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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2025

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

Saturday Evening ......ccouviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, 5:30 PM
Sunday......ccoceiiiiiiiiin 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM (Broadcast) & 12:00 PM
Monday thru Saturday........cceevviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiae, 9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Every Saturday .......ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 4:30 PM

HOLY HOUR
Every FHAay ...covveeeeevreeeeeieeeeieeeeeeesseeeeeseeeens 9:30 to 10:30 AM

For a Communion visit and/or
Anointing of the Sick,
please contact the Parish office.



FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK |

My Dear Parishioners,

Signs, symbols, oracles, portents: man has since
time immemorial sought assurance from God of His
providential will. King Ahaz in the First Reading is
going against the grain in refusing to ask,“for a sign
from the Lord”, especially since the Lord Himself
directed Ahaz to do so. Yet in spite of the
stubbornness of Ahaz, the Lord gives him a
stunning sign: “that the virgin shall conceive, and
bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel.”

This sign has three parts. The first is that “the virgin
shall conceive”. This seems to be a paradox that
goes against the very laws of nature. Yet God, who
is the Author of all creation—both natural and
supernatural—can work within His creation as He
wills. What seems to us to be an act against the
natural order can be an instance of God working
supernaturally within the natural order. This
particular act stresses that God is the Author of all
life.

The sign’s second part is that the virgin shall “bear
ason”, and the third that the virgin “shall name him
Emmanuel” These latter two parts reveal more to us
about the particular life that God has created. God’s
creation is the son of the virgin, and so he is human.
As her son, he is named by the virgin. But the name
she gives him reveals something extraordinary
about this life, beyond the extraordinary means of
his creation.

His name is Emmanuel, a Hebrew word which
means “God with us”. This phrase encompasses a
broad range of possible meanings. At its lower end,
the phrase could mean simply that this human being
named “Emmanuel” reminds us, or teaches us, of
God’s presence in our collective midst. However, at
the opposite end of this range of meanings is the
teaching of the Gospel and Christ’s Church.

The person of Jesus of Nazareth, while truly the son
of Mary—and so truly human—is also the son of
God: “One in Being” with God the Father, as we
profess. Jesus is fully human and fully God. Yet the
Incarnation is but the prelude to the divine work
that God will accomplish in Jesus at the end of His
human life.

With that as a backdrop, we can reflect upon the
Gospel Reading setting the stage for the Nativity.
The Reading’s focus is Saint Joseph and his
vocation as the foster-father of Jesus.

Consider Joseph’s vocation in light of the two
names by which his foster-child is described
here: Jesus and Emmanuel.

The name “Jesus” means “God saves”, while
“Emmanuel” means “God with us”. Taken together,
they dispel two contrary beliefs: that God will save
us only at a distance; and that God comes into our
midst only to condemn us. Instead, these two names
together confirm that God is with us in order to save
us.

In Joseph’s dream, the angel of the Lord demands
two things from Joseph. The first is not to “be
afraid to take Mary... into [his] home”. The
second is to “name [Mary’s son] Jesus”. Both
commands imply acceptance. Generally, they imply
acceptance of God’s

providential Will. Specifically, they imply
acceptance of Mary and Jesus as Joseph’s own. In
spite of the apparent shame caused by Mary—
because of her seeming infidelity—God calls
Joseph to protect Mary as her husband, and to stand
with her in accepting with patience the unfolding of
God’s Providence.

Despite Mary’s apparent betrayal of her betrothal to
Joseph, God asks Joseph to name Mary’s son. This
act itself, independent of the name Joseph would
give the child, is significant. This act had legal
significance within the culture of Joseph. By this
act, Joseph would have been claiming the child as
his own. In making this claim, Joseph undoubtedly
would have invited shame upon himself, as many
would have seen this act as an admission that he had
fathered a child outside of a fully ratified marriage.

Part of the irony of this passage, then, is that Mary
and Joseph, by their submission to God’s
providential Will, foreshadow the life of Jesus.
Mary and Joseph are scorned and cast aside as
sinners precisely because of their faithfulness to
what God wants to accomplish through Christ. We
ought to expect this in our lives as disciples, as well.

Peace,
Fr. Monteleone



MERRY CHRISTMAS |

The St. Philip Parish Staff would like to wish you
and yours a very Merry Christmas!

PLEASE NOTE:
The Parish Office will be closed on Wednesday and
Thursday, December 24™, Wednesday, December
25th and Friday, December 26™.
We will reopen Monday, December 29,

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 2025 ‘

Christmas Eve Masses
Wednesday, December 24
4 PM, 7PM and 10 PM

Christmas Day Masses
Thursday, December 25
8 AM, 10 AM and 12 PM

Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God
Vigil Mass,
Wednesday, December 31
5:30 PM

Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God
Thursday, January 1
9 AM

ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Pre-K 3- class is working on describing the
Christmas Holiday.
They have learned about sizes, patterns a
the meaning of this wonderful holiday in
celebrating the birth of baby Jesus. and most
importantly, they have learned about
Advent. They created wonderful Advent wreaths.

OPLATKI

The tradition of the Oplatki originated in
Poland. This Christmas custom began with a simple
white wafer, baked from flour and water. The
wafers are designed to display Christmas images,
such as the Nativity. The Oplatki are enjoyed by
families, typically right before the Christmas Eve
meal. Packages of Polish Oplatki will be available
in the vestibule of the Church.



SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES ‘

LIFE MINISTRY

DIOCESAN NEWS

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

PRIME TIMERS

The Prime Timers had a great time at the Hunterdon
Hills Christmas Show on December 9. The show
was excellent, the food good and the unlimited
dessert bar outrageous.

We are having our post-holiday luncheon on
January 9th. The cost is $17 pp and we’re asking a
few people to bring dessert. All reservations and
money for the party must be in by December 20™.
The following trips are planned for 2026:

April 1: La Greci’s Staaten — DOO-WOP Party
$125 -$135pp

May 27: Delaware River Cruise -Filled

June 18: Hunterdon Hills — Johnny Cash Review
$125 -$135pp

December 2: Hunterdon Hills — 50th Anniversary
Christmas Show $125 -$135pp

Final price per person will be determined by
number of people attending. All trips require a
minimum of 35 people.

Balance of payment for Delaware cruise must be
made by January 23, 2026

Prime Timers is open to anyone aged 50 and over.
Meetings are held on the first Friday of every month
in Marian Hall at 1:30pm, September through June.
Coffee/and at 1pm. Dues are $15 per person per
year due prior to January 1.

“WHY, FATHER” by Fr. Emerson

Q: Father, if the Bible doesn’t tell us the exact date of
Jesus’ birth, why does the Church confidently
celebrate Christmas on December 25th?

A: Because the Church is not guessing—she is
remembering. From the earliest centuries, Christians
celebrated the Lord’s Nativity on December 25th as
part of the faith handed down within the Church
herself 4. .

By the early third century, St. Hippolytus of
Rome clearly identifies December 25th as the date of
Christ’s birth. Later Fathers such as St. Ambrose, St.
Augustine, and St. Leo the Great preached
Christmas homilies on this date as something already
fixed and universal. This shows that December 25th
was received tradition, not a later invention.

This is important for Catholics: Christ did not
leave us a book alone (Bible)—He left us a living
Church guided by the Holy Spirit (Jn 16:13). The
same Church that preserved the Gospels also
preserved the celebration of Christ’s birth.



December 25th also carries a profound
proclamation of faith. The eternal Son entered time on
a real day. The Light of the world was born as the
darkness began to recede -~ . Christianity does not
rest on symbols alone, but on history transformed
by grace.

So when we celebrate Christmas on
December 25th, we proclaim with confidence and joy:
God truly became man—and He did so for us.

KIDS KORNER

PARISH GIVING |

SUNDAY COLLECTION: DEC. 15, 2024 $16,901.00
SUNDAY CoLLECTION: DECEMBER 14, 2025

WEEKLY COLLECTION $ 7,016.00
ONLINE GIVING DONATION $ 6,465.00
TOTAL $ 13,481.00
2ND COL.-PROJECT FAITH $ 1,642.00
WE PRAY FOR... |

A Time to be Healed...

Marge Sikora, Robert Rup, Fran Kobernick, Rosanna
Hampton, Philip Kutzenco, Angelo Torres, Nina Sova,
Nicholas Magrogan, Antonio Bussanich, Rosemarie
Carlee, James Jablonowski, Terry Kolenc, Wilson
Torres, Arlene Pompeo, Tom Wilkinson,

Lee Welch, Maya Hilario

MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2025

8:00 Dot Cervine

Rosanna Hampton
Catherine “Kitty” Makowski
Irene Marschalk

Emily and Andrew Sokerka
Edward Kovacs

12:00 All the People of the Parish

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2025

10:00

9:00 AM Thomas Turner - 8™ Anniversary
John Cannon

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2025

9:00 AM Salvatore Monteleone
Rita Klunder

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2025
CHRISTMAS EVE

4:00 PM Roberta Soccol
John Anderson, Jr.

7:00 PM Malcolm Hall
Charles Marvin

10:00 PM Joseph Scafidi

Elvira Maldonado

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2025
CHRISTMAS DAY

8:00 AM All the People of the Parish
10:00 AM Joseph Michael Paris

Pasquale Ferraro

Dominick & Josephine Pagano
12:00 PM John Michal

Giovanna & Antonio Caradonna
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2025

9:00 AM Beatriz Jumao-as
Jill Festa

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2025

9:00 AM Cezar& Lily Zapanta
Jill Festa
5:30 PM All the People of the Parish

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2025

8:00 Leandro Salme
Teresa Villegas
Haline Pohle
Daniel DiGioia
William Crum
Tina Salvemini
Joseph Dressel
Terry Pivirotto

OFFERTORY GIFTS FOR THE WEEKEND
OF DECEMBER 21ST

10:00

12:00

In memory of
Ella and Domenic DeBenedetto

CANDLE FOR THE WEEK OF
DECEMBER 21ST

In memory of Irene Marschalk



FAMILY RITE FOR PLACING THE INFANT
JESUS IN THE MANGER AT HOME
A Catholic family prayer for Christmas Eve or
Christmas Day

PREPARATION

Arrange the Nativity scene with the manger empty.
Place the figure of the Infant Jesus nearby. Light one or
more candles near the Nativity scene. All gather
reverently around the Nativity scene.

INTRODUCTION

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

Leader: Today (Tonight) we gather as a family to
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, born
of the Virgin Mary and laid in a manger. As we place
the Infant Jesus in the manger, we welcome Him into
our home and into our hearts.

OPENING PRAYER

Leader: Loving Father, you sent your Son to be born
among us in humility and love. Bless our family as we
remember the birth of Jesus. May this celebration
deepen our faith, strengthen our love for one another,
and fill our home with your peace. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

GOSPEL READING (Luke 2:1-14)

Leader: A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke.

All: Glory to you, O Lord.

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus
that the whole world should be enrolled. This was the
first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
So all went to be enrolled, each to his own town. And
Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of
Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of
David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child. While they were there, the time came for her
to have her child, and she gave birth to her firstborn son.
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
Now there were shepherds in that region living in the
fields and keeping the night watch over their flock. The
angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were struck with
great fear. The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for
behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that
will be for all the people. For today in the city of David
a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord.
And this will be a sign for you: you will find an infant

wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly
host with the angel, praising God and saying:

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those
on whom his favor rests.”

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PLACING OF THE INFANT JESUS

A family member brings forward the figure of the Infant
Jesus and places it in the manger.

Leader: Lord Jesus, we welcome you with joy. May
you always dwell in our home and in our hearts.

A brief moment of silence is kept.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Leader: Let us turn to God with trust and place before

Him our prayers. (Response: Lord, hear our prayer)

1. For the Church, that she may joyfully proclaim the
birth of Christ to all nations, we pray to the Lord.

2. For peace in the world and for an end to violence and
fear, we pray to the Lord.

3. For families everywhere, that their homes may reflect
the love of the Holy Family, we pray to the Lord.

4. For the poor, the lonely, and all who struggle during
this season, we pray to the Lord.

5. For our family gathered here, that we may grow in
faith, hope, and love, we pray to the Lord.

Leader: Loving Father, receive these prayers we offer

with confidence.

All: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Leader: United as a family and trusting in God’s love,
let us pray together in the words Jesus taught us:

All: Our Father...

SIGN OF PEACE

Leader: Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, has been born
for us. May His peace live in our hearts and in our
home. Let us share with one another a sign of Christ’s
peace.

Family members exchange a sign of peace.

CHRISTMAS SONG
All sing a Christmas hymn

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Leader: Lord Jesus, you chose to be born among us in
love and humility. Stay with our family and bless our
home with your joy and peace. May we follow you
faithfully throughout our lives. You who live and reign
forever and ever.

All: Amen.

The family now continues the celebration through a meal
or other family traditions.
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