTD) $ 75,288.00

SUNDAY COLLECTION: JANUARY 2,2022  $17,436.00
SUNDAY COLLECTION: JANUARY 1, 2023

Weekly Collection $9,411.00
Online Giving Donation $ 7,231.00
Total $16,642.00
2" Collection - Solemnity of Mary $ 4,711.00

Upcoming Second Collections:
January 8 - Project Faith
January 15 - The Beacon

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14, 2023

5:30 PM Fr. Nico
SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2023
8:00 AM Fr. Kevin
10:00 AM Fr. Monteleone
12:00 PM Fr. Nico

May the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace...
Benjamin Ricucci, Anita Dellar

A Time to be Healed...

Susan Stierlen, Jill Festa, Sylvia Shami, Edward Kovacs,
Dominick Cappello, Todd Daigneault,

Cheri Albanesius, James Jablonowski,

Elmer Rodriguez, Michael Barbetta,

John Hughes, Bernadette Menzaco,

Janet Jelenski, Adelaido Cuasay

Peter Weber, Msgr. Herbert Tillyer,

Lorraine De Bellis

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 2023

8:00 Rose Spatola

Leandro Salme

10:00 Gertrude Kovach
Robert Parillo - 13" Anniversary
Matthew Pennacchia
Anne and Anthony Lipari

12:00 All the People of the Parish
Salvatore Vigilante

MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2023

9:00 Francesco Papaianni

TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2023

9:00 Antonia Del Valle

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11, 2023

9:00 Joseph Gulmi

THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2023

9:00 Ben Ricucci

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13, 2023

9:00 Fred Anthony - 11" Anniversary

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14, 2023

9:00 Renald Sugatan - 1% Anniversary
Holly Grace Cannon - 8" Anniversary
5:30 All the People of the Parish

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2023

8:00 Jose and Teresa Villegas
Cynthia Franklin
10:00 Stephen Salerno
Robert Baran
Ralph Joseph Princiotti
Pedro Ravelo - 5" Anniversary
12:00 Marlene Chidiac
Charles Elbert



973-773-6666

ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME

660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ
Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011, Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

973-546-4700

Help the ASPCA put a stop
to animal cruelty.

wWww.aspca.org

Nous OFPENT:
MaprLE VALLEY :

DINER & RESTAURANT
Quality Food, Great Service, Best Prices

973-473-6444

1116 US Hichway 46 - Curron, NJ 07013

CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.

All Forms of Insurance
Auto / Home / Life / Business
Gordon M. Hahn, President * Charles R. Hahn, Vice President

150 Clove Road (973) 773-3710

Little Falls, NJ 07424
AU Types of
Roofing & Repains

BRI KOVACH ROOFING SPECIALISTS

rerenl 0 (53" $300.00 OFF 1(973) 835-53301 $30.00 OFF
g toriers |ANY ROOF OVER $3000.00| FREE ESTIMATES « FuLLY INSURED | _ ANYREPAR

Compensation
Diane DeCarolis, APN
Psychiatric Mental
Health Practitioner
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Medication « Psychotherapy

917-751-8700

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED  UPPER MONTCLAIR {52

www.hahnagency.com

D A LAWYER?
D ON THE JOB?

«New Roofs
*Roof Removal

« Slate Repairs
« Skylight Repairs =

¢ CERIIF\([DBVTN;‘
uPReME COURT oF New
Social SeCUl'ltY Jensey As A Workes’

Dlsablllty Cowpensation

Law Arrorney

CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION]

(973) 326-8902

222 RIDGEDALE AVE - CEDAR KNOLLS
315 BROAD STREET - BLOOMFIELD

ZDecothg Dreams
i e bt i e
Clifton, NJ
Midge Greco - Designer
201-694-7154

decoratingdreams21.com

Help build a
future where
people live
in harmony

with nature.
We are a relentless force

for a world of longer,
healthier lives.

www.heart.org

Visit our website
to learn more

www.worldwildlife.org

RICHARD C. CUCCI, ESQ.

Counselor at Law

Real Estate and Construction Law
80 PARK STREET * MONTCLAIR, NJ 07042

973-777-3739 - CELL 646-523-5858

ADVERTISE

YOUR BUSINESS IN THIS SPACE

Join the thousands of professionals and businesses
in our network and begin growing sales driving
new client visits and building client retention

and name recognition.

800-883-4343

Donate Your Car Or
Other Vehicle To
i Catholic Charities Paterson

CALL 1-855-670-GIVE (4483)

30 YEARS IN PRACTICE

ANTHONY N. BARBIERI, PC
Attorney at Law

Wills « Real Estate « Bankruptcy
Motor Vehicle Offenses

832 CLIFTON AVENUE » CLIFTON, NJ 07013
973-204-9266
A.BARBIERI@OUTLOOK.COM

House and weekend visits available.
Free Consultation » $50 Discount with this Ad

(973) 471-9620 |

ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com

chhook

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013
Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

| www.ShookFH.com

1398 (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

inside




www.bizub.com

B1ZUB-
QUINLAN

1313 Van Houten Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07013

973-546-2000

Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr.

N.J. Lic. No. 4022 N

47 Main Street Little F

FUNERAL HOME

973-256-47

515 Lexington Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07011

973-777-4332

Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.
J. Lic. No. 2732

Affiliated with the Bizub-Parker Funeral Home

Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917

alls, NJ 07424

00

BARTLETT
GREENHOUSES
& FLORIST INC.

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480

814 GROVE STREET - CLIFTON

JEFFREY POMPEQ "

DiFrancesco Bateman
—ATTORNEY
908-757-7800
jpompeo@newjerseylaw.net

CuiFron: 1033 Rr 46 East, Ste 208A
WAarReN: 15 MounTaiN Buvo « Brick: 638 ManToLOKING RoAD

| Make
House (alls!

Interested in a Great Opportunity to Volunteer?
Visit www.dpd.org to apply or
Career Interest: Send application/resume: employment@dpd.org

Are You Ready for a Rewarding Career?
Department for Persons with Disabilities
A Catholic Charities Agency in the Diocese of Paterson
to learn more about volunteering.
Volunteer with “People Need Friends” program: volunteer@dpd.org
DPD, 1 Catholic Charities Way, Oak Ridge, New Jersey 07438
Attn: HR Dept. * Fax 973-406-1113

HIRING PT/FT
Champion Plastics in Clifton is looking for a
B2B/Telemarketer. Monday-Friday @ 25-30 Hrs/
Wk Reliable with strong communication skills.

WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT PERSON
Contact Denise @ 973-777-9400 Ext. 244
Or E-rpail resume To:

! PIOTpP

com

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”

Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:
Monsignor Peter ]. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund

To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School
Donations can be sent to:

§t. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund - 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, N) 07013
Ask your employer about matching gifts!

The Law Offices of

ROBERT C. HESS
973-778-9310

840 Van Houten Ave. Clifton, NJ 07013
Parishioner, Lector

Compliments Of

RAY(
GRAIOWSBKQ]

C@NTRACT@

Clifton - New Jersey

ATLANTIC CITY
BUS RIDE

Non-
Select Your Experienced Caregiver

Medical Home Care Services

jmalik@VisitingAngels.com

Every ° www.VisitingAngels.com
Suﬁtgay LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES  Jesse Malik » 973-839-3761
COST: $42.00

(Includes Refreshments)

CAESARS CASINO BONUS $30.00
Call Mirka 201-755-6449

“ABlack Belt is a White Belt That Never Quit” Jim Meghdir « Chief Instructor « Third Degree Black Belt

CLIFTON MARTIAL ARTS ACADEINY

Taekwondo - Karate - Grappling - Weapons Defense « Adult Program Available
Confidence « Bully-Proofing « Self-Discipline « Respect « Courtesy « Leadership
973-779-0200 , ST. PHILIP'S SPECIAL
891 Bloomfield Avenue -« Clifton, NJ 07012 $50 OFF
INITIAL REGISTRATION

info@cliftonmartialarts.com « cliftonmartialarts.com

James J. Marrocco
Manager ~ Parishioner
NJ Lic. No. 3320

Michael A. Waller

Director ~ Parishioner

FRESH

'Amdicd Pizza

1162 Broad Street - Clifton, NJ 07013

9

aioCCo

NJ Lic. No. 3017

1398 (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton

MEMORIAL CHAPEL

(52 delivery charge will be added on amounts under $10)
P1ZZA - SANDWICHES - SALADS - ENTREES

~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~

FAST FREE DELIVERY

73-272-6080

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 outside



