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Dear Parishioners,

John the Baptist is the major character of
today’s gospel, and we should not fail to notice the
bizarre way he responds to the question that is
posed to him. When the priests and Levites from
Jerusalem ask him, “Who are you,” John could have
responded, “I am John, son of Zachariah,” or, “l am
a preacher.” But that is not his answer. He says, “I
am not the Christ.” When people asked John who he
is, he responds by saying who he is not. As strange
as this is, it is consistent with the picture we have of
John in the New Testament. John’s constant
purpose is not to point to himself but to prepare the
way of the Lord. John is not interested in saying
who he is but rather who Christ is, adding that he,
John, is not the Christ. John says this even clearer a
little later in the gospel when he tells his disciples,
“He (Jesus) must increase, and | must decrease.”
John’s purpose, then, is to become smaller, to take
up less and less room so that there is more room for
Jesus.

Now, it is important for us to realize that
John does not want to become smaller because he
has low self-esteem. John does not dismiss himself
or his message. He considers his mission important.
That is why he stands crying out in the wilderness.
But, despite the importance of his calling, John
chooses to be less so that Jesus can be more.

Now, this attitude on the part of John poses
a question to us: Would our lives become richer,
would we be happier if, at times, we chose to be
smaller, if we chose to take up less room? You
don’t need to be married long before you figure out
that in every relationship there are certain hot-
button issues. When these arise, it takes a great deal
of effort to avoid a stand-off. These issues can
concern the use of money, the raising of children, or
the way to deal with in-laws. John the Baptist
suggests that when these hot buttons emerge, we
may choose to become smaller, to step back from
what we demand or what we expect. Doing this
does not mean that our position is wrong, or the
position of our spouse is correct. It simply means
that by choosing to be less, there may be more room
to live.

We might be pushing a son or daughter to
use their talents, to work harder to study more. We
do this because we love our children. We want them
to be successful and to become all that they can be.
But our efforts at times are ignored or lead to
confrontation. John the Baptist wonders what would
happen if we choose to become smaller, to ease up
on some of our expectations. We might do this, not
because what we are asking is misguided, but
because if we took up less room, there might be
more opportunity for some new thing to emerge in
our child.

The customs of this Christmas season are
important to all of us. We use gifts, food, and social
gatherings to express who we are and who we love.
John the Baptist suggests that perhaps we let our
holiday traditions grow smaller, that we choose to
have less gifts, fewer parties, and smaller traditions.
We may choose to do this not because any of these
things are wrong, but because if they took up less
space, there might be more room for us to reach out
to those who struggle, those who have less than we
do, those who do not belong to our family and
friends.

John the Baptist comes to us in today’s
gospel, and he does not ask us to let go of our goals
or what we think is important. But he does remind
us that sometimes we can take a step forward by
taking a step back. There are times when we can
become more by choosing to be less. There are
opportunities where we can find happiness by
becoming a bit smaller. Now, in a world that is
constantly pushing for more and more, John
remains a voice crying in the wilderness. But the
promise of his message also remains. For when we
choose to become smaller, we, like John, can be
making room for Jesus.

Peace,
Fr. Monteleone

There will be NO Holy Hour on Friday,
December 22",
Holy Hour will return on Friday, December 29t
following 9 AM Mass.
The Parish Office will be closed on Friday,
December 22" and will open on
Tuesday, December 26,



Question: Since Christmas is on Monday this year, can |
go to a Christmas Vigil Mass on Sunday and have it
fulfill my Sunday and Christmas obligations?

Answer: As you note, Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday.
And like all Sundays, Catholics are required to attend
Mass in person, unless there is some legitimate reason

(like illness or inclement weather) that makes attending

Mass unduly difficult or impossible.

Of course, the following Monday, December 25, is
Christmas Day, which is also a holy day of obligation.
Because there are two days of obligation — Sunday and
Christmas — this means that there are two distinct
obligations to speak of. Each separate obligation needs
to be fulfilled by attending a separate Mass. That is, you
cannot “double dip” by attending a Christmas Eve Mass
that happens to be on Sunday and having this one Mass
fulfill two obligations. (In years when Christmas Day
falls on a Sunday, Christmas essentially replaces the
Sunday liturgically, which means there is only one
obligation.)

Now for the part that can get confusing: Even though
you must attend two Masses to fulfill the two
obligations, all this means is that you must go to Mass
on that calendar day or attend a vigil Mass the evening
before. The readings and prayers do not necessarily need
to match the day whose obligation you are fulfilling. So,
you could go to a Christmas Vigil Mass on Sunday,
December 24, and have it count as your Sunday
obligation this year; but if you intend for this to fulfill
your Sunday obligation, then you must also attend
another Mass on Christmas Day to fulfill your obligation
for the holy day.

Of course, if you were to attend a vigil Mass on Saturday
for Sunday, and then the Christmas vigil Mass on
Sunday (Christmas Eve) for Christmas day, then you’ve
got it all covered.

Jenna Marie Cooper holds a licentiate in canon law
and whose column appears weekly at OSV News.

Advent Recollection
by Fr. Greg Cappucino
Monday, December 18

10 AM and 7 PM

Filipino Simbang Gabi
Friday, December 22
7PM

4™ Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 23
5:30 PM
Sunday, December 24
8 AM (No Music), 10 AM (Broadcast)
and 12 PM (No Music)

Christmas Eve Masses
Sunday, December 24
4 PM - Fr. Nico (Youth Choir)
7 PM - Fr. Nico (Handbell Choir)
10 PM - Fr. Monteleone (Adult Choir)

Please note the Youth and Adult Choirs
will sing carols 30 Minutes before Mass

Christmas Day Masses
Monday, December 25
8 AM - Fr. Monteleone
10 AM - Fr. Nico (Broadcast)
12 PM - Fr. Cesar

Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God
Monday, January 1
9 AM

Fr. Greg will offer reflections on
Monday, December 18 at 10 AM (Church) or
7 PM (Marian Hall) on the joy Christ’s birth

brings to the world. Join us!

The tradition of the Oplatki originated in
Poland. This Christmas custom began with a simple
white wafer, baked from flour and water. The
wafers are designed to display Christmas images,
such as the Nativity. The Oplatki are enjoyed by
families, typically right before the Christmas Eve
meal. Packages of Polish Oplatki will be available
in the vestibule of the Church next weekend,
December 23" and 24",



Thank you for helping with our annual Giving
Tree! If you have not already returned your gift,
make sure to drop it off in the vestibule by the
12:00 PM Mass on Sunday, December 17. Don’t
forget to attach the tag to the gift! If you are making
an online donation, please do so by this evening!

Thank you to all those who came out to the Lessons
and Carols, most especially our Adult Choir, Bell
Choir and Youth Choir. Extra Special Thanks to
Mr. Frank Hydash, our Music Director for
coordinating an amazing performance by all.

The great season of Advent is full of rich
symbolism, especially about the contrast of light
and darkness. For example, Jesus is known as the

“light of the world” and his birth was made known
to the Magi by a bright star, as they recounted to
King Herod, “For we have seen his star in the East
and have come to worship him (Matthew 2:2).”
Stars then play a vital role in the symbolism of
Christmas, pointing the way to Jesus Christ. The
Virgin Mary is similarly known under such titles as
“Star of the Sea,” and is often referred to as a “star”
that leads other people to her Son, the true
“light” that shines in the darkness.

In Advent and throughout the Christmas season, the
Church proposes an ancient hymn known by its
Latin name, Alma Redemptoris Mater. It was
written by St. Herman the Cripple in the 11th
century and is recited after the conclusion of Night
Prayer. It is a beautiful prayer, one that highlights
this symbolism and points our hearts towards
Bethlehem, in eager anticipation of the birth of the
Savior. Below is the English and Latin translation
of this beloved hymn, which can easily be turned
into a prayer throughout the Advent and Christmas
seasons.

English Translation
Sweet Mother of the Redeemer, that passage to
heaven, gate of the morning, and star of the sea:
Assist the fallen, lift up, you who cure, the people:
you who bore to the wonderment of nature,
your holy Creator. Virgin before and after, who
received from Gabriel that joyful greeting,
have mercy on us sinners.

Latin Lyrics
Alma Redemptoris Mater, quae pervia caeli
Porta manes, et stella maris, succurre cadenti,
Surgere qui curat, populo: tu quae genuisti,
Natura mirante, tuum sanctum Genitorem
Virgo prius ac posterius, Gabrielis ab ore
Sumens illud Ave, peccatorum miserere.



SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNITIES |

ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL |

A great BIG THANK YOU to all those who came
out to support our young student entrepreneurs at
our TREP$ Marketplace. The marketplace opened
with an official blessing and ribbon-cutting by Fr.
Monteleone. It was a beautiful sight to see our
auditorium filled with eager business owners and
supportive shoppers! Success meant different things
to different kids. For some, it was the independence
of earning their own money and for others it was the
skills they learned along the way. Many of the
students sold out of their products while others took
future orders for customized items. The support of
the community showed the children that their hard
work has value and gave them a great feeling of
accomplishment. Stay tuned for future TREP$
marketplaces!

Jank

ol

SERVICE OPPTORUNITIES

COLUMBIETTES

Columbiettes Food Drive on the second Wednesday
of every month. Drop off your non-perishable
donations in the church parking lot after the 9 AM
Mass. All food is donated to St. Michael’s Church
in Passaic.

LIFE MINISTRY

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

Cigar and Whiskey Night

On Thursday, January 18", 21 and older are invited
to join us for a Whiskey tasting and Cigar night at
Franklin Steakhouse in Fairfield.

Tickets are $65 per person and includes Whiskey
Tasting, Cigar and buffet dinner.

Please contact Anton at (862) 247-3899.

Calendar Raffles

Calendar Raffles are now available for sale.
Tickets are $10 each for 90 chances to win $10,000
in prizes. Contact the School or Parish office for
more information.

PRIME-TIMERS

The next meeting of the St. Philip Prime Timers
will be Friday, January 5" at 1:30 PM in Marian
Hall. Coffee and cake will be served before the
meeting. We will be playing Bingo. Cards are $2
and the more that play, the more we pay.
Everyone, 50 years and older is welcome. Come
and join us for fun and socialization. If you have
any questions, please call Jean R. (973) 253-16109.



Need help dealing with grief? For the recently Deceased...

A prayerful support group can help you Valentin Aguinaldo, Emelinda Hilario,
move through the grief process. Peter Weber, George Maceli, Anna Errico
A GriefShare support group is a safe, welcoming place A Time to be Healed...
where people understand the difficult emotions of grief. Joanne Barrett, Peggy Nisivoccia, Manuel
Through this 13-week group, you’ll discover what to Bacani,
expect in the days ahead and what’s “normal” in grief. Bishop Arthur Serratelli, Joseph Gore, Sikora Sisters

Since there are no neat, orderly stages of grief, you’ll
learn helpful ways of coping with grief, in all its \

unpredictability—and gain solid support each step of the SUNDAY. DECEMBER 17. 2023
way. 8:00 éalvatore LoBalbo,
The next GriefShare session at Saint Philip’s is on Kristen Bruschi
Monday, January 15, 2024 at 10:00 Deceased members of the Kerner Family
6:30 PM in the Youth Room of Catherine “Kitty” Makowski
Jubilee Wing Building of the Giacomino and Rosina Lenti
Molloy Center. Connie Pomposelli
For questions, please call the 12:00 Jim Loftus
Parish Office at Rita Latona
(973) 779 6200. MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2023

9:00 Josephine Pagano
| | Richard Porfido

What can we do to restore the quality and beauty of the TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2023

pews, kneelers, and furnishings of our church? Our 9:00 Robert Fagan

"Having a Place at the Banquet of the Lord" capital

campaign has begun. Please see the parish website WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2023
for information about the restoration project and to make 9:00 Elena Parillo Bridi

an online pledge. Claudia Pugliese
Thank You for Your Support
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same spirit THgIgg Dﬁ‘;]’e[l)le;SEhMaﬁ(ER 21, 2023
distributes them. — 1 Corinthians 12:4 Pablo and Rosita Donaldo

To all those who have pledged, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2023
contributed to, and continue to offer 9:00 Thomas Turner - 6" Anniversary
prayers for our "Having a Place at the Martha Shadwell
Banquet of the Lord" capital
campaign, a heartfelt thank SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2023
you. Your kindness and generosity 9:00 Sal Monteleone
toward this project have gotten us off Salvatore LoBalbo
to a great start. This work could not 5:30 Egarlfg\ia%gaz'a”
be done without you! Bob Martin
To date we have raised $137,962 in
contributions collected and we are up SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2023
to $284,676 with all our pledges. 8:00 For all the People of the Parish

10:00 Harry Carline
| | Guiseppe Esposito
All those who have served and

SUNDAY COLLECTION: DECEMBER 11, 2022 $16,307.00 are serving in the Armed

SUNDAY COLLECTION: DECEMBER 10, 2023 Forces

WEEKLY COLLECTION $ 10,383.00 12:00 David Kidd

ONLINE GIVING DONATION $ 6,767.00 For Our Nation

ToTAL $17,150.00

SECOND COLLECTION — PROJECT FAITH ~ $ 2,494.00 CANDLE FOR THE WEEK OF
DECEMBER 17t

Upcoming Second Collections: In memory of Irene Marschalk

December 25 — Project Faith -From the Marschalk family



973-773-6666

Ranked #1 Realtor®

646.764.9599
mahmoud@ijbaragroup.com
www.cliftonsold.com

#1 Most Sold Homes in Clifton

Beware of Social
Security Phone Scams!

ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME

660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ 973-546-4700

Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011, Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.

. . GOD BLESS All Forms of Insurance
mn Chﬁ:on Auto / Home / Life / Business
Mah d lib AMERIC A Gordon M. Hahn, President * Charles R. Hahn, Vice President
Re?]"rorl"gu joara www.hahnagency.com Lit:feopca:r; eN';(:)a;:u (973) 773-3710

Nnous OPENT: i ]
M Vaer Diane DeCarolis APN |l Support Our
DINER & RESTAURANT | Health Practitioner ADVERTISERS
Quality Food, Great Service, Best Prices Me ji:&ﬁss E’):SEELE';IIEEapy They Support
973-473-6444 917-751-8700 Our Parish
1116 US Highwav 46 - Curron, NJ 07013 : oig.ssa.gov/scam MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED  UPPER MONTCLAIR

In the United States, one in
nine people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

NEED A LAWYER? Gis. 3/03;,355 poss Cor o
I NJ U R E D ? 1 Catholic Charities Paterson

CALL 1-855-670-GIVE (4483)
x Call For A Free Legal Consultation %

MarcJ. Brenner, ESQ.
= 973-326-8902

« Personal Injury
« Workers' Compensation
« Social Security Disability

lawmarchrennercomimarc@lawmarchrennericom

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE - CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

OVER 30 YEARS IN PRACTICE

ANTHONY N. BARBIERI, PC
Attorney at Law

Wills « Real Estate « Bankruptcy
Motor Vehicle Offenses

832 CLIFTON AVENUE « CLIFTON, NJ 07013

973-204-9266
A.BARBIERI@OUTLOOK.COM

House and weekend visits available.
Free Consultation » $50 Discount with this Ad

chhook

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013
Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

Cenired By Toe SupRene
Courr oF New Jesey
As AWosers CompensaTion
Law Arronney

www.ShookFH.com

| ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com |

(973) 471-9620

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton inside




. 1313 Van Houten Avenue 515 Lexington Avenue
www.bizub.com Clifton, NJ 07013 Clifton, NJ 07011

973-546-2000 973-777-4332

— Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr. Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. No. 4022 N.J. Lic. No. 2732

Affiliated with the Bizub-Parker Funeral Home

w l N LAN 47 Main Street Little Falls, NJ 07424

973-256-4700
FUNERAL HOME Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917

HIRING PT/FT BARTLETT JEFFREY POMPEOQ "

Champion Plastics in Clifton is looking for a “
B2B/Te'Temarketer. Monday-Friday @ 25-?0 Hrs/ G REEN H OU s ES DiFrancesco Bateman
WK. Reliable with strong communication skills. &- FLO RlST l N C. —ATTORNEY
WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT PERSON ~ Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs 908-757-7800
Contact Denise @ 973-777-9400 Ext. 244 Specializing In Funeral Arrangemens & Weddings jpompeo@newjerseylaw.net
Or E-mail resume To: 471-6480 Curron: 1033 Rr 46 Ersr, Sre 208A IMake
dzangara@championplastics.com 814 GROVE STREET - CLIFTON WaRREN: 15 Mountain BLvp - Brick: 638 MANTOLOKING RoAD House Calls!
“Light the Way to Catholic Education” Compliments Of
Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:
Monsignor Peter ]. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund MY
To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School

Donations can be sent to:
§t. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund - 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, N) 07013
Ask your employer about matching gifts!

The Law Offices of

ROBERT C. HESS
973-778-9310 C@NTRACT@

840 Van Houten Ave. Clifton, NJ 07013 Clifton *+ New Jersey

Parishioner, Lector

Non-Medical Home Care Services
Select Your Experienced Caregiver
jmalik@VisitingAngels.com
° www.VisitingAngels.com
LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES  Jesse Malik ¢ 973-839-3761

“ABlack Belt is a White Belt That Never Quit” Jim Meghdir « Chief Instructor - Third Degree Black Belt FRESH F AST FREE DELIVERY
) ’
CLIFTON MARTIAL ARTS ACADEINY " ; j i
1 ] W A/ P (52 delivery charge will be added on amounts under $10)
Taekwondo - Karate - Grappling - Weapons Defense « Adult Program Available
Confidence « Bully-Proofing « Self-Discipline « Respect « Courtesy « Leadership lzza PIZZA - SANDWICHES - SALADS - ENTREES

973-779-0200 ST. PHILIP’S SPECIAL 1162 Broad Street « Cllfton NJ 07013 973 272 6080
891 Bloomfield Avenue - Clifton, NJ 07012 $50 OFF q
info@cliftonmartialarts.com « cliftonmartialarts.com EELTLETNETR GVl

Lo
James J. Marrocco ~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~

Senior Director ~ Parishioner
NJ Lic. No. 3320

Michael A. Waller
Director ~ Parishioner
NJ Lic. No. 3017

Brian J. Warner

Manager MEMORIAL CHAPEL

NJ Lic. No. 4587

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 outside



