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The Epiphany of the Lord
January 4, 2026
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Every Friday......ccooiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiina, 9:30 to 10:30 AM

For a Communion visit and/or
Anointing of the Sick,
please contact the Parish office.



My Dear Parishioners,

| heard this story long ago and feel it should
be told again. | hope you enjoy it as much as | do on
this feast of the Epiphany or “Little Christmas” as it
is sometimes called.

Old grandmother Babushka was a holy
woman. She read the scriptures, and she knew that
the long-awaited Savior was to be born in
Bethlehem. So, she gathered together all of her
possessions and moved to David’s city. There she
lived in a simple house and prayed each day that
God would let her know when the Savior was born.
She intended to offer her possessions as a gift to the
newborn king. One night after a simple supper, she
turned out the light and went to bed. But before she
fell asleep there was a knock. “Who could it be at
this hour?” she thought. She lit the lamp and opened
the door.

There she saw three strangers with camels
standing before her. “The Savior is born,” they
announced, “and we have come from the east to
worship him. We were told in a dream to stop here
and to bring you along with us. We have gifts to
offer, and we know that you do also.” Old
grandmother Babushka rejoiced. “The time has
come, the Savior is born,” she thought. But it was
late and the night was cold and so she decided that
she would go and give her gifts tomorrow. She
ascertained from the strangers the exact directions
to the stable and wrote them carefully down. Then
she sent them on their way. The next morning, she
rose with the sun and gathered together all of her
gifts: food, clothing, and money. She followed the
directions directly to the stable. When she entered,
it was empty. The holy family had already departed.
Old grandmother Babushka stomped her foot, “I’ve
missed them,” she said, “I should have come last
night!”

But she was a determined woman. “I’ll keep
looking for them,” she decided, “they cannot have
gone too far.” And so old grandmother Babushka
began to look. She asked everyone she met. Did
they know of a child, of a poor child, perhaps to be
found in a manager, perhaps even living on the
street. She wanted them to tell her all that they
knew. And they did. Some people knew of a poor
family who lived on the outskirts of the city. Other
people knew of a young child who was sick. Others
heard of strangers who were in town with no place
to stay. Old grandmother Babushka visited them all.
But she could never be certain whether this child
and this family was the child and the family that the
strangers had told her about.

So she continued to look, week after week,
month after month. She found many children, poor
children everywhere. She found many a cradle,
many a manger, and many a mother nursing her
child. In each place, she left a part of the gift that
she was going to give to the Christ child: Here some
food, to this family some money, to this child some
clothes. In time, all that she had was gone. She
returned to her own home empty handed.

That night, Jesus appeared to her in a dream.
“There you are!” she exclaimed, “I have looked
everywhere for you and have not been able to find
you. | had gifts to give you but now they are gone.”
“l know,” said Jesus, “and | have received every
one. For whatever you gave to the least of my
brothers or sisters you gave to me.” Old
grandmother Babushka smiled. She was satisfied.
She had not seen the Christ child in the manger, but
she had lived his gospel.

Few of us here today have ever been to
Bethlehem. Those who visited that holy place found
that the manager was empty. But being a disciple
of Jesus is not seeing him in the stable. It is living
his gospel. Whenever we feed the poor, whenever
we visit the sick or imprisoned, whenever we
welcome the stranger, we are ministering to Christ
himself. When we are patient with a relative who
irritates us, when we are kind to the kid at school
that everyone else mocks, when we listen to the
person who is grieving or are generous with those
who struggle, we are not only serving them. We are
serving Jesus.

We cannot go with the Magi to Bethlehem,
but we can offer Christ our gifts. Not gifts of Gold,
Frankincense and Myrrh but gifts of respect,
compassion, and love.

Peace,
Fr. Monteleone



HAPPY NEW YEAR!

The faculty, staff, and students wish everyone a
Happy & Healthy New Year, from our family to
yours!

The students and staff are currently enjoying a
much-needed break, but we're looking forward to
starting the New Year this week.

The eighth graders are excited that their official
graduation year has arrived and are anxiously
awaiting the arrival of their high school acceptance
letters. Good Luck to the Class of 2026 during this
exciting time! Intermediate & Middle School
students are preparing for their Midterm Exams.

School reopens on Monday, January 5th.
We will be celebrating Catholic Schools Week at
the end of the month. More information to follow
in the coming weeks.

We wish everyone a Blessed and Healthy 2026!

LIFE MINISTRY

Our school car raffle has been extended!
Drawing will be held on Jan 31st!

Starting this week we are having a car raffle sales
contest for all of our school families.

We will be picking 3 families to win 3 great
prizes! The 3 school families who sell the most
tickets by Jan 28 receive the following:

1st Prize: $1,000 credit toward tuition for 2026/27
school year at SPP or any Catholic HS in the area.

2nd and 3rd prize: Free Partial buyout HSA fees for
2026/27 school year up

COLUMBIETTE BLANKET MINISTRY
The next meetings will be January 7 & 21, 2026 at
10am in the Molloy Center. All crafters are
welcome! We have recently donated numerous
shawls and blankets to Project Linus, St. Catherine
Health Care Center and Complete Care at St.
Vincent’s.
We wish everyone a blessed and healthy 2026! For
donations or additional information,
call Cathie Murtha. (973-471-1265)



PRIME TIMERS

The Prime Timers had a great time at the Hunterdon
Hills Christmas Show on December 9. The show
was excellent, the food good and the unlimited
dessert bar outrageous.

We are having our post-holiday luncheon on
January 9th. The cost is $17 pp and we’re asking a
few people to bring dessert. All reservations and
money for the party must be in by December 20"

The following trips are planned for 2026:

April 1: La Greci’s Staaten — DOO-WOP Party
$125 -$135pp

May 27: Delaware River Cruise -Filled

June 18: Hunterdon Hills — Johnny Cash Review
$125 -$135pp

December 2: Hunterdon Hills — 50th Anniversary
Christmas Show $125 -$135pp

Final price per person will be determined by
number of people attending. All trips require a
minimum of 35 people.

Balance of payment for Delaware cruise must be
made by January 23, 2026

Prime Timers is open to anyone aged 50 and over.
Meetings are held on the first Friday of every month
in Marian Hall at 1:30pm, September through June.
Coffee/and at 1pm. Dues are $15 per person per
year due prior to January 1.

Q: Father, why does the Church make such
a big deal about the Magi and the
Epiphany? They weren’t Jews, they weren’t
kings, and the Bible only mentions them
briefly—so why are they so important to our
faith? &

A: The Epiphany is celebrated because it
reveals something essential about who Jesus
is and why He came. The word epiphany
means “manifestation”—a revealing. On this
day, Christ is revealed not only to Israel, but
to the entire world @ . The Magi represent
the nations, showing that salvation is not
limited to one people, culture, or time.

God uses the Magi—outsiders, scholars,
seekers—to proclaim a universal truth. Even
those outside Israel can recognize the signs
God places in creation . Their journey
tells us that faith is not blind; it begins with
reason, searching, and honest questions that
lead to encounter.

The Magi also expose a contrast. While
pagans travel far to worship Christ, King
Herod—who knows the Scriptures—rejects
Him out of fear and pride €. Epiphany
forces a question upon every heart: Will we
seek Christ, or will we resist Him when He
challenges our control?

Their gifts preach theology without words.
Gold proclaims Jesus as King w# .
Frankincense declares Him God ... Myrrh
foretells His saving death §3. From the very
beginning, the Church sees in the manger
both glory and the Cross.

Finally, the Magi show us what real worship
looks like. They search, they follow the
light, they kneel, and they offer their best.
And after encountering Christ, Scripture
says they “returned by another way” ja—
because no one truly meets Jesus and stays
the same.

Epiphany reminds us that Christ reveals
Himself to all who seek Him sincerely. The
guestion is not whether He has made
Himself known—Dbut whether we are willing
to follow the light wherever it leads. = J4



SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, 2026
8:00 All the People of the Parish

10:00 Anne and Anthony Lipari
Valentine J. Iglar
Robert Parillo
Paulina Koscik
- Special Intention

12:00 Gina Marano
Adele Marano

MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 2026
9:00 AM Chedita Aguila Valonzo

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2026
9:00 AM Natalie Chu Phan

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2026
9:00 AM Llourdes Jaucian
- Special Intention
Rolando lzar, Jr

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2026
9:00 AM Rosemary Barrett

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9, 2026

9:00 AM Maria Salvatore
SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 2026
9:00 AM Luciano and Teofla Rosales
5:30 PM Deb Sirvidio
Annie Gaittens
Robert Frank
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026
8:00 Barbara Salemme
Deceased members of the Conocer
| Family
10:00 Delia Russo
John Mannarino
David Young
THE COLLECTION INFORMATION NOT Josefina M. Laya
AVAILABLE AT TIME OF PRINTING. 12:00 All the People of the Parish

| CANDLE GIFTSFOR THE WEEK

OF JANUARY 4th

In memory of Valentine J. Iglar
For the Recently Deceased... - From his loving wife and children
Joseph Urso, Mary Mazzarella DeMao
A Time to be Healed...
Marge Sikora, Robert Rup, Fran Kobernick, Rosanna OFFERTORY FOR THE WEEK OF
Hampton, Philip Kutzenco, Angelo Torres, Nina Sova, JANUARY 4th
Nicholas Magrogan, Antonio Bussanich, Rosemarie In memory of Valentine J. Iglar

Carlee, James Jablonowski, Terry Kolenc, Wilson - From his loving wife and children

Torres, Arlene Pompeo, Tom Wilkinson,
Lee Welch, Maya Hilario




CATHOLIC RITE OF CHALKING
THE DOOR AT HOME

Purpose of the Rite

The chalking of the door asks God’s blessing on the
home and all who enter it, invoking Christ’s
protection and recalling the visit of the Magi.

The inscription usually looks like:
20+C+M+B+26

It has three meanings:

1. The initials traditionally associated with the
Magi: Caspar, Melchior, Balthasar

2. The Latin blessing: Christus Mansionem
Benedicat
(“May Christ bless this house”)

3. The crosses represent Christ

What You Need
o Blessed chalk (ordinary chalk may be used if
blessed chalk is unavailable)
o The household gathered together

ORDER OF THE RITE

1. Opening Sign of the Cross

All make the Sign of the Cross:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

2. Scripture Reading (Matthew 2:1-12)

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,

in the days of King Herod, behold, magi from the
east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the
newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its
rising and have come to do him homage.”

When King Herod heard this, he was greatly
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.

Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of
the people, he inquired of them where the Christ
was to be born. They said to him, “In Bethlehem of
Judea, for thus it has been written through the
prophet:

And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
since from you shall come a ruler,

who is to shepherd my people Israel.”

Then Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained
from them the time of the star’s appearance.

He sent them to Bethlehem and said,

“Go and search diligently for the child.

When you have found him, bring me word,

that | too may go and do him homage.”

After their audience with the king they set out.
And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising
preceded them, until it came and stopped over the
place where the child was. They were overjoyed at
seeing the star, and on entering the house

they saw the child with Mary his mother.

They prostrated themselves and did him homage.
Then they opened their treasures and offered him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

And having been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they departed for their country by another
way.

The Gospel of the Lord.

3. Blessing Prayer

Let us pray.

Lord God of heaven and earth,

you revealed your only-begotten Son

to every nation by the guidance of a star.
Bless this home and all who live here.
Fill it with the light of Christ,

with peace, joy, and charity.

Grant that all who enter may find welcome,
and that those who dwell here

may grow in faith, hope, and love.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

4. Chalking the Door
Using the chalk, write above or beside the main
entrance:

20+C+M+ B+ 26

While writing, say:
Christus Mansionem Benedicat.
(May Christ bless this house.)

5. Concluding Prayer

O Lord, hear our prayer.

Let your blessing remain upon this home
and upon all who enter it.

Keep us safe from harm

and lead us to eternal life.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

End with the Sign of the Cross.
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