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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK |

My Dear Parishioners

After so many times teaching the 8™ graders
at our school, the students get used to my phrases
and tendencies. Sometimes it feels like they can
read my mind and anticipate my next move. One of
the most common instances of this is a turn of
phrase I learned during my years in seminary. A
professor once asked me, “What is the reward for
good work in the Church?”” When I hesitated, he
quickly answered his own questions: “More work!”
His point wasn’t that of a demanding God or an
unfair system... he was simply naming a reality
within the life of a Christian. I’ve taken the notion
to heart and now, any time I ask the simple
question, “What is the reward for Good work?” the
students will quickly respond “More work!”

At first glance, the phrase can seem
oppressive and intimidating. [ work hard and my
only reward is that I must keep working hard? What
kind of exhausting system is this? At times, this
notion can imply a sort of works-based salvation,
where we need to just keep earning our way to
eternal life. Nothing could be further from the truth.
The Lord is not a taskmaster, demanding that I
achieve certain things before salvation is open to
me, prodding me to work after work.

However, the reality is that the gift the Lord
has planted in my heart is greater than I could ever
fathom. He has saved me from the oppression of the
evil one, opened the gates of eternity, and instilled
sanctifying grace in my heart through my Baptism.
Nothing I could ever do could make up for that! The
gift of Faith that I have access to is strong enough to
uproot trees and plant them in the sea as we hear in
the Gospel! A blessing this great can never just end
with me keeping it to myself! The Lord granted it to
me, and it must be shared!

This is the worldview of the Lord in this
strange parable in our Gospel. Jesus tells the story
of a man who seems to do everything he is
supposed to do: He plows and tends the sheep; just
has he is obliged to do. The problem comes when
he thinks he deserves some grand reward for his
work. No, the Lord says, he has only done what is
“obliged to do.” If Jesus has truly died on a Cross
for me and rose from the dead, how absurd it would
be for me to act as if he “owed” me something
further! No, I am the one who owes something, and
how absurd my life will be until I act gratefully in
return. How often we act as if [ “deserve” things
from the Lord... why haven’t you done this, why
aren’t you listening to me, like a spoiled child,
forgetting He has done everything for me already!

I often forget that the Lord has given me a
spirit, not of cowardice, but of “power and love and

self-control” as we hear in the Second Reading. I
have the capacity to do great things for the Lord
because He has first done greater things for me! The
reward for good is work is more work not because
the Lord is a task master, but because His gift is so
great that the more, I respond to it, the more He
invites me into it! Of course, He is going to ask me
to do harder things to spread His Good News after |
have responded to His Goodness, because | WANT
to do those hard things in response to everything,
He has done for me. The truth is I am one beggar
telling another beggar where to find bread, and |
desperately want those other beggars to find food,
not so that I get the attention, but because my life
wouldn’t make sense if [ didn’t!

The reward for good work is, indeed, more
work, not because our God is a taskmaster but
because He has been good to me and I have an
inherent desire to respond to that goodness. Any
time [ am tempted to think that I deserve or have
earned certain things, may I remember the
magnitude of His goodness and may I be inspired to
respond to it!

Peace,
Fr. Monteleone

FAITH FORMATION

Know someone who missed their
confirmation, and would like to receive
the sacrament?

Missing Baptism, First Communion,
or Confirmation?

Want to be a fully initiated Catholic?
We know life gets busy and takes us away
from what we intend.

Allow us to help and walk with you on the
journey of life in faith!

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF
ADULTS at Saint Philip will meet beginning October
2025. Let us know if you’ll join us:

Call the Parish office or email lvalenti@stphilip.org

OCIA

AJourney of Faith



ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL |

The students are working on different projects about
the Mysteries of the Rosary, because October is the
month of the Rosary.

Fun was had by all at our Ice Cream social last Friday
evening.

Friday was our school's First Friday mass at 9am.

WE ARE HIRING!

Saint Philip Preparatory School is currently accepting
resumes from qualified teachers for various grade
level positions.

In addition, we are in need of people to help with our
After Care school program,

(Monday — Friday 3PM-6PM.)

Anyone interested in either position kindly send your
resume or call the school office,
973-779-4700.

Thank you for your support.

HIGH SCHOOL NIGHT |

Saint Philip Preparatory
Catholic High School
Information Night

WHO: All 6th, 7th and 8th Grade Students and Parents
WHEN: 6:30-8:00 PM Thursday, October, 16, 2025
WHERE: St. Philip Preparatory School Auditorium

797 Valley Road Clifton 973-779-4700

WHY: To have an opportunity to speak with various
High School Admissions Directors and ask questions
regarding tuition, scholarships, academics, AP courses,
sports, etc., in order to make a more informed decision
choosing a Catholic High
School.

HIGH SCHOOLS PRESENT
ACADEMY OF SAINT ELIZABETH
DEPAUL HIGH SCHOOL
DON BOSCO PREPARATORY
IMMACULATE HEART ACADEMY
LACORDAIRE ACADEMY
MARY HELP OF CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
MORRIS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
MOUNT SAINT DOMINIC
ORATORY PREP
PARAMUS CATHOLIC
SAINT JOSEPH REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
SAINT MARY HIGH SCHOOL
SAINT PETERS PREP
SETON HALL PREP

SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNITIES

St. Philip the
Apostle Parish
Clifton, NJ

WITH FR. EMERSON
W THE CATHOLIC FAITH
SEASON 1SCHEDULE:
(WEDNESDAYS)
SEPT. 3| SEPT. 10| SEPT. 17
OCT. 8|OCT. 15

6:00PM IN THE
MARIAN HALL

PLEASE CALL THE PARISH
OFFICE TO REGISTER

ST. PHILIP THE
APOSTLE PARISH
CLIFTON, NJ

ST. CARLO
ACI.I'I‘IS October 12th

THE FIRST-CLASS RELIC OF SAINT

CARLO ACUTIS WILL BE EXPOSED

FOR PUBLIC VENERATION AT ALL
THE WEEKEND MASSES.
(OCTOBER 11 - 12, 2025)




SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES ‘

HANDBELL CHOIR

Interested in participating in a music ministry but not
a singer? Handbell rehearsals are held regularly in
church on Monday evenings from 6:00 —

6:45pm. The Handbell Choir rings at Lessons and
Carols, and seasonal masses on Christmas Eve and
Palm Sunday. Any prior musical experience is
appreciated, but not required. We encourage returning
and new members to please join us for our
organizational meeting and first rehearsal on Monday,
October 6th at 6pm.

All music ministries are open to persons high school
age and up. For those preparing for Confirmation,
participation in one of our music ministries is a great
way to fulfill service hours! Regular attendance at
rehearsals is expected.

FR. ENGLISH CENTER

The federal government has cut funding for the
Community Food Bank of NJ by 26 million

dollars. The weekend of October 25 and 26th, please
be extra generous for our parish food collection, as the
empty shelves are needing supplies such as: mac and
cheese, pasta, pasta sauce, cereals, peanut butter, jelly,
soups, lentils, beans, canned turn and chicken, canned
fruits, and condiments. All must be non perishable and
please remember our Veterans who are

homeless. They need snacks and personal care items
as well.

LIFE MINISTRY

~ Pope St. John Paul the Great

"Human life is sacred and inviolable at
every moment of existence, including
the initial phase which precedes birth.
All human beings, from their mothers'
womb, belong to God who searches
them and knows them, who forms them
and knits them together with his own
hands, who gazes on them when they
are tiny shapeless embryos and who
already sees in them the adults of
tomorrow whose days are numbered
and ... written in the '‘Book of Life.'"

Evangelium Vitae, Par. 61

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
“Coats for Kids” Drive
We will again be collecting contributions for our
annual Coats-for-Kids Drive thru Saturday Oct. 25.
We’d love to surpass last years generosity of over 200
coats this year as the need is still great. Coats cost us
approximately $275 per box of 12, but all
contributions, great or small, help out tremendously.
Please make checks out to K of C Council 11671, note
in the memo area Coats 4 Kids and mail them to the
address below or drop the envelope into the collection
basket.
St. Philips Knights of Columbus “Coats-4-Kids”
797 Valley Rd., Clifton, N.J. 07013

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

ROSARY SOCIETY

SU.PRp Resyny Seviety
Anmual Compmumion Byl

Mary: A Woman of Hope:
a Woman of our Times

Speaker: St. Theresa Lee, FMA

Sunday, October 12, 2025
Rosary at 9:30 a.m.
Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Brunch following in Marian Hall
Tickets: $25



COLUMBIETTES
BLANKET MINISTRY
Columbiette Blanket Ministry
The next meetings will be Wednesday,
October 15, 2025 at 10am in the
Molloy Center. All crafters are welcome! We accept
all yarn and fabric donations! Kudos to Mary Ann and
Rachel for the generous yarn donations! For more
information, call Cathie Murtha. (973-471-1265)
ROSARY SOCIETY
Everyone is welcome to our next Rosary Mass &
Meeting on October 10 at 6;30 in Marian Hall. We e
celebrate st Thomas of Villanova who Maia Katherine
Is recognized by the Augustinian Order and the Church
for his compassion for the poor and his leadership
skills. Come join us for prayer, fellowship and
delicious desserts! The following couple will be exchanging wedding
VOWS:
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
GOLF OUTING ‘> w,
St. Philips the Apostle %
Knights of Columbus Council 11671
Presents our 16™ Annual Bob Martin Memorial Peter Granata and Rachel Plaskon
Golf Outing
Preakncss Valley Golf Course
October 27, 2025 T
10 AM Registration & Breakfast. 12:00 PM Shotgun veare
Start < Kﬂ:D,S gt Ll e R
Tickets $20000 per person includes, Have faith! Trust in God and believe anything is possible. But remember, God
Golf K 0 R N E R expects good works from His faithful servants.
Breakfast In The Morning —
Proceeding Golf full Cocktail Hour with Prizes ;;ZO:UT:;;:‘:: * sl;’z}:st;fm?);::s;afiee
For more information or to buy tickets, please contact: ‘B uprooted and planted in the sea’, and it
John Szerencsits 973-650-6938 sl e
Rob Martin 201-390-3325
Dennis Fitzpatrick 973-271-9577 BIBLE WORD SEARCH
CORPORATE AND SPECIAL SPONSORSHIPS P sl the viords 16 reht up,down r izgonclly
AVAILABLE!!! sl P UL F I L LI NGTLSEEHD
Register Online At kofc11671.org/golf Ml kP AN Y THI1NGUGDOTC CU I
AiEEEEAREMEMBERWFDTAS
mamd|W O E S A E R C N I HY HRSGC
Reme:‘\siz:rOOBDOOGREATTJFI
U‘;’,‘;::E:RTJESUSELBISSOP
my| K E L L YWD SEAAMTBTL.L
T?'EEESDNIMERUFEFAELE
fem/!6 0 D E T NALPI OLTLOS
| N C H R I S T 1 ANGTL I WH
D‘S:i:r'gﬁgIEQAPOSTLESOEEI
felH $ D E R 1 UQER I RVRP
i | T NA C O MM A NDETD E S F




FR. NICO’S INSTALLATION

ST. ANN PARISH INVITES YOU TO THE

INSTALLATION MASS OF

FATHER NICO QUINTOS
AS PASTOR

by the Most Reverend Bishop Kevin J. Sweeney

ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25™

AT THE 5: oo PM MASS

A wine, savory and sweets reception will follow
in the Parish Life Center.

RSVP by signing-up in the atrium or by calling the
Parish Office at 973-884-1986, beginning the
weekend of October 4th and sth.

DIOCESAN OPPORTUNITIES

GOLD and SILVER

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY -
MASS c(, 5,:),
Couples, were you married in “————

2000, 1975 or 1965? The Diocese

of Paterson invites you to celebrate your 60+, 50 or
25" wedding anniversary during a special Mass to be
offered at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in
Paterson, NJ. Bishop Sweeney will serve as main

celebrant on this joyful occasion to be held:
Sunday, November 16, 2025 at 3:00pm.

Arrangements can be made by contacting your parish
office. The deadline to register is Friday, October
17, 2025. You will receive additional information
from the Office of Family Life once your registration
has been processed.

Congratulations on this joyous occasion!

PARISH GIVING |

Sunday Collection: SEPT. 29, 2024 $21,852.00
Sunday Collection: SEPTEMBER 28, 2025

Weekly Collection $ 8,553.00
Online Giving Donation $ 5,683.00
TOTAL $ 14,236.00

Upcoming Second Collections:
October 12- Project Faith

WE PRAY FOR...

A Time to be Healed...

Marge Sikora, Robert Rup, Fran Kobernick,
Rosanna Hampton, Philip Kutzenco, Angelo
Torres, Nina Sova, Nicholas Magrogan,
Antonio Bussanich, Rosemarie Carlee, James
Jablonowski, Terry Kolenc, Wilson Torres, Jill Festa,
Arlene Pompeo, Tom Wilkinson

MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2025

8:00 Giuseppe Carduccio
Deb Sirvidio

10:00 Francesco Pugliano
Veronica and Frank Dudash
Edward Maksym
Sr. Mary Canavan, S. C.

12:00 Irene Sadvary- 26" Anniversary

Jean Tarnpowski

MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2025
9:00 AM William Gangemi

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2025

9:00 AM Benjamin Jumao-as

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2025

9:00 AM Florence Kopko
Najer Rhodes

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2025

9:00 AM Christopher J. Carey
Jeremiah Frain

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2025

9:00 AM Jerry and Millie Scrosia

Barbara Simicevic- 1% Anniversary

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2025

9:00 AM Margaret Devincentis
5:30 PM Arnulso Oswaldo Garay
Terry Pivirotto

Veronica Durante

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2025
8:00 All the People of the Parish

10:00 William G. Duffill
Deceased members of the Makowski
family
Jeremiah Frain
Doreen Germain
Deceased members of the Rosary
Society
Fr. Richard Zuk
Joseph and Jessie DiDonna

12:00
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1313 VAN HOUTEN AVENUE « CLIFTON, NJ 07013
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Free Consultation » $50 Discount with this Ad
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