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17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

July 30, 2023 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
Saturday Evening ………..….…….……………………………… 5:30 PM 
Sunday…….………………...8:00 AM, 10:00 AM (Broadcast) & 12:00 PM 
Monday thru Saturday...….………...…..………………………… 9:00 AM 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Every Saturday ……………………………………………. 4:30 to 5:00 PM 
 

HOLY HOUR 
Every Friday ………………………………………………9:30 to 10:30 AM 

   For a Communion visit and/or 
Anointing of  the Sick, 

please contact the Parish office. 
 
 



 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 
Dear Parishioners,  
 

Years ago, my brother, Andrew was playing 
basketball in the driveway with his friends. During the 
game, he lost one of his contact lenses. He searched up and 
down the driveway to find it without success. So, he gave 
up and he went into the house to tell our mom. She 
undertook the cause and went out to look. In just a few 
minutes she came in holding the contact lens in her hand. “I 
don’t get it,” said Andrew. “I looked everywhere. How did 
you do that?” “Well,” she explained, “we were looking for 
different things. You were looking for a small piece of 
plastic. I was looking for $300.” 

 
What we value determines the search. This truth 

is captured in today’s gospel parable of the merchant. In a 
few words Jesus presents us with this man whose life is 
dedicated to searching for fine pearls. They are his heart’s 
desire. He is enchanted by their beauty and smitten by their 
perfection. No effort is too great nor is no distance too far 
for him to search for them. Others who are not as fond of 
pearls might believe that his dedication and excitement are 
excessive. But this merchant knows what he values. He 
knows what he wants. And when he finds a pearl of great 
price, he will sell everything to have it. 

 
Now the scandal of this parable is that God is 

the merchant, and God is searching for us. There is no 
explaining why God is so determined to find us. God has 
already given us our lives, our minds, our abilities, our 
families, and friends. God has already given us his Son and 
the promise of eternal life. But God wants more. God wants 
to possess us as his own. 

 
We are the ones who usually pass on this 

opportunity. We believe in God, and we know that all good 
things come from God. Yet we pray, “God, thank you for 
all that I have received—for my life, for my job, for my 
family and friends—but could you please remain a giver 
from afar? Why do you have to come so close? I am not 
really ready to be all in. Can’t I just live a moral life and go 
to church on the weekends? I love you, and I will praise 
you. But I really don’t want to be your possession.” Yet 
despite all our protests that we are too busy, that we are too 
fearful, that we are too sinful, God keeps coming. God 
keeps searching for an opportunity to catch our 
imagination, to break our routine, to open our hearts so 
that He can have us. No effort is too great, no distance is 
too far to keep God from coming, always hoping that we 
will be willing to go deeper, that we will be willing to hand 
ourselves over. Then we would see what satisfaction there 
is in following the gospel, how much sense it makes to 
forgive our enemies, what energy we would have to work 
for justice, and what joy would be ours to be God’s own. 
 

We can always say no. We can always resist this 
deeper relationship. But God does not give up. What God 

values determines the search, and to Him we are not a small 
piece of plastic. We are a pearl of great price. He wants us 
to be his. And so, in the end it is both sensible and wise to 
give in. In fact, it is our salvation to let ourselves be found. 
    
Peace,   
Fr. Monteleone 
 
 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

 
Registration for our Religious Education and 

Confirmation Programs is now open!  
If you have a child in grades 1 through 10, we invite 

your family to join our program.  
For details, please visit our Parish website at 

www.stphilip.org  
If you have any questions, please email us 

at: reled@stphilip.org 

~ 
Missing Baptism, First Communion,  

or Confirmation? 
Want to be a fully initiated Catholic? 

 
We know life gets busy and takes us away 

from what we intend. 
Allow us to help and walk with you on the 

journey of a life in faith! 
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF 
ADULTS at Saint Philip  

will meet beginning September 2023. 
 

Let us know if you’ll join us:  
lvalenti@stphilip.org 

 
THANK YOU! 

 
Thank you to Paula Mutter and the Vacation Bible School 

team for an amazing journey for our children to Shine 
Jesus’ Light this year at our Stellar Vacation Bible School. 

The children enjoyed themselves and  
we can’t wait until next year! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
 

LIFE MINISTRY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 St. Philip is recruiting 
ALTAR SERVERS! 

 
All students in grades 4 to 8,  

who have made their  
First Holy Communion are invited to 

become part of this ministry. 
 

If interested, please call the Parish 
Office at (973) 779 6200 

or email Linda at lvalenti@stphilip.org by August 15th. 
 
 

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES 
PRIMETIMERS 
Atlantic City Bus Trip 
Prime Timers are going to Resorts Casino in 
Atlantic City on Thursday, August 24th. 
Bus leaves from St. Philips Drive at 9:30 AM. 
Price is $40. 
For tickets, please call Sylvia at (973) 742-9286. 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Golf Outing Sept. 21st Knolls Country Club 
Enjoy a day of golf with lunch, cocktail reception,  

gifts, prizes, raffles, and much more. 
Win a new car or a new 

motorcycle! 
Individual golfers, foursomes, 

sponsors are all welcome. 
To register or information go to: 

https://st-philips-kofc-golf-
outing.perfectgolfevent.com/ 

 
 

DIOCESAN OPPORTUNITIES 
 

St. Philip, with Father Nico, will join  
Bishop Kevin Sweeney for a One-Day Marian 

Pilgrimage at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC,  

on October 14, 2023. 
 

The One-Day Pilgrimage includes: 
All-day activities at Shrine 
Transportation and Gratuity 

Rest Stop going and Meal Stop on return 
Bus will depart St. Philip’s lower lot at 6 AM 

Depart Washington at 4:15 PM 
$65 per person 

 

Please register for the pilgrimage  
by calling the Parish Office at  

(973) 779 6200  
or by emailing Linda at lvalenti@stphilip.org 

 
 
 
 



YOUTH CATHOLIC PROFESSIONALS 
YCP North NJ's FIRST Executive Speaker Series will be 

held on Wednesday, August 2nd at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Church in Ridgewood, NJ from 7-9 PM. 

This is a free event open to the public in which executives 
share their career and faith journeys with young 

professionals. Our speaker will be Gene Zannetti, Owner & 
Founder of Winning Mindset, who has worked with 
Olympic Teams and professional athletes across the 
world. Gene will also be a 2024 YCP Conference 

Speaker along with Harrison Butler, 2X Super Bowl 
Champion kicker for the Kansas City Chiefs and one of the 
top kickers in the NFL. Attendees can enjoy complimentary 

drinks & appetizers and have a chance to network before 
and after the evening's presentation. Registration is 

required, please RSVP here: https://bit.ly/august2ESS

CATHOLIC CAMP 

AROUND CLIFTON 

The Theater League of Clifton and the Clifton Arts Center 
will host

"A Toast to Broadway,"
a musical revue and joint fundraiser

featuring vocalists:
Dorothy Dobkowski, Mingo Long, Kim Mesiti, Jason 
Tamashausky and musical director, Jalmari Vanamo

at the Clifton Arts Center, 900 Clifton Ave. on: Aug. 25 
and 26 at 7:30 PM and Aug. 27 at 2:00 PM.

Tickets can be purchased online in advance for $40 
at: www.cliftonartscenter.org or for $45 at the door. 

Prosecco and light refreshments included.

PARISH GIVING 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: JULY 24, 2022      $ 14,249.00
SUNDAY COLLECTION: JULY 23, 2023
WEEKLY COLLECTION      $ 9, 084.00
ONLINE GIVING DONATION      $    6,290.00
TOTAL      $ 15,374.00
SECOND COLLECTION-PROJECT FAITH $ 1,980.00

Upcoming Second Collections:
August 13 – Project Faith

WE PRAY FOR… 

For the Recently Deceased…
Joyce Thomas, Barbara Ann Wood
A Time to be Healed…
Arlene Bayuex, Jobo Valentin, Maria Tommaro, 
Claire Chilazi, Asnel Rivero, Alina Nicastro, Edvie Canavan,
Joanne Barrett

MASS INTENTIONS 
SUNDAY, JULY 3 , 2023 

8:00 For all the People of the Parish
10:00 William Regan

George Jeffers
Catie Smith
Todd Barnes

12:00 James Bicksler
Nicolina Scelfo

MONDAY, JULY 31, 2023
9:00 John McLaughlin

Msgr. John B. Wehrlen - 1st Anniversary

TUESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2023
9:00 Sam Rizzo

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2023
9:00 Marino DePasquale

THURSDAY, AUGUST 3, 2023
9:00 Rizaldy Quintos

FRIDAY, AUGUST 4, 2023 
9:00 Gloria Attoinese

SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, 2023
9:00 Rogelio Dela Cruz
5:30 Sr. Eileen Kelly P.B.V.M. 

21st Death Anniversary
Marge Sirvidio
Kelsey O’Donnell

SUNDAY, AUGUST 6, 2023
8:00 Kazimiera Kuras - 4th Anniversary

10:00 Anthony R. Lipari
Gloria Attoinese
Mary Spychaj
Mariana Laya

12:00 For all the People of the Parish



★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

www.lawmarcbrenner.com• mblaw@optonline.net

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

222 RIDGEDALE AVE • CEDAR KNOLLS / 315 BROAD ST • BLOOMFIELD

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902
• Personal Injury
• Workers’ Compensation
• Social Security Disability

CERTIFIED BY THE SUPREME COURT OF NEW JERSEY
AS A WORKERS’ COMPENSATION LAW ATTORNEY CALL/TEXT 973-476-1414

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED ON THE JOB?

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
Personal Injury
Workers’ 
Compensation
Social Security
Disability

CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION

CERTIFIED BY THE
SUPREME COURT OF NEW
JERSEY AS A WORKERS’  

COMPENSATION
LAW ATTORNEY

222 RIDGEDALE AVE · CEDAR KNOLLS
315 BROAD STREET · BLOOMFIELD

(973) 326-8902

Diane DeCarolis, APN

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Psychiatric Mental
Health Practitioner

Medication • Psychotherapy
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

UPPER MONTCLAIR

917-751-8700

ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME
660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ

Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011,  Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

973-773-6666                                                                            973-546-4700

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton           FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836        inside

CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.
All Forms of Insurance

Auto / Home / Life / Business
Gordon M. Hahn, President • Charles R. Hahn, Vice President

www.hahnagency.com                                  (973) 773-3710150 Clove Road
Little Falls, NJ 07424

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013

(973) 471-9620   |   ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com   |   www.ShookFH.com

Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

NOW OPEN!
MAPLE VALLEY

DINER & RESTAURANT
Quality Food, Great Service, Best Prices

973-473-6444
1116 US HIGHWAY 46 · CLIFTON, NJ 07013 decoratingdreams21.com

•

@

Attorney at Law
Wills • Real Estate • Bankruptcy 

Motor Vehicle Offenses

Free Consultation • $50 Discount with this Ad
House and weekend visits available.

In the United States, one in 
nine people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support
Our Parish

24 HOURS A DAY

Free and
confidential.



James J. Marrocco
Senior Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3320

Michael A. Waller 
Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3017

Brian J. Warner
Manager

NJ Lic. No. 4587

~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrrvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg ThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThTheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPuuuuuuuubbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbblllllllllllllllliiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccccccccccc  SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

973-249-6111 • 470 COLFAX AVENUE • CLIFTON, NJ 07013 • MARROCCOS.COM

Clifton Martial Arts Academy
“A Black Belt is a White Belt That Never Quit”

Taekwondo • Karate • Grappling • Weapons Defense • Adult Program Available
Confidence • Bully-Proofing • Self-Discipline • Respect • Courtesy • Leadership

973-779-0200 
891 Bloomfield Avenue • Clifton, NJ 07012 

info@cliftonmartialarts.com • cliftonmartialarts.com

Jim Meghdir • Chief Instructor • Third Degree Black Belt

ST. PHILIP’S SPECIAL
$50 OFF

INITIAL REGISTRATION

I Make 
House Calls!

 JEFFREY POMPEO
DiFrancesco Bateman
ATTORNEY
908-757-7800

jpompeo@newjerseylaw.net

CLIFTON: 1033 RT 46 EAST, STE 208A
WARREN: 15 MOUNTAIN BLVD · BRICK: 638 MANTOLOKING ROAD

ParishionerHIRING PT/FT
Champion Plastics in Clifton is looking for a 
B2B/Telemarketer. Monday-Friday @ 25-30 Hrs/
Wk. Reliable with strong communication skills. 

WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT PERSON 
Contact Denise @ 973-777-9400 Ext. 244 

Or E-mail resume To: 
dzangara@championplastics.com

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES
®

Non-Medical Home Care Services
Select Your Experienced Caregiver

jmalik@VisitingAngels.com
www.VisitingAngels.com

Jesse Malik • 973-839-3761

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836    outside

BARTLETT 
GREENHOUSES 
& FLORIST INC.

1313 Van Houten Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07013

973-546-2000
Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr.

N.J. Lic. No. 4022

515 Lexington Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07011

973-777-4332
Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. No. 2732

47  Main  S t r ee t     L i t t l e  Fa l l s ,  NJ  07424

973-256-4700
Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917

ROBERT C. HESS
973-778-9310

840 Van Houten Ave.              Clifton, NJ 07013
Parishioner,  Lector

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480
814 GROVE STREET · CLIFTON

w w w. b i z u b . c o m

F U N E R A L  H O M E

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”
Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:

Monsignor Peter J. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School

Donations can be sent to: 
St. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund · 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013

Ask your employer about matching gifts!

RAY
GRABOWSKI

LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTOR
Clifton • New Jersey

Compliments Of

973-272-60801162 Broad Street • Clifton, NJ 07013
view/order online at www.ametisonline.com

Ameti’s
11

FRESH FAST FREE DELIVERY
($2 delivery charge will be added on amounts under $10)Pizza PIZZA • SANDWICHES • SALADS • ENTREES


