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“God never tires of forgiving us; we are  
the ones who tire of seeking his mercy.”                  

                                                                                 

POPE  F RA N CI S  

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Saint Philip the Apostle Parish
CLIFTON, NEW JERSEY



 

 

SUNDAY GOSPEL 
 
The sisters of Lazarus sent word to Jesus, saying,  
“Master, the one you love is ill.” When Jesus heard this, he 
said, “This illness is not to end in death, but is for the glory 
of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 
So, when he heard that he was ill, he remained for two days 
in the place where he was. Then, after this he said to his 
disciples, "Let us go back to Judea.” 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already 
been in the tomb for four days. 
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 
she went to meet him; but Mary sat at home. 
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died. 
But even now I know that whatever you ask of God, 
God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will 
rise.” Martha said, “I know he will rise, in the resurrection 
on the last day.” Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and 
the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live,  
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord. 
I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of 
God, the one who is coming into the world.” 
He became perturbed and deeply troubled, and said,  
“Where have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Sir, come and see.” And Jesus wept. 
So, the Jews said, “See how he loved him.” 
But some of them said, “Could not the one who opened the 
eyes of the blind man have done something so that this man 
would not have died?” 
So, Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb. 
It was a cave, and a stone lay across it. 
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 
Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to him,  
“Lord, by now there will be a stench; he has been dead for 
four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believe you will see the glory of God?” 
So, they took away the stone. 
And Jesus raised his eyes and said,  
“Father, I thank you for hearing me. 
I know that you always hear me;  
but because of the crowd here I have said this,  
that they may believe that you sent me.” 
And when he had said this, 
He cried out in a loud voice,  
“Lazarus, come out!” 
The dead man came out, 
tied hand and foot with burial bands,  
and his face was wrapped in a cloth. 
So, Jesus said to them, 
“Untie him and let him go.” 
Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary 
and seen what he had done began to believe in him. 

-- John 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45 
 
 
 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Today’s gospel is filled with death. Lazarus, the one 
who Jesus loved, has died. You can see the impact of that 
death upon his sister Martha and those who come to grieve 
with her. Martha certainly believes in Jesus’ power, but she 
also believes that the time for that power to help has passed. 
She says, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.” Maybe at one time, Jesus could have helped. But 
now He can no longer do so. 

The people who come to grieve with Martha also 
think that the possibility of life has passed them. They say, 
“He healed the eyes of the blind man. Why could he not have 
done something to prevent that this man from dying?” Death 
holds sway over this story—over Lazarus and over those 
who loved him. Into this story of death, Jesus enters. He 
enters as life. 

Jesus speaks to Martha and promises her that life 
will come. It is important for us to note that Jesus 
promises Martha two kinds of life. We must understand 
and accept both of them. Jesus first promises future life: 
Lazarus will be raised up on the last day. That promise is 
also given to us. We, like Lazarus, will be raised from our 
graves to the new life of God’s kingdom. This promise of 
future life is important. It consoles us, telling us that our 
beloved dead are now with the Lord in Heaven and that when 
Jesus comes, they will be raised up bodily together with us 
to live in God’s presence forever. 

So, the promise of future life is important. But that 
is not the only life that Jesus gives to Martha. He offers her 
present life. Jesus says to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live. And all those who believe in me will never die.” Jesus 
not only promises life on the last day, he promises life 
here and now, in his presence. We not only await for a life 
to come. In some sense we possess that life at this moment. 
How do we attain resurrection and life now? 

Here, we have to be careful. We cannot be naïve or 
glib about the presence of evil. Evil is a part of our world. It 
touches us and those that we love. We suffer. The people we 
love die. We make disastrous mistakes that hurt ourselves 
and others. Yet, even in the presence of this evil, Jesus 
promises us life. We must be clear what he means. Evil is 
still with us. Evil will not be defeated until the victory of 
Christ on the last day. Therefore, the life that Jesus offers us 
today is not life instead of evil, but life in the midst of evil. 
Jesus does not promise us that we can avoid death. He 
promises us that we can have life, even in the presence of 
death. 

How do we do this? By looking for the good. By 
looking for life. Even in our darkest moments, goodness and 
life are available. Jesus promises us that he will lead us to 
that goodness. We find life when we believe in the love of 
others. For that love continues even as we grieve and even 
as we suffer. We find life when we give ourselves to others 
in service. For even when we are discouraged and sick, we 
can still offer something of ourselves to others, and that 
gives us life. We find resurrection when we open ourselves 
to the beauty of nature and of music, when we laugh with 
friends, when we decide to light one candle rather than curse 
the darkness. 



 

 

Jesus does indeed promise us future resurrection on 
the last day. We trust in that promise. But He also offers us 
life now. Each time that we accept the love of others, that we 
give ourselves in service, that we look for the good and the 
beauty that surrounds us, we are able to rise above evil and 
death. In those moments we accept Jesus as our present 
resurrection and life. 
 
Peace, 
Fr. Monteleone 
 

WELCOME HOME TO HEALING 
 

CONFESSIONS ARE AVAILABLE EVERY 
SATURDAY FROM 4:30 PM TO 5 PM  

 
THE PARISH LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE  

WILL BE ON MARCH 27TH AT 7 PM.  
THERE WILL BE GUEST PRIESTS AVAILABLE 

FOR CONFESSIONS. 
 

THERE IS A 7 AM MASS  
EVERY FRIDAY OF LENT  

(March 31) 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  
EVERY FRIDAY 

(March 31 & Good Friday, April 7) 
 

ANTICIPATING HOLY WEEK 
 

Palm Sunday 
Saturday, April 1 

4:30 PM Confessions 
5:30 PM Mass – Fr. Nico 

 
Sunday, April 2 

8 AM Mass – Fr. Monteleone 
10 AM Mass (Broadcast) – Fr. Monteleone 

12 PM Mass – Fr. Nico 
 

Holy Monday 
April 3 

9 AM Mass 
 

Holy Tuesday 
April 4 

9 AM Mass 
 

Holy Wednesday 
April 5 

9 AM Mass 
 

Holy Thursday 
April 6 

7:30 PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper  
(Broadcast) – Fr. Nico 

8:30 PM to 10 PM Eucharistic Adoration  
in the Auditorium 

 
Good Friday  

April 7 
3 PM Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 

(Broadcast) – Fr. Monteleone 
7 PM Stations of the Cross – Fr. Nico 

Holy Saturday 
April 8 

1 PM Easter Food Blessing – Fr. Nico 
8 PM Easter Vigil – Fr. Monteleone 

 

Please note: 
There is NO 5:30 PM Mass on Holy Saturday. 

Regular confessions at 4:30 PM will NOT be heard.  
Saturday confessions will resume on April 15th. 

 
Easter Sunday 

April 9 
8 AM Mass – Fr. Monteleone 

10 AM Mass (Broadcast) – Fr. Nico 
12 PM Mass – Fr. Nico 

 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Join us on Monday, March 27 at 11 AM 
in the Jubilee Wing Room of the Molloy Center. 

Fr. Monteleone leads the discussion on the Gospel of 
John concentrating on the Bread of Life Discourse. 

 

ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
 

A lot happened this past week and the coming week 
only gets busier.  

Third grade through Eighth grade traveled to Don 
Bosco Prep in Ramsey to see Shrek on stage. It was 

well received by the students and enjoyed by all.  
It was a wonderful performance.  

This coming week, we have the end of the marking 
period fast approaching.  

We’re entering the last stretch of the year and 
excitement for the fourth marking period abounds with 
Easter Break just around the corner and Multicultural  

Day on the horizon.  
 

Save the Date for St. Philip Prep's TREP$ Marketplace 
run by our own student entrepreneurs!  

Saturday, May 20th from 10:00 - 11:30 AM.  
More information to follow.  

 
SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

 
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
Join us on Sunday, April 16th  

at 3 PM in the church for Holy Hour  
and recitation of the Chaplet of the 

Divine Mercy. 
 

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy 
Immortal One, have mercy on us and on 

the whole world. 
 

FAMILY HOLY HALF HOUR 
Saint Philip would like to welcome all families with young 

children to a family holy HALF hour on Friday, April 
21st, at 5:30 PM in Marian Hall in the Molloy Center.  

A Holy Hour is where we are in the 
presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, 

exposed in front of us, on the altar. It 
is a beautiful experience that families 
often miss out on due to fear of their 
children’s inability to sit still for long 



 

 

durations. This format is geared towards kids by shortening 
the time to a half hour and having music and activities that 
will help your children and you, as parents, understand the 
Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. We encourage you 

to come and spend time with Jesus as a family.  
 

If you have any questions, please speak with Fr. Nico,  
or call the Parish Office at  

(973) 779 6200. 
 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
 

FR. ENGLISH CENTER FOOD COLLECTION 
The Father English Food Pantry is in desperate need of food 
donations. The pantry feeds the working poor and about 
20,000 families are served monthly with more than 1,000 
food bags distributed daily.  Most clients work but cannot 
afford to feed their families.  Let us help them by bringing 
only NON-PERISHABLE  food items with you the 
weekend of April 1st and 2nd, when you come to 
Mass.  Please consider the following donations:  canned 
tuna, canned chicken, rice, beans, pasta, pasta sauce 
(plastic bottles) lentils, peanut butter, and dry cereals. 
Thank you and please leave your donations in a box or bag 
in the back of the church as you enter.  All items will be 
picked up by 10 AM on the Monday after collection. 
 
LIFE MINISTRY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 

BOY SCOUTS 
Palm Cross Fundraiser 
Boy Scout Troop 21 will be selling palm 
crosses before and after masses this weekend 
and next weekend, April 1-2.   
The palm cross price is $14 and can be paid 
by cash, check, or Venmo.  For pre-orders, 
please call Phil Jakimowicz at (973) 723-
6111.  
 
PRIME TIMERS 

The Next Meeting of the Prime Timers will be 
Friday, May 5th at 1 PM in Marian Hall. 

Please note that there will not be an April meeting due to 
the First Friday falling on Good Friday. 

We hope to see you all in May! 

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny 
Please contact the Parish Office for tickets. 

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Thank you, all parishioners, for your generous support of 
our Fish Fry on Sunday March 5th.  It was a very successful 
event which allows us to do our charitable work throughout 

the parish and community. 
 

Welcome Back to the annual Good Friday Blood Drive.  
This event hasn’t been held all during the pandemic and 

there is a desperate need for blood right now. Vitalent, the 
blood donation company will be with us in the Gym from  
8 Am to 1 PM and will give to each donor via email a $10 

Amazon Gift Card as a thank you. Appointments aren’t 
necessary but recommended. Call 1-877-258-4825. 

 
Scholarship Beefsteak dinner 

 Saturday, April 29th at 7 PM in Auditorium.   
Tickets are only $45. Chicken alternative also available  

Credit card purchases at Knights website:  
https://knights-of-columbus-11671.square.site/beefsteak   

or call Ray Lill (973) 472-1756 or  
Dennis Fitzpatrick (973) 271-9577 

 

AROUND CLIFTON 
 

St. Clare Parish in Clifton will be hosting The 
Way of the Cross A Franciscan Mystery Play on Friday, 
March 31st at 8 PM. 

The Way of the Cross is written by Franciscan 
Father Francis Pompei and is not a play in the common 
sense but a prayerful experience that uses special lighting, 
stirring soundtrack, pantomime actions and inspirational 
narration to portray the Stations of the Cross. 

 
 



KIDS KORNER 

GOD BLESS THE NEWLY BAPTIZED 

Timothy Robert 

PARISH GIVING 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: MARCH 20, 2022       $18,179.00 
SUNDAY COLLECTION: MARCH 19, 2023  
Weekly Collection $  9,913.00 
Online Giving Donation $  7,454.00 
Total $17,367.00 

Upcoming Second Collections: 
March 26 - Project Faith 
April 2- The Beacon 

PRIESTS’ SCHEDULE 

Saturday, April 1 
5:30 PM – Fr. Nico 

Sunday, April 2 
8 AM – Fr. Monteleone 
10 AM – Fr. Monteleone 

12 PM – Fr. Nico 

WE PRAY FOR… 

May the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace… 
Rev. Daniel A. Kelly 

A Time to be Healed… 
Barbara Tolvay, Lorraine DeBellis, Sebastian Centinaro, 
Pauline Jelken, The Sikora sisters, Arlene Bayuex, 
Patricia Canavan Petrowski, Jobo Valentin, Pete Malone, 
Maria Tommaro 

MASS INTENTIONS 

SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2023 
8:00 All the People of the Parish 

    10:00 Andrew Chambers 
  Joseph Belli 

 Gloria Attoinese 
 Giuseppe Esposito 

 12:00 Mr. and Mrs. Michael N. Corradino 
 Eileen Pigut 

MONDAY, MARCH 27, 2023 
 9:00 Joyce Tkacz - 1st Anniversary 

TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 2023 
 9:00  Patricia M. Visaggio 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 2023 
 9:00  Sr. Rene Donohue 

 Robert Baran 

THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2023 
  9:00    Francis Slasinski 

FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 2023  
     7:00  Joan Fitzgerald 
     9:00  Joseph and Ann Jasionowicz 

   

 SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 2023 
     9:00    Corazon Nunag 
     5:30  Gloria Attoinese 
  Betty and Al Christiaens 

 Edward Kovacs 

SUNDAY, APRIL 2, 2023 
8:00 Rocco Santo Massino 

  Helen Dikun 
    10:00 Christine Apostadero 

Derek L. Borkowski 
  Mauro D’Alto 

 Anita Garbarino 
 Ben Ricucci 

 12:00 All the People of the Parish 

Joan Hu hes g



 

 

  



ADVERTISE
Y0UR BUSINESS IN THIS SPACE
Join the thousands of professionals and businesses 

in our network and begin growing sales driving 

new client visits and building client retention 

and name recognition.

800-883-4343

BUBUBUSINESS IN THHHISI SPACE
ssanandsds ooff prprofofesessisiononalalss anandd bubusisinenesssseses 

rk and begin growing sales driving 

sits and building client retention

cog initition.

client retention

www.heart.org

We are a relentless force
for a world of longer, 

healthier lives.

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED ON THE JOB?

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
Personal Injury
Workers’ 
Compensation
Social Security
Disability

CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION

CERTIFIED BY THE
SUPREME COURT OF NEW
JERSEY AS A WORKERS’  

COMPENSATION
LAW ATTORNEY

222 RIDGEDALE AVE · CEDAR KNOLLS
315 BROAD STREET · BLOOMFIELD

(973) 326-8902

Diane DeCarolis, APN

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Psychiatric Mental
Health Practitioner

Medication • Psychotherapy
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

UPPER MONTCLAIR

917-751-8700

ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME
660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ

Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011,  Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

973-773-6666                                                                            973-546-4700

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton           FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836        inside

KOVACH ROOFING SPECIALISTS

All Types of
Roofing & Repairs

$300.00 OFF
ANY ROOF OVER $3000.00

$30.00 OFF
ANY REPAIR

(973) 835-5330
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

• New Roofs
• Roof Removal

• Slate Repairs
• Skylight Repairs

CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.
All Forms of Insurance

Auto / Home / Life / Business
Gordon M. Hahn, President • Charles R. Hahn, Vice President

www.hahnagency.com                                  (973) 773-3710150 Clove Road
Little Falls, NJ 07424

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013

(973) 471-9620   |   ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com   |   www.ShookFH.com

Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

NOW OPEN!
MAPLE VALLEY

DINER & RESTAURANT
Quality Food, Great Service, Best Prices

973-473-6444
1116 US HIGHWAY 46 · CLIFTON, NJ 07013

www.aspca.org

Help the ASPCA put  a  stop 
to animal  cruelty.

decoratingdreams21.com

RICHARD C. CUCCI, ESQ.

80 PARK STREET • MONTCLAIR, NJ 07042
Real Estate and Construction Law

Counselor at Law

973-777-3739 • CELL 646-523-5858

Help build a 
future where 
people live 
in harmony 
with nature.

www.worldwildlife.org

Visit our website
to learn more

•

@

Attorney at Law
Wills • Real Estate • Bankruptcy 

Motor Vehicle Offenses

Free Consultation • $50 Discount with this Ad
House and weekend visits available.



James J. Marrocco
Senior Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3320

Michael A. Waller 
Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3017

Brian J. Warner
Manager

NJ Lic. No. 4587

~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrrvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg ThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThTheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPuuuuuuuubbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbblllllllllllllllliiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccccccccccc  SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

973-249-6111 • 470 COLFAX AVENUE • CLIFTON, NJ 07013 • MARROCCOS.COM

Clifton Martial Arts Academy
“A Black Belt is a White Belt That Never Quit”

Taekwondo • Karate • Grappling • Weapons Defense • Adult Program Available
Confidence • Bully-Proofing • Self-Discipline • Respect • Courtesy • Leadership

973-779-0200 
891 Bloomfield Avenue • Clifton, NJ 07012 

info@cliftonmartialarts.com • cliftonmartialarts.com

Jim Meghdir • Chief Instructor • Third Degree Black Belt

ST. PHILIP’S SPECIAL
$50 OFF

INITIAL REGISTRATION

Call Mirka 201-755-6449

ATLANTIC CITY
BUS RIDE

Every
4th

Sunday

CAESARS CASINO BONUS $30.00

COST: $42.00
(Includes Refreshments)ts)

I Make 
House Calls!

 JEFFREY POMPEO
DiFrancesco Bateman
ATTORNEY
908-757-7800

jpompeo@newjerseylaw.net

CLIFTON: 1033 RT 46 EAST, STE 208A
WARREN: 15 MOUNTAIN BLVD · BRICK: 638 MANTOLOKING ROAD

Parishioner

HIRING PT/FT
Champion Plastics in Clifton is looking for a 
B2B/Telemarketer. Monday-Friday @ 25-30 Hrs/
Wk. Reliable with strong communication skills. 

WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT PERSON 
Contact Denise @ 973-777-9400 Ext. 244 

Or E-mail resume To: 
dzangara@championplastics.com

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES
®

Non-Medical Home Care Services
Select Your Experienced Caregiver

jmalik@VisitingAngels.com
www.VisitingAngels.com

Jesse Malik • 973-839-3761

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836    outside

BARTLETT 
GREENHOUSES 
& FLORIST INC.

1313 Van Houten Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07013

973-546-2000
Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr.

N.J. Lic. No. 4022

515 Lexington Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07011

973-777-4332
Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. No. 2732

47  Main  S t r ee t     L i t t l e  Fa l l s ,  NJ  07424

973-256-4700
Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917

ROBERT C. HESS
973-778-9310

840 Van Houten Ave.              Clifton, NJ 07013
Parishioner,  Lector

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480
814 GROVE STREET · CLIFTON

w w w. b i z u b . c o m

F U N E R A L  H O M E

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”
Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:

Monsignor Peter J. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School

Donations can be sent to: 
St. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund · 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013

Ask your employer about matching gifts!

Are You Ready for a Rewarding Career? 
Interested in a Great Opportunity to Volunteer?

Department for Persons with Disabilities
A Catholic Charities Agency in the Diocese of Paterson

Visit www.dpd.org to apply or
to learn more about volunteering.

Volunteer with “People Need Friends” program: volunteer@dpd.org
Career Interest: Send application/resume: employment@dpd.org

DPD, 1 Catholic Charities Way, Oak Ridge, New Jersey 07438
Attn: HR Dept. • Fax 973-406-1113

RAY
GRABOWSKI

LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTOR
Clifton • New Jersey

Compliments Of

973-272-60801162 Broad Street • Clifton, NJ 07013
view/order online at www.ametisonline.com

Ameti’s
11

FRESH FAST FREE DELIVERY
($2 delivery charge will be added on amounts under $10)Pizza PIZZA • SANDWICHES • SALADS • ENTREES


