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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
December 28, 2025

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
Saturday Evening ......ccoceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 5:30 PM
Sunday.....cccovviiiiiiiiiinn 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM (Broadcast) & 12:00 PM
Monday thru Saturday.......ccoceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Every Saturday ....ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 4:30 PM

HOLY HOUR
Every Friday ....cccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiia 9:30 to 10:30 AM

For a Communion visit and/or
Anointing of the Sick,
please contact the Parish office.



My Dear Parishioners,

Today the Church celebrates the Holy Family. This
feast falls in between Christmas and New Years.
When we see the Holy Family depicted, they look
so holy, so peaceful, and so calm. 1I’m sure they
were at times. When | think of my own family, |
think of a busy, on the go, sometimes crazy group
of people trying hard to work together and love
each other. Not perfect, but trying to live as God
has asked them to live. We have been called to
model our family life on that of the Holy Family. It
IS not easy, but they are an inspiration. Our own
modern families are like the Holy Family in that, as
they did, we too all face challenges in responding to
God faithfully and obediently. The holiness of a
family is not dependent upon perfection or an easy
road. As Mary and Joseph showed us, holiness is
dependent upon faithfulness and obedience to God’s
message. Hearing God’s message and responding
to God’s will made the Holy Family holy; it makes
our family holy too.

Joseph, in this Gospel, clearly acts as the
father of the family. To him is given the revelation
that danger is at hand and they must flee to Egypt.
To him is given the future revelation that it is safe
to return to their homeland. Whether it is going or
coming Joseph is attentive to both the needs of his
family and the overtures of God’s Presence and
guidance. He is head of the Holy Family: one in
which the members discern God’s will, risk change
for each other’s growth and good, and are united in
fidelity to God and each other. This feast calls us to
be the same kind of holy family.

On this feast of the Holy Family, let us grow
in grace and love, united with Jesus, Mary, and
Joseph. Today’s families deal with many negative
forces that challenge healthy relationships and
growth in holiness such as financial struggles,
divorce, and addictions. At the same time, grace
abounds, God wills our well-being and persons
come into our lives who can help us make good
choices. We need only to be open to change and
growth.

Let me end with this thought: In what ways
is my own life, or the life of my family uncertain or
insecure? Do | let God’s grace in to help me with
these problems?

Peace,
Fr. Monteleone

Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God
Vigil Mass,
Wednesday, December 31
5:30 PM

Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God
Thursday, January 1
9 AM

The entire Parish Staff would like to wish you and
yours a blessed New Year. May God bless you!

PLEASE NOTE:

The Parish Office will be closed on Wednesday
and Thursday, December 31st, Wednesday,
January 1st and Friday, January 2nd.

We will reopen Monday, January 5th.

In observance of the Solemnity of Mary on
Wednesday, January 1, Mass will be celebrated
at 9 AM. The Church will be closed immediately

following Mass.



School Christmas Festival Recap:
Hearts Full of Joy:

The Christmas Show was a success! Every grade

practiced to perform with harmony and show their

love to their parents and community, proving that
the spirit of the season was truly alive.

We are so proud of our students and teachers for
their hard work in preparing all the decorations and
performances and for their joyful witness to Christ’s

birth.
Thank you to the many parents who made this
magical event possible.

School Reopens January 5th!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Years.

Our school car raffle has been extended!
Drawing will be held on Jan 31st!

Starting this week we are having a car raffle sales
contest for all of our school families.

We will be picking 3 families to win 3 great
prizes! The 3 school families who sell the most
tickets by Jan 28 receive the following:

1st Prize: $1,000 credit toward tuition for 2026/27
school year at SPP or any Catholic HS in the area.

2nd and 3rd prize: Free Partial buyout HSA fees for
2026/27 school year up

A Heartfelt Thank You to Our Parish Family
With grateful hearts, we thank you for your
goodness. Your response to God’s blessings has
been nothing short of beautiful. Our parish family
donated more than 425 gifts to Catholic Charities
and Community Services, Mercy House, Martin de
Porres Village, and a local parish in need. In
addition, over $1000 was collected to support the
vital work of the Father English Center.

These acts of kindness are more than numbers—
they are tangible signs of God’s love at work
through you. As Pope Francis reminds us, “Each of
us has been given gifts and talents, meant to be
shared for the good of others.” By sharing so
freely, you have truly lived out this call.

You have been a living example of what it means to
be salt of the earth and light of the world, bringing
hope, dignity, and joy to so many. May God
continue to bless our parish family for reflecting His
mercy and love so clearly in our community and
beyond.

LIFE MINISTRY



COLUMBIETTE BLANKET MINISTRY

The next meetings will be January 7 & 21, 2026 at
10am in the Molloy Center. All crafters are
welcome! We have recently donated numerous
shawls and blankets to Project Linus, St. Catherine
Health Care Center and Complete Care at St.
Vincent’s.

We wish everyone a blessed and healthy 2026! For
donations or additional information, call Cathie
Murtha. (973-471-1265)

PRIME TIMERS

The Prime Timers had a great time at the Hunterdon
Hills Christmas Show on December 9. The show
was excellent, the food good and the unlimited
dessert bar outrageous.

We are having our post-holiday luncheon on
January 9th. The cost is $17 pp and we’re asking a
few people to bring dessert. All reservations and
money for the party must be in by December 20",
The following trips are planned for 2026:

April 1: La Greci’s Staaten — DOO-WOP Party
$125 -$135pp

May 27: Delaware River Cruise -Filled

June 18: Hunterdon Hills — Johnny Cash Review
$125 -$135pp

December 2: Hunterdon Hills — 50th Anniversary
Christmas Show $125 -$135pp

Final price per person will be determined by
number of people attending. All trips require a
minimum of 35 people.

Balance of payment for Delaware cruise must be
made by January 23, 2026

Prime Timers is open to anyone aged 50 and over.
Meetings are held on the first Friday of every month
in Marian Hall at 1:30pm, September through June.
Coffee/and at 1pm. Dues are $15 per person per
year due prior to January 1.

Q: Why are Mary, Joseph, and Jesus called the Holy
Family? < ¢ BEJ Jesus is God and Mary is
sinless—but what about St. Joseph? Was he
sinless too? & J

A: The Holy Family is called “holy” not because all
three were sinless in the same way, but because God
was completely at the center of their family life. In
Catholic teaching, holiness means being set apart
for God’s purpose—and no family was ever more
fully entrusted to God than this one. & &

Jesus is holy by nature—He is the Son of God E3.
Mary is holy by a unique grace—the Immaculate
Conception—preserved from sin by God’s action
€2 . St. Joseph, however, is holy in a profoundly
human way: through faithful obedience.

Scripture calls Joseph a “just man” (Mt 1:19),
meaning he lived in right relationship with God. The
Gospels record no words spoken by Joseph, but they
carefully record his actions. He listens & , believes

, and obeys without delay _*..He takes Mary into
his home, protects Jesus from Herod, flees into exile,
and returns when God commands . His
holiness shines not in perfection without struggle,
but in quiet faithfulness under pressure.

So what does the Holy Family teach us today?

First, they show us that holiness is possible in
ordinary family life. The Holy Family faced danger,
poverty, and uncertainty—yet God was present in the

middle of itall. [ @

Second, they teach us that obedience comes before
understanding. Joseph does not argue. Mary
ponders. Jesus submits. The Holy Family teaches us

to trust God even when the path is unclear. 44

Third, they remind us that love is lived through
sacrifice. Family life becomes holy when love

chooses sacrifice over self-interest. @

Finally, the Holy Family shows us that God works
through families to save the world. Salvation
entered history through a home, not a palace. When
Christ is welcomed into a family, that home becomes

a place of grace and mission. & &

That is why they are called the Holy Family—
because God was trusted, obeyed, and loved within

it 'S



Q: Why does the Church begin the New Year &= by
honoring Mary as Mother of God %2 w¢ ?
How are Christmas = & , peace %/, and the start
of a new year all connected in one feast? =

A: The Church begins the New Year exactly where
our salvation begins—with Mary and her Child
+ %2 . Calling Mary “Mother of God” is not about
elevating Mary—it is about defending the truth
about Jesus. The Child born at Christmas is not
partly God or merely human—He is fully God and
fully man 3.

This title was solemnly defended by the Church at
the Council of Ephesus (AD 431) to protect the truth
of the Incarnation. If Mary is the mother of Jesus—
and Jesus is God—then Mary is rightly called
Mother of God. To deny this would weaken who
Christ truly is.

January 1 also falls within the Octave of
Christmas—eight days celebrated as one continuous
feast & . The Church is still rejoicing in the
mystery of God made flesh.

It is also the World Day of Peace, because true
peace does not come from power or politics—it
comes from Christ, the Prince of Peace, whom Mary

carried into the world & €.

Finally, the Church places Mary at the doorway of
the New Year to teach us how to begin everything:
with trust, humility, and openness to God’s plan.

So the Church proclaims on January 1:
The year begins with Christ, peace flows from
Christ, and Mary always leads us to Him. ¥

THE COLLECTION INFORMATION NOT
AVAILABLE AT TIME OF PRINTING.

For the Recently Deceased...
Leonard VanderWende

A Time to be Healed...

Marge Sikora, Robert Rup, Fran Kobernick, Rosanna
Hampton, Philip Kutzenco, Angelo Torres, Nina Sova,
Nicholas Magrogan, Antonio Bussanich, Rosemarie
Carlee, James Jablonowski, Terry Kolenc, Wilson
Torres, Arlene Pompeo, Tom Wilkinson,

Lee Welch, Maya Hilario

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2025

8:00 Leandro Salme
Teresa Villegas
Haline Pohle
Daniel DiGioia
William Crum
Tina Salvemini
Joseph Dressel
Terry Pivirotto

MONDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2025

10:00

12:00

9:00 AM Jill Festa
Maria Elena Gallo

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2025

9:00 AM Flor Gonzales
Magdalena Punla

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2025

9:00 AM Don Muller
Patricia Hassert
5:30 PM Louise Stolarz

George and Emelin Masbang
- 42" Wedding Anniversary

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 2026
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

9:00 AM All the People of the Parish

FRIDAY, JANUARY 2, 2026

9:00 AM Frank Collier- 1% Anniversary
SATURDAY, JANUARY 3, 2025

9:00 AM Araceli G. Vargas

5:30 PM Salvatore and Catherine Liguori
Mary Gonnello
Eileen McGrady

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, 2025

8:00 All the People of the Parish
10:00 Anne and Anthony Lipari
Valentine J. Iglar
Robert Parillo
Paulina Koscik
- Special Intention
Gina Marano
Adele Marano

12:00

CANDLE GIFTS FOR THE WEEK
OF DECEMBER 28th

In memory of Logan Joseph Brackenbury
- With love from Mom, Dad and Jackson

OFFERTORY FOR THE WEEK OF
DECEMBER 28th

In memory of Sokerka and DiDonna

families.

- From Nick, Barbara, Joe, and Nicky
DiDonna






ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME

973-773-6666 660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ 973-546-4700
Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011, Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

Ranked #1 Realtor® Diane DeCarolis, APN BUYING OR SELLING?
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. . Ith by
in Clifton jrviviousedill CALL MR. & MRS. REAL ESTATE
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Mahmoud ljbara 917-751-8700 A Husband and Wife Team...
Red“’or® MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED - UPPER MONTCLAIR MUSt be a Dream!
646.764.9599 NEED A LAWYER? & RECkiy ?iMaria
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mahmoud@ijbaragroup.com I NJ U RE D? 973-714-9606
www_cliffonsold.com * Call For A Free Lagal Consultation x
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.294. Licensed NJ Real Estate Agent
973-326-8902 N
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s «Workers Compensation
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[ fw oo SocalSecuriy Disabilty
Iawmarcbrennercom marcOIawmartbrenner.co
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973-472-7000

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

PLEASE
SUPPORT OUR

ADVERTISERS

THEY SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

; ! ’ FRESH FAST FREE DELIVERY
W/& P [ZZ& PITZA - SANDWICHES - SALADS - ENTREES
1162 Broad Street « Clifton, NJ 07013 973 272 6080

chhook

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013
Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

(973) 471-9620 | ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com | www.ShookFH.com
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1313 VAN HOUTEN AVENUE « CLIFTON, NJ 07013
www.bizubquinlan.com

973-546-2000

TiMOTHY J. B1ZUB, MANAGER
N.J. Lic. No. 4022

WAYNE P. MARSTON
N.J. Lic. No. 4494

B17ZUB-
QUINLAN

FUNERAL HOME
JEFFREY PoMPEO Parishioner

THOMAS J. B1zUB, SR.
N.J. Lic. No. 2732

Epwarp C. RicH
N.J. Lic. No. 3562

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”

Compliments Of

DiFrancesco Bateman
——ATTORNEY
. 908-757-7800

Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:
Monsignor Peter ]. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School

IRAN
GMIOWSK@

Donations can be sent to:
§t. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund - 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013
Ask your employer about matching gifts!

Jpomp jerseylaw.net

CuiFton: 1200 Route 46 WEST (AT CORNER OF ST. PHLIP DRIVE)
WAaRReN: 15 MounTaN B « PoiNT PLeasanT: 1521 Beaver Dam Roap

BARTLETT
GREENHOUSES
& FLORIST INC.

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & %Neddings

471-6480

814 GROVE STREET - CLIFTON

I Make
House Calls!

PHILIP SALVATORIELLO
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured
4

C(DNTRACT(D

Clifton + New Jersey

ADDITIONS, KITCHENS & BATHROOMS
ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING
i TRIM, PAINTING, DECKS & DOORS
WINDOWS, SIDING & ROOFING

973.747.9812
philsal2025@gmail.com

OVER 30 YEARS IN PRACTICE

ANTHONY N. BARBIERI, PC
Attorney at Law

Wills « Real Estate « Bankruptcy

Motor Vehicle Offenses

832 CLIFTON AVENUE « CLIFTON, NJ 07013
973-204-9266
A.BARBIERI@OUTLOOK.COM

House and weekend visits available.
Free Consultation « $50 Discount with this Ad

The Law Offices of
ROBERT C. HESS
973-778-9310

840 Van Houten Ave. Clifton, NJ 07013
Parishioner, Lector

CJ

James J. Marrocco
Senior Director ~ Parishioner
NJ Lic. No. 3320

~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~

aioCco

MEMORIAL CHAPEL

Michael A. Waller
Director ~ Parishioner
NJ Lic. No. 3017

Brian J. Warner
Manager
NJ Lic. No. 4587
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