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5th Sunday of Easter 

May 7, 2023 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
Saturday Evening ………..….…….……………………………… 5:30 PM 
Sunday…….………………...8:00 AM, 10:00 AM (Broadcast) & 12:00 PM 
Monday thru Saturday...….………...…..………………………… 9:00 AM 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Every Saturday ……………………………………………. 4:30 to 5:00 PM 
 

HOLY HOUR 
Every Friday ………………………………………………9:30 to 10:30 AM 

   For a Communion visit and/or 
Anointing of  the Sick, 

please contact the Parish office. 
 
 



 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

The words of today’s gospel are a beautiful 
description of eternal life. It is a gospel that I usually 
proclaim at every funeral Mass. Jesus promises us that 
we will dwell with him forever in our father’s house. So, 
who would not want to live there? There is only one 
problem. We have to die to get there. And death is 
something that you and I wish to avoid thinking 
about. We live our lives from day to day, always 
believing that another day will follow. When someone 
we know dies, we shake our head acknowledging the 
loss, but then go on with living forgetting that death, in 
its own time, will come for us as well. We tend to deny 
our own death. But this is of no benefit to us. In fact, 
there is an advantage to recognizing and acknowledging 
our own mortality. 

 
Jeff Piehler was a retired thoracic surgeon who 

was diagnosed with stage-four prostate cancer. Death for 
Jeff was very much on the horizon. But instead of trying 
to deny his condition, Jeff looked for a way to 
acknowledge it. He decided that he wanted to make his 
own coffin. So, he worked with a carpenter artist and 
together they formed a stunningly simple and elegant 
pine box. Jeff’s family was uncomfortable with his 
project. They saw it as a way of him giving up on life. 
But Jeff insisted that the exact opposite was true. Far 
from fixating on his death, his project led him to live his 
life more deeply than he ever had before. For example, it 
was literally impossible for him to become upset and 
angry with the person ahead of him on the freeway who 
was driving too slowly after having just come from 
sanding the lid on his coffin. Other things changed as 
well. Coveting material things, bearing old grudges, 
worrying about what people thought about him, all 
revealed themselves as an ultimate waste of time. 

 
His coffin was indeed a reminder of the fate that 

awaits us all. But its deepest meaning was to live every 
minute of life to its fullest potential. Jesus’ words in 
today’s gospel should be interpreted in this context. 
Jesus points to our own death not to depress us, but 
to reveal the value of every moment we live. Jesus 
promises us eternal joy, not as an escape from this 
present life, but so that we might live our life more 
deeply. When we live life aware of the limited time that 
we have, we take fewer and fewer things for granted. We 
take time to celebrate every life-giving relationship, to 
savor every act of love, to rejoice in every chance 
meeting, to enjoy every small blessing that life bestows. 
That is why Jesus says, “Do not let your hearts be 
troubled.” Because he understands that when we 
acknowledge our own mortality, we live life more 
deeply, and when we live life more deeply, we are no 

longer afraid of dying. The more we can live our lives 
in thankfulness and joy, the less power death has over 
us. 

 
Jeff Piehler understood this truth. On the inside 

lid of his coffin, just above the place where his head 
would lie, he carved his favorite verse of poetry. It reads, 
“I have loved the stars too fondly to be fearful of the 
night.” 
 
Peace, 
Fr. Monteleone 
 

WHEN RECEIVING THE EUCHARIST… 
 

5 Points to Keep in Mind  
When Receiving The Eucharist 

 

1. Receive the Eucharist in a state of grace 
If you have committed a mortal sin, walk right on over to 
the confessional, be reconciled with the Lord, and then go 
receive Jesus in the Eucharist. 
 
2. Observe the 1-hour Eucharistic fast 
There are two main reasons: First, mortification is good and 
helps us grow in spiritual discipline. Second, the physical 
hunger we feel should remind us of the hunger and thirst 
we should have for the Eucharist. And really, one hour 
isn’t that long, the fast used to begin the midnight 
preceding receiving the Eucharist. 
 
3. Arrive at Mass a few minutes early 
Attending Mass and receiving Jesus in the Eucharist is the 
most significant thing we could ever do. If you were going 
to an important dinner, say with the Pope, or the President 
or diplomats, would you just walk right in, seat yourself at 
the dinner table, and start eating? Probably not.  
You would get dressed and ready, arrive early, seat 
yourself when called to dinner, and follow the “protocol” 
for such an event. There is a certain sense of preparation. 
If we put this much attention into a formal dinner, how 
much more should we prepare for the heavenly banquet? 
Take a few minutes of silence before Mass to prepare your 
heart to receive Jesus, pray, and be intentional.  
 
4. Make an act of reverence before receiving the 
Eucharist 
You are going to receive the body, blood, soul, and divinity 
of the King of the universe, how could you possibly show 
the respect and reverence due in this moment? 
Honestly, we can probably never show the amount of 
respect that our Savior deserves, but we can do what we 
can! How? This can be done by making a bow before 
receiving the Eucharist. In this reverential act, we 
acknowledge who we are before God and humble ourselves 
to receive Him. Please do not walk away with the 
Eucharist! Consume it as soon as you receive Jesus. If for 
some reason, it fell on the ground, please ask the priest or 



 

 

the extraordinary minister of communion to pick-up the 
host.  
 
5. Make a prayer of thanksgiving after Mass 
Let’s return to the fancy dinner scenario (remember the 
Pope and diplomats). Once you have finished eating, would 
you get up and walk out of the room? No! Judas left as 
soon as he received communion on the Last Supper. 
Especially if other people were still eating dinner and there 
was more to come. After we receive Communion, we are 
the most united with Jesus we can be on this side of 
heaven. This is our chance to open our hearts to Him 
without reserve. To pour out our love and ask for whatever 
grace we need. By staying a few minutes after Mass, we are 
telling Jesus that He is important to us, that our relationship 
with Him matters and warrants our love and attention. Plus, 
you will miss the final prayer and blessing! 
 
 

ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
 

The students celebrated Pastor Appreciation Day by 
making posters and banners dedicated to Fr. Monteleone 

and displaying them in the hallways this past Friday.  
 

Grade 6 is learning the Mysteries of the Rosary in honor 
of Mary because May is the month to honor Mary. 

  
The students are preparing for their  

NWEA testing next week. 
 

Students worked on artwork, posters, and brochures in 
preparation for Multi-Cultural Day in May. 

 
SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 
COLUMBIETTES & LIFE MINISTRY 

 
 
 
 

Columbiettes 
&  

Ministry in 
Support of Life  

 

 
In honor of our Blessed Mother, 
we are having our Annual Parish 

Drive By Baby Shower on  
Saturday, May 20, 2023 from 9:30 AM 
to 11:00 AM in the Main Parking Lot.  

We are collecting new or 
gently used items in sizes Newborn to Size 6 Children, for 

St Mary’s Hospital Family Center.  
Many Thanks! 

 
 
 
 

LIFE MINISTRY 
 
 
 
 

 

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 

WIDOW AND WODIWERS 
The Next meeting of the Widow and Widowers will be 
on Monday, May 8th at 2 PM in the Molloy Center.  
Anyone who is experiencing a loss is most welcome. 
 
COLUMBIETTE BLANKET MINISTRY 
The last meeting for this season is Thursday, May 18th at 
9:45 AM in the Molloy Center.  A big thank you to Jackie 
and Georgeanna for your generous monetary 
donations.  We were able to fill our yarn bags!  We will 
celebrate our 11th anniversary on May 10, 2023.  Our last 
big projects are baby blanket and hat sets to be donated to 
St. Mary’s Hospital and shawls and blankets for NJ 
Hospice.   Thank you for your support over the years!  For 
more information, call Cathie Murtha at (973) 471-1265. 
 
ROSARY SOCIETY 
All are welcome to join us in honoring Our Blessed Mother 
at our May 22 meeting.  Our annual induction begins with 
Mass at 6:30 PM in Marian Hall. Please join us as we 
recite the Rosary during this special month of Mary.   
Refreshments and camaraderie to follow! 
 
PRIME TIMERS 
ATLANTIC CITY BUS TRIP 
Prime Timers are going to Resorts 
Casino in Atlantic City on Tuesday, 
June 20th.  Bus leaves from St. Philips 
Drive at 9:30 AM. Price is $40. 
For tickets, please call Sylvia at (973) 742-9286 
 
 
 
 



HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
Join us for a Paint and Sip Night!

CARNIVAL
St. Philips Carnival will be 

4 days this year, 
Thursday, June 22 - Sunday, June 25.

We are looking for new volunteers to join 
all of our veterans volunteers. 

It's 4 days of fun, laughs, and excitement.

There will be another Volunteer Meeting on
Thursday, May 11 at 7 PM in Marian Hall.

Soda/Water Donations
Name brand soda and bottled water for the Soda & Water 

Booth can be left at the school kitchen door.

PARISH GIVING

SUNDAY COLLECTION: MAY 1, 2022               $ 16,415.00
SUNDAY COLLECTION: APRIL 30, 2023
WEEKLY COLLECTION                                              $ 9,220.00
ONLINE GIVING DONATION $  7,420.00
TOTAL $16,640.00

EASTER 2022 $52,844.00
EASTER 2023 YTD $43,814.00

Upcoming Second Collections:
May 14 - Project Faith

WE PRAY FOR…

For the Recently Deceased…
Klaus Schreiber

A Time to be Healed…
Lorraine DeBellis, Sebastian Centinaro, Pauline Jelken, 
The Sikora sisters, Arlene Bayuex, Jobo Valentin, 
Maria Tommaro, Susan Cinek

MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY, May 7, 2023 
8:00 All the People of the Parish

10:00 Raymond Belli
Anna Maria and Nicolo Pansini
Ed Kovacs
William LaMonica

12:00 Robert Drozdowski
Dr. Danilo Bolima

MONDAY, MAY 8, 2023
9:00 Giuseppe Esposito - 1st Anniversary

TUESDAY, May 9, 2023
9:00 Robert Bobal

Jane Moran - Special Intentions

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023
9:00 Marge Sirvidio

THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 
9:00 Joseph Scafidi

Mary and George Kelly

FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2023 
9:00 Intention of William Keating

SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023
9:00 Klaus Schreiber

      5:30 Edward Kovacs
Mary Spychaj
Robert Moore

SUNDAY, May 14, 2023
8:00 Leandro Salme

Kathleen Altilio
10:00 Maryann Spohn

Estanislao and Rosario Llames
Sherry Gayle Keene
Marlene Chidiac

12:00 All the People of the Parish



GOD BLESS
AMERICA

If the lights are 
flashing,

It’s Not a Suggestion,
It’s the Law.

no passing.

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED ON THE JOB?

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
Personal Injury
Workers’ 
Compensation
Social Security
Disability

CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION

CERTIFIED BY THE
SUPREME COURT OF NEW
JERSEY AS A WORKERS’  

COMPENSATION
LAW ATTORNEY

222 RIDGEDALE AVE · CEDAR KNOLLS
315 BROAD STREET · BLOOMFIELD

(973) 326-8902

Diane DeCarolis, APN

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Psychiatric Mental
Health Practitioner

Medication • Psychotherapy
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

UPPER MONTCLAIR

917-751-8700

ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME
660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ

Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011,  Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

973-773-6666                                                                            973-546-4700

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton           FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836        inside

KOVACH ROOFING SPECIALISTS

All Types of
Roofing & Repairs

$300.00 OFF
ANY ROOF OVER $3000.00

$30.00 OFF
ANY REPAIR

(973) 835-5330
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

• New Roofs
• Roof Removal

• Slate Repairs
• Skylight Repairs

CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.
All Forms of Insurance

Auto / Home / Life / Business
Gordon M. Hahn, President • Charles R. Hahn, Vice President

www.hahnagency.com                                  (973) 773-3710150 Clove Road
Little Falls, NJ 07424

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013

(973) 471-9620   |   ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com   |   www.ShookFH.com

Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

NOW OPEN!
MAPLE VALLEY

DINER & RESTAURANT
Quality Food, Great Service, Best Prices

973-473-6444
1116 US HIGHWAY 46 · CLIFTON, NJ 07013

www.aspca.org

Help the ASPCA put  a  stop 
to animal  cruelty.

decoratingdreams21.com

RICHARD C. CUCCI, ESQ.

80 PARK STREET • MONTCLAIR, NJ 07042
Real Estate and Construction Law

Counselor at Law

973-777-3739 • CELL 646-523-5858

Help build a 
future where 
people live 
in harmony 
with nature.

www.worldwildlife.org

Visit our website
to learn more

•

@

Attorney at Law
Wills • Real Estate • Bankruptcy 

Motor Vehicle Offenses

Free Consultation • $50 Discount with this Ad
House and weekend visits available.

In the United States, one in 
nine people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support
Our Parish



www.Call811.com

ADVERTISE
Y0UR BUSINESS IN THIS SPACE
Join the thousands of professionals and businesses 
in our network and begin growing sales driving 
new client visits and building client retention 
and name recognition.

800-883-4343

BUBUBUSINESS IN THHHISI SPACE
ssanandsds ooff prprofofesessisiononalalss anandd bubusisinenesssseses
rk and begin growing sales driving 
sits and building client retention 
cog initition.

client retention 

James J. Marrocco
Senior Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3320

Michael A. Waller 
Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3017

Brian J. Warner
Manager

NJ Lic. No. 4587

~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrrvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg ThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThTheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPuuuuuuuubbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbblllllllllllllllliiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccccccccccc  SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

973-249-6111 • 470 COLFAX AVENUE • CLIFTON, NJ 07013 • MARROCCOS.COM

Clifton Martial Arts Academy
“A Black Belt is a White Belt That Never Quit”

Taekwondo • Karate • Grappling • Weapons Defense • Adult Program Available
Confidence • Bully-Proofing • Self-Discipline • Respect • Courtesy • Leadership

973-779-0200 
891 Bloomfield Avenue • Clifton, NJ 07012 

info@cliftonmartialarts.com • cliftonmartialarts.com

Jim Meghdir • Chief Instructor • Third Degree Black Belt

ST. PHILIP’S SPECIAL
$50 OFF

INITIAL REGISTRATION

I Make 
House Calls!

 JEFFREY POMPEO
DiFrancesco Bateman
ATTORNEY
908-757-7800

jpompeo@newjerseylaw.net

CLIFTON: 1033 RT 46 EAST, STE 208A
WARREN: 15 MOUNTAIN BLVD · BRICK: 638 MANTOLOKING ROAD

ParishionerHIRING PT/FT
Champion Plastics in Clifton is looking for a 
B2B/Telemarketer. Monday-Friday @ 25-30 Hrs/
Wk. Reliable with strong communication skills. 

WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT PERSON 
Contact Denise @ 973-777-9400 Ext. 244 

Or E-mail resume To: 
dzangara@championplastics.com

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES
®

Non-Medical Home Care Services
Select Your Experienced Caregiver

jmalik@VisitingAngels.com
www.VisitingAngels.com

Jesse Malik • 973-839-3761

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836    outside

BARTLETT 
GREENHOUSES 
& FLORIST INC.

1313 Van Houten Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07013

973-546-2000
Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr.

N.J. Lic. No. 4022

515 Lexington Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07011

973-777-4332
Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. No. 2732

47  Main  S t r ee t     L i t t l e  Fa l l s ,  NJ  07424

973-256-4700
Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917

ROBERT C. HESS
973-778-9310

840 Van Houten Ave.              Clifton, NJ 07013
Parishioner,  Lector

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480
814 GROVE STREET · CLIFTON

w w w. b i z u b . c o m

F U N E R A L  H O M E

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”
Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:

Monsignor Peter J. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School

Donations can be sent to: 
St. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund · 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013

Ask your employer about matching gifts!

Are You Ready for a Rewarding Career? 
Interested in a Great Opportunity to Volunteer?

Department for Persons with Disabilities
A Catholic Charities Agency in the Diocese of Paterson

Visit www.dpd.org to apply or
to learn more about volunteering.

Volunteer with “People Need Friends” program: volunteer@dpd.org
Career Interest: Send application/resume: employment@dpd.org

DPD, 1 Catholic Charities Way, Oak Ridge, New Jersey 07438
Attn: HR Dept. • Fax 973-406-1113

RAY
GRABOWSKI

LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTOR
Clifton • New Jersey

Compliments Of

973-272-60801162 Broad Street • Clifton, NJ 07013
view/order online at www.ametisonline.com

Ameti’s
11

FRESH FAST FREE DELIVERY
($2 delivery charge will be added on amounts under $10)Pizza PIZZA • SANDWICHES • SALADS • ENTREES


