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4th Sunday of Easter 

April 30, 2023 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
Saturday Evening ………..….…….……………………………… 5:30 PM 
Sunday…….………………...8:00 AM, 10:00 AM (Broadcast) & 12:00 PM 
Monday thru Saturday...….………...…..………………………… 9:00 AM 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Every Saturday ……………………………………………. 4:30 to 5:00 PM 
 

HOLY HOUR 
Every Friday ………………………………………………9:30 to 10:30 AM 

   For a Communion visit and/or 
Anointing of  the Sick, 

please contact the Parish office. 
 
 



 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
Back in 2013, just before I was ordained a priest, 

Pope Francis asked the priests of the world to “be 
shepherds that smell of the sheep.  Smelling like the sheep 
requires getting close to them.  Shepherds got close: they 
slept at the entry to the pen to protect the sheep and keep 
them from wandering off.  Sheep recognized the shepherd’s 
voice and followed; the shepherd held a wandering sheep 
around his neck to reinforce his smell and remind the sheep 
not to wander again. 

Jesus got close to the people.  The Pharisees set 
themselves apart.  He still comes close, taking on human 
flesh.  Jesus healed by giving Himself to us and to God on 
the cross.  He took the high road: not returning insult, not 
threatening, but submitting to those who judged unjustly.  To 
be close to Jesus, we need to follow His example by 
reorienting our lives to live His unconditional, merciful love.  
Submission does not mean becoming a doormat.  Instead, we 
find strength in suffering and the power that comes from the 
work of dying to self.  Filled with the Holy Spirit we can 
forgive, speak truth in love, avoid becoming defensive or 
going on the attack, and live like Christ, the servant of God, 
our Shepherd.   

We are the gatekeepers of our lives. We are the 
keeper and guardian of our heart. Guarding our heart means 
staying awake, being watchful, and remaining diligent. 
Awareness of and reflection on what is happening within and 
outside us are the gatekeeper’s key. Depending on who or 
what it is we either open our heart or keep it closed. 
Sometimes we need to open the gate and sometimes we need 
to keep the gate of our life closed. Look back on your life 
and you can see that. 

To whom or what have you opened your heart in 
the past? Where did it take you? Did it lead to the pastures 
of abundance or was it a dead end, or maybe a detour? When 
have you opened your heart and been surprised by 
possibilities and a fullness of life you could never have 
imagined? 

Who or what stands at your gates today? Who or 
what are the people, opportunities, possibilities, and choices 
that seek entry into your life? The gates in our life are 
threshold places, times of discernment, moments of 
transition, and decisions to be made. To whom or what do 
you need to open and to whom or what do you need to close? 
How might your life change if you open? What might you 
miss if you close? Will your life be enhanced and 
empowered by opening or will something be lost? What pain 
or wound might you prevent by closing? Where is fear in all 
this? Which will enhance and add to life today, opening or 
closing? 

We do not have to make these decisions alone or in 
isolation. Jesus said, “I am the gate.” He is the gate that 
opens and leads to the pastures of abundant life, and he is the 
gate that stands against death. We open or close in 
collaboration with Jesus. “The sheep follow [the shepherd] 
because they know his voice.” 

Not just priests are invited to smell like the sheep.  
All of us are sheep and shepherd, called to care for one 
another in the name of Jesus Christ.  By getting close to 
one another, we can help others hear God’s voice, 
experience His love and God’s forgiveness.  Just as the sheep 
gate is the doorway to the sheep 
pen, so are our lives doors 
through which Jesus Christ, the 
Good Shepherd, dwells in our 
midst and is made known.  
 
Peace, 
Fr. Monteleone 
 

WHEN RECEIVING THE EUCHARIST… 
5 Points to Keep in Mind  

When Receiving The Eucharist 
 

1. Receive the Eucharist in a state of grace 
If you have committed a mortal sin, walk right on over to 
the confessional, be reconciled with the Lord, and then go 
receive Him in the Eucharist. 
2. Observe the 1-hour eucharistic fast 
There are two main reasons: First, mortification is good and 
helps us grow in spiritual discipline. Second, the physical 
hunger we feel should remind us of the hunger and thirst 
we should have for the Eucharist. And really, one hour 
isn’t that long, the fast used to begin the midnight 
preceding receiving the Eucharist. 
3. Arrive at Mass a few minutes early 
Attending Mass and receiving Jesus Christ in the Eucharist 
is the most significant thing we could ever do. If you were 
going to an important dinner, say with diplomats or 
bishops, would you just walk right in, seat yourself at the 
dinner table, and start eating? Probably not.  
You would get dressed and ready, arrive early, seat 
yourself when called to dinner, and follow the “protocol” 
for such an event. There is a certain sense of preparation. 
If we put this much attention into a formal dinner, how 
much more should we prepare for the eternal wedding 
banquet? Take a few minutes of silence before Mass to 
prepare your heart to receive Christ, pray, and be 
intentional. 
4. Make an act of reverence before receiving the 
Eucharist 
You are going to receive the body, blood, soul, and divinity 
of the King of the universe, how could you possibly show 
the respect and reverence due in this moment? 
Honestly, we can probably never show the amount of 
respect that our Savior deserves, but we can do what we 
can! How? This can be done by making a bow before 
receiving the Eucharist. In this reverential act, we 
acknowledge who we are before God and humble ourselves 
to receive Him. Please do not walk away with the 
Eucharist! Consume it as soon as you receive Jesus. If for 
some reason, it fell on the ground, please ask the priest or 
the extraordinary minister of communion to pick-up the 
host.   
 



 

 

5. Make a prayer of thanksgiving after Mass 
Let’s return to the fancy dinner scenario (remember the 
bishops and diplomats). Once you have finished eating, 
would you get up and walk out of the room? No! Judas left 
as soon as he received communion on the Last Supper. 
Especially if other people were still eating dinner and there 
was more to come. After we receive Communion, we are 
the most united with Jesus we can be on this side of 
heaven. This is our chance to open our hearts to Him 
without reserve. To pour out our love and ask for whatever 
grace we need. By staying a few minutes after Mass, we are 
telling Jesus that He is important to us, that our relationship 
with Him matters and warrants our love and attention.  
 

ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
 

Our TREP$ students are learning about pricing and 
marketing, getting ready for our Marketplace  

on May 20th. Mark your calendars! 
Students continue to celebrate the Easter season. 

Our Middle School students are busy practicing for 
our school production of Disney MOANA Jr.  

We hope to see you there! 
Tickets are now available for purchase through 

Eventbrite! Please use the links provided below.  There 
are different links for each day of the performance so 
make sure you use the correct 

one.  Total cost per ticket is $17.85 
($15 Ticket price + $1.79 

Eventbrite service fee + 3.7% 
credit card fee) 

 
7 PM Friday, May 5 
First Performance 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-
philip-preparatory-school-moana-

may-5-2023-tickets-597001927837 
 

7 PM Saturday, May 6 
Second Performance 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-philip-
preparatory-school-moana-may-6-2023-

tickets-597019731087 
 

SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 

As part of our celebration of the feast of  
Saint Joseph the Worker in May,  

Phil Russo will present to us a talk entitled:  
“What we can learn from the life of St. Joseph.”  

 
Join us as we look at St. Joseph's life and how he helped 

prepare Jesus for His ministry. We will see a father's 
faith and wisdom that is borrowed from St. Joseph, a man 
of few words but plenty of action. There will be time for 

questions and personal sharing about  
St. Joseph. 

 
There will be 2 opportunities to hear the same talk on 

Tuesday, May 2nd at 9:45 AM and 7 PM  
in Marian Hall at the Jubilee Wing. 

Hope to see you there! 
 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
The Knights of Columbus want to thank the parishioners of 
St Philip's parish for their generous support of our annual 

Intellectual Disabilities fundraiser.  Anyone who was 
unable to donate during the weekend of April 15 & 16 and 

would like to support this worthwhile cause may mail a 
check to the Knights of Columbus at the Church's address.   

Our Knights Council also welcomes as new/upgraded 
brothers to our council the following gentlemen: 

 

Michael Novak - New 3rd degree Knight 
Valeriano Padilla - New 3rd degree Knight 

Michael W. Gentilello - New 3rd degree Knight 
Jason P. Gentilello - New 3rd degree Knight 

Brian W. Gentilello - Upgraded to 3rd degree Knight 
William P. Gentilello - Upgraded to 3rd degree Knight 

 
Any other gentlemen wishing to become Knights please 

contact Grand Knight Mike Cervine  
(973) 472-7505 or email - michael.cervine@gmail.com 

 
COLUMBIETTES & LIFE MINISTRY 

Columbiettes &  
Ministry in Support of 

Life  
 

In honor of our Blessed Mother,  
we are having our Annual Parish 

Drive By Baby Shower on  
Saturday, May 20, 2023 from 9:30 AM 

to 11:00 AM in the Main Parking Lot.  
We are collecting new or 

gently used items in sizes Newborn to Size 6 Children, for 
St Mary’s Hospital Family Center.  

Many Thanks! 
 
 

LIFE MINISTRY 
 
 
 

 



SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

PRIME TIMERS
A Tricky Tray following the meeting on

Friday, May 5th at 1 PM in Marian Hall.
Please bring 1 new unwrapped item to the meeting.

ATLANTIC CITY BUS TRIP
Prime Timers are going to Resorts Casino in Atlantic City 
on Tuesday, June 20th.  Bus leaves from St. Philips Drive 
at 9:30 AM. Price is $40.
For tickets, please call Sylvia at (973) 742-9286

CARNIVAL
St. Philips Carnival will be 

4 days this year, 
Thursday, June 22 - Sunday, June 25.

We are looking for new volunteers to join all 
of our veterans volunteers. 

It's 4 days of fun, laughs, and excitement.
There will be another Volunteer Meeting on

Thursday, May 11 at 7 PM in Marian Hall.

Soda/Water Donations
Name brand soda and bottled water for the Soda & Water 

Booth can be left at the school kitchen door.

OPEN HOUSE

Morris Catholic High School in Denville, NJ is accepting 
applications for the Class of 2027 and for transfer students for this 
upcoming academic year. Learn more about Morris Catholic 
through our Admissions events! Our Spring Open House date is:
Sunday, May 7th, from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm
You can sign up for these events at 
www.morriscatholic.org/openhouse/
We are also offering shadow days and in-person
Campus tours this Spring for those students will be
looking to join us during the 2023 - 2024 Academic Year.
Contact admissions@morriscatholic.org to schedule.
One of these visits or for more information about our
application process!
You can also visit www.morriscatholic.org to learn
more about all our athletic, academic, and
extracurricular programs.

PARISH GIVING

SUNDAY COLLECTION: APRIL 24, 2022             $ 16,637.00
SUNDAY COLLECTION: APRIL 23, 2023
WEEKLY COLLECTION                                            $ 9,973.00
ONLINE GIVING DONATION $  6,190.00
TOTAL $16,163.00

EASTER 2022 $52,844.00
EASTER 2023 YTD $43,744.00

Upcoming Second Collections:
May 14 - Project Faith

WE PRAY FOR…

For the Recently Deceased…
Marge Sirvidio

A Time to be Healed…
Lorraine DeBellis, Sebastian Centinaro, Pauline Jelken, 
The Sikora sisters, Arlene Bayuex, Jobo Valentin, 
Maria Tommaro, Marge Sirvidio, Susan Cinek

MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2023 
8:00 Josephine Mazzara

John Michel
10:00 Ed Kovacs

Helen Dikun
Mary Spychaj

12:00 Marlene Chidiac
Eileen Pigut

MONDAY, MAY 1, 2023
9:00 Susan Campbell

TUESDAY, May 2, 2023
9:00 Rogelio DelaCruz

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 2023
9:00 Corazon Nunag

THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2023 
9:00 Magna Jumao-as

Frank Slasinski

FRIDAY, MAY 5, 2023 
9:00 Peter Cavalero

SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2023
9:00 Cecil Duggan

      5:30 Hatti and Frank Roszkiewicz
Mario Corado Avilla
Teresa Soldo

SUNDAY, May 7, 2023
8:00 All the People of the Parish

10:00 Raymond Belli
Anna Maria and Nicolo Pansini
Ed Kovacs
William LaMonica

12:00 Robert Drozdowski
Dr. Danilo Bolima



GOD BLESS
AMERICA

If the lights are 
flashing,

It’s Not a Suggestion,
It’s the Law.

no passing.

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED ON THE JOB?

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
Personal Injury
Workers’ 
Compensation
Social Security
Disability

CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION

CERTIFIED BY THE
SUPREME COURT OF NEW
JERSEY AS A WORKERS’  

COMPENSATION
LAW ATTORNEY

222 RIDGEDALE AVE · CEDAR KNOLLS
315 BROAD STREET · BLOOMFIELD

(973) 326-8902

Diane DeCarolis, APN

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Psychiatric Mental
Health Practitioner

Medication • Psychotherapy
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

UPPER MONTCLAIR

917-751-8700

ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME
660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ

Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011,  Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

973-773-6666                                                                            973-546-4700

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton           FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836        inside

KOVACH ROOFING SPECIALISTS

All Types of
Roofing & Repairs

$300.00 OFF
ANY ROOF OVER $3000.00

$30.00 OFF
ANY REPAIR

(973) 835-5330
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

• New Roofs
• Roof Removal

• Slate Repairs
• Skylight Repairs

CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.
All Forms of Insurance

Auto / Home / Life / Business
Gordon M. Hahn, President • Charles R. Hahn, Vice President

www.hahnagency.com                                  (973) 773-3710150 Clove Road
Little Falls, NJ 07424

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013

(973) 471-9620   |   ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com   |   www.ShookFH.com

Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

NOW OPEN!
MAPLE VALLEY

DINER & RESTAURANT
Quality Food, Great Service, Best Prices

973-473-6444
1116 US HIGHWAY 46 · CLIFTON, NJ 07013

www.aspca.org

Help the ASPCA put  a  stop 
to animal  cruelty.

decoratingdreams21.com

RICHARD C. CUCCI, ESQ.

80 PARK STREET • MONTCLAIR, NJ 07042
Real Estate and Construction Law

Counselor at Law

973-777-3739 • CELL 646-523-5858

Help build a 
future where 
people live 
in harmony 
with nature.

www.worldwildlife.org

Visit our website
to learn more

•

@

Attorney at Law
Wills • Real Estate • Bankruptcy 

Motor Vehicle Offenses

Free Consultation • $50 Discount with this Ad
House and weekend visits available.

In the United States, one in 
nine people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support
Our Parish



www.Call811.com

ADVERTISE
Y0UR BUSINESS IN THIS SPACE
Join the thousands of professionals and businesses 
in our network and begin growing sales driving 
new client visits and building client retention 
and name recognition.

800-883-4343

BUBUBUSINESS IN THHHISI SPACE
ssanandsds ooff prprofofesessisiononalalss anandd bubusisinenesssseses
rk and begin growing sales driving 
sits and building client retention 
cog initition.

client retention 

James J. Marrocco
Senior Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3320

Michael A. Waller 
Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3017

Brian J. Warner
Manager

NJ Lic. No. 4587

~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrrvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg ThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThTheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPuuuuuuuubbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbblllllllllllllllliiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccccccccccc  SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

973-249-6111 • 470 COLFAX AVENUE • CLIFTON, NJ 07013 • MARROCCOS.COM

Clifton Martial Arts Academy
“A Black Belt is a White Belt That Never Quit”

Taekwondo • Karate • Grappling • Weapons Defense • Adult Program Available
Confidence • Bully-Proofing • Self-Discipline • Respect • Courtesy • Leadership

973-779-0200 
891 Bloomfield Avenue • Clifton, NJ 07012 

info@cliftonmartialarts.com • cliftonmartialarts.com

Jim Meghdir • Chief Instructor • Third Degree Black Belt

ST. PHILIP’S SPECIAL
$50 OFF

INITIAL REGISTRATION

I Make 
House Calls!

 JEFFREY POMPEO
DiFrancesco Bateman
ATTORNEY
908-757-7800

jpompeo@newjerseylaw.net

CLIFTON: 1033 RT 46 EAST, STE 208A
WARREN: 15 MOUNTAIN BLVD · BRICK: 638 MANTOLOKING ROAD

ParishionerHIRING PT/FT
Champion Plastics in Clifton is looking for a 
B2B/Telemarketer. Monday-Friday @ 25-30 Hrs/
Wk. Reliable with strong communication skills. 

WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT PERSON 
Contact Denise @ 973-777-9400 Ext. 244 

Or E-mail resume To: 
dzangara@championplastics.com

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES
®

Non-Medical Home Care Services
Select Your Experienced Caregiver

jmalik@VisitingAngels.com
www.VisitingAngels.com

Jesse Malik • 973-839-3761

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836    outside

BARTLETT 
GREENHOUSES 
& FLORIST INC.

1313 Van Houten Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07013

973-546-2000
Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr.

N.J. Lic. No. 4022

515 Lexington Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07011

973-777-4332
Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. No. 2732

47  Main  S t r ee t     L i t t l e  Fa l l s ,  NJ  07424

973-256-4700
Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917

ROBERT C. HESS
973-778-9310

840 Van Houten Ave.              Clifton, NJ 07013
Parishioner,  Lector

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480
814 GROVE STREET · CLIFTON

w w w. b i z u b . c o m

F U N E R A L  H O M E

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”
Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:

Monsignor Peter J. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School

Donations can be sent to: 
St. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund · 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013

Ask your employer about matching gifts!

Are You Ready for a Rewarding Career? 
Interested in a Great Opportunity to Volunteer?

Department for Persons with Disabilities
A Catholic Charities Agency in the Diocese of Paterson

Visit www.dpd.org to apply or
to learn more about volunteering.

Volunteer with “People Need Friends” program: volunteer@dpd.org
Career Interest: Send application/resume: employment@dpd.org

DPD, 1 Catholic Charities Way, Oak Ridge, New Jersey 07438
Attn: HR Dept. • Fax 973-406-1113

RAY
GRABOWSKI

LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTOR
Clifton • New Jersey

Compliments Of

973-272-60801162 Broad Street • Clifton, NJ 07013
view/order online at www.ametisonline.com

Ameti’s
11

FRESH FAST FREE DELIVERY
($2 delivery charge will be added on amounts under $10)Pizza PIZZA • SANDWICHES • SALADS • ENTREES


