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First Sunday of Lent
February 22, 2026

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

Saturday Evening ......cccceveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 5:30 PM
Sunday......ccccevviiiiiiiiinnn 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM (Broadcast) & 12:00 PM
Monday thru Saturday........ceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinine, 9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Every Saturday .....coooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin e 4:30 PM

HOLY HOUR
Every Friday .....cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiia, 9:30 to 10:30 AM

For a Communion visit and/or
Anointing of the Sick,
please contact the Parish office.



FROM THE PASTOR'’S DESK |

My Dear Parishioners,

It is so easy to look with contempt and
bemusement at many of the characters we encounter
in the Scriptures. The Israelites saw the Red Sea
open before them as they were freed from slavery,
yet they consistently complained about the Lord’s
lack of generosity. The Apostles saw miracle after
miracle; how could they doubt that Jesus was who
He said he was? But our First Reading is perhaps
the best example of them all.

Adam and Eve have everything. They were
created exclusively out of God’s love and given
everything they would need. God has poured out
endless generosity and goodness upon them. He has
one rule... that they cannot eat from the tree of
knowledge of good and evil, the exclusive domain
of God... but they can do anything else. Yet they
are seemingly easily caught by a simple deceit of
the serpent. How could they have believed that God
was keeping something from them? How could they
doubt God’s goodness with everything they had
seen?

A priest once asked us in seminary, “What is
the hardest doctrine for people to believe?” When
we answered, “The Immaculate Conception,” “The
Virgin Birth,” or “Transubstantiation,” the priest
simply shook his head and said, “People have
struggles with all of those, but the hardest doctrine
for people to believe is that God loves them.” While
this seems absurd at first glance, the experience of
Adam and Eve proves it to be true.

Adam and Eve ignore everything God has
done for them and rebel against Him because they
think He is not a good Father. They assume that He
is keeping something from them, and that if they do
it their own way, they will be happier. They forget
God’s goodness and quickly resort to their own
designs.

The result is predictable and relatable, if
only because we have done the same thing
thousands of times. Adam and Eve quickly realize
that rebellion against the Father leads only to
sadness and isolation. The same happens with us.
God gives us blessing after blessing, yet at the first
hint that maybe | do not have everything | want, |

assume God is holding back on me, and I choose
my own thing. I rebel, get hurt, God forgives me...
and then I’ll go through the cycle again! This is the
sad human condition after the Fall.

Christ’s fasting and triumph over the Devil
in the desert provides us with a better way. The
devil uses the same tricks as he used with Adam and
Eve. “You could have more.” “You could be more
popular.” “You could be more powerful.” Yet
where Adam and Eve fell, Christ stands strong.
After each temptation, Christ acknowledges that His
Father has a plan, and that real joy comes only from
trusting Him.

We have begun the great adventure of Lent,
where we enter the desert with Christ. Our prayers,
fasts, and almsgiving give us the opportunity to
trust that God is who He says He is. When | get a
little hungry, don’t want to go to stations, or give
some of my extra resources to charity, I’'m
implicitly telling the Father that He can make me
happier than I can make myself. Every pang of
hunger, check | write, or prayer time | spend gives
me the chance to do what ~ Adam and Eve cannot
do: trust the Father!

While much of my life has been a mirror image of
the experience of Adam and Eve, this Lent grants
me the opportunity to follow Christ’s lead and put
my Faith in the God who can never let me down.

Peace,

Fr. Monteleone

LENT

Please Note that we will add a 7 AM Daily Mass
Monday through Friday during Lent through Friday,
March 27th.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday
evening in Church at 7 PM through Good Friday, on
April 3rd.



ST. PATRICK’'S DINNER DANCE Academic Records and References need to be

|

uploaded and attached to the application. There is a
$75 non-refundable application fee. Applicants will
be contacted regarding the status of the application.
Upon acceptance copies of the child's birth
certificate, Baptismal certificate and
Immunization record will need to be provided.
All detailed information regarding the school can be
found on our website stphilipprep.com under
2026-2027 Registration
Any questions please contact the school at
(973) 779-4700
**Registration for each class will be ongoing until
the capacity of students has been reached, which is
25. At that time, waiting lists will be generated.

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

& . Tricky Tray Tickets Are On Sale! ool
@' Join us for Monte Carlo Night Tricky Tray
% Friday, March 20

& A glamorous evening of chance #:, amazing
prizes T, and lively fun %

# 335 - General Admission

€» $65 — VIP Package

= Check the flyer below for details!

ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL |

As we enter the season of Lent, we encourage our
students to focus on their prayer life, as we pray the
Stations of the Cross each week. We teach our
students to find quiet moments of reflection while
walking through their busy school lives. We remind
our students to also practice self-discipline and
“stretch themselves” by giving up small comforts,
shouldering character building, and concentrating
their efforts to prioritize the poor, the lost, and the
left out, fostering empathy and social responsibility.

Applications for New families for the 2026-2027
School year are being accepted now. Applications
can be found and submitted

at stphilipprep.com under New Student Application.

Completed applications include:
e Standardized Test Scores
e Current Academic Records
e Current ISP/ IEP, if applicable
e References




VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL |

Save the dates for our Vacation
Bible Fun
Mark your calendar July 27- 31
8:45 AM - 12 Noon
This year’s theme is
“Rainforest Falls”
Stay tuned for more
information regarding
registration dates.

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES ‘

COLUMBIETTES

The next Columbiette meeting will be

held on Thursday, February 26™. Our

Social time refreshments will begin at

6:30 pm followed by our regular meeting at 7:00 pm.
If you are interested in becoming a Columbiette or
would like more information, please contact Pat
Scarpone at 973-881-7977 or Sharon Festa at 973-
742-0926. You must be 18 years old and a Catholic
female.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Christmas is over (except for the bills) and Lent is just
around the corner (Feb. 18, 2026) only about a month
away so it’s time to think about that Lenten menu. Our
Knights of Columbus Council will have our annual
fish- fry, catered by Tastefully British, on Sunday
March 8 th from 1pm to 3pm.

Unfortunately, but not surprisingly, fish prices have
sky-rocketed and our costs are up 20% from last year
so tickets will be $25 in advance and $30

at the door since we only have a limited number of
door-sales tickets available. Brother Knights will be
selling tickets after Masses in the church

vestibule on the weekend of February 28-March 1.
Tickets can also be purchase =17
on-line at kofc1167.org, you i ok
can use your smartphone and -T:f-
the QR code here or you can ! e
contact Mike Cervine at E -
(973)472-7505. :

KOC MOVIE NIGHT
The St. Philip the Apostle K of C Council 11671
Family Movie Night
Saturday, February 28" at 7:00 PM
St. Philip Preparatory School Auditorium
Adults $15 & Children $10

Each ticket receives a hot dog, water and ice cream
cup.
Each child must be accompanied by an adult
Order your tickets today.

Light of the
World

The story of Jesus
as seen by the
youngest Apostle
John

Tickets: https://knights-of-columbus-11671-
specialevents.square.site/

Or use the QR Code

PRIME TIMERS

The Prime Timers next regular Meeting will be on
Friday March 6th at 1:30pm (coffee/and 1pm) in
Marian Hall. Our guest speaker will be from the
Passaic County Department of Senior, Veterans and
Disabled Services talking about the services available
to seniors from Passaic County.

The following trips are planned for 2026:

April 1, La Greci’s Staaten — DOO-WOP to Disco
Party — Cancelled for insufficient interest

May 27, Delaware River Cruise -Filled

June 18, Hunterdon Hills — Johnny Cash Review $140
still a few seats available

Dec. 2, Hunterdon Hills — 50th Anniversary Christmas
Show $140 — Seats Available

All trips require a minimum of 35 people.

Full payment for Delaware cruise - OVERDUE ! We
have a waiting list for this. If you haven’t paid by Feb.
27 th your place will be given to those on the waiting
list.

Full Payment for Johnny Cash show due by March 31.
You needn’t be a Prime Timers member to go on our
trips; they’re open to everyone however, Prime Time
Members do get priority.

While there’s still room on each of these trips they’re
filling rapidly. If you want to join us

contact Mike Cervine (973)472-7505.




There will not be a Prime Timer’s meeting in April DIOCESAN OPPORTUNITIES

due to the easter Triduum and school closure Easter
week.

Prime Timers membership is open to anyone age 50
and over. Meetings are held the first Friday of every
month Sept. through June in Marian Hall at 1:30pm,
coffee/and at 1pm. Dues are $15 per person per year
due prior to Jan.1.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES ‘

LIFE MINISTRY

“WHY, FATHER?” by Fr. Emerson

Q: Father, if Jesus is truly God E8, how could He be

tempted by the devil? & Doesn’t temptation imply
weakness? How can Christ be divine and yet
experience temptation?

A: This question goes straight to the heart of Christian
belief. If Jesus is God, and God cannot sin, then what
does it mean that He was tempted in the desert? The
key is understanding who Jesus truly is: one divine
Person with two natures—fully God and fully man
..... 2.

In His divine nature, Christ cannot sin. God is perfect
holiness. But in His human nature, Jesus truly
experienced hunger ~, exhaustion, loneliness, and the
external pressure of temptation. The Gospel says He
fasted for forty days. That is not symbolic suffering—
it is real human weakness.

Temptation itself is not sin. Being tempted means being
tested. Hebrews 4:15 tells us that Jesus was “tempted
in every way, yet without sin.” The devil tempts
Him not because Christ is flawed, but because Christ
has truly entered our human condition.

Notice something important: each temptation attacks
His identity—*“If you are the Son of God...” ¢ The
battle is not about proving power; it is about obedience.




The devil tempts Jesus to use divine power for comfort,
fame, or control. But Jesus refuses. He quotes Scripture
() © and remains faithful to the Father.

Christianity does not present a distant God who
watches suffering from afar. It proclaims a God who
steps into the battlefield of temptation. In the desert,
Jesus succeeds where Adam failed. He resists the devil
not by overwhelming force, but by obedient trust.

His temptation shows two things at once:
E} He is truly human—able to experience testing.

B3 He is truly divine—incapable of sin and victorious
over evil.

Lent begins here because Christ shows us that
temptation is not defeat. It is an arena for grace. Jesus
was tempted not because He is less than God, but
because He is Emmanuel—God with us §3 © .
And because He conquered temptation, we are not

alone inours. 4a

GOD BLESS THE NEWLY BAPTIZED

Olivia Madison

PARISH GIVING |

THE COLLECTION INFORMATION NOT
AVAILABLE AT TIME OF PRINTING.

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTION
MARCH 8- PROJECT FAITH

WE PRAY FOR... |

For the Recently Deceased
Andrea Troope

A Time to be Healed...

Fran Kobernick, Rosanna Hampton, Philip

Kutzenco, Angelo Torres, Nina Sova, Nicholas
Magrogan, Antonio Bussanich, James Jablonowski,
Terry Kolenc, Wilson Torres, Arlene Pompeo, Tom
Wilkinson, Lee Welch, Maya Hilario, Charles
Nisivoccia, Sally Conselyea,

Margaret Sikora, Maria Torres, David A. Ricca, Daisy
Troope

MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2026

8:00 Anita Lipari
Jozefa Gil
10:00 John Francis McMahon

Andrew Canavan
Ana and Manuel Santana
Andres Besaro Tapia
and Rosa Ruth Besazo
12:00 All the People of the Parish

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2026

7:00 AM Mary Mazzarella DeMaro, MD
9:00 AM Rosemarie Carlee

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026
7:00 AM Robert Anzalone
9:00 AM Jean Alix Jolly

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2026

7:00 AM Manuel Bacani
Michael T. Renda-4" Anniversary
9:00 AM Emily Klopotek- 7" Anniversary

Angeles “Lito” Cabigao
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2026

7:00 AM All the Souls in Purgatory
9:00 AM Frank and Michael Sabella
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2026

7:00 AM Nerio Pena

9:00 AM Patricia Foz

Jame Mark Verzosa
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2026

9:00 AM Antoinette Altomare
Antonio B. Garcia
5:30 PM All the People of the Parish
SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2026
8:00 Mike Barbetta
Lennie Salvatori
10:00 Maria Beloni

Deceased members of the Ayers and
Pritch families

Ronald Werner

Michele Dibello

Jill Festa

Nancy Menengus

12:00

CANDLE FOR THE WEEK OF
FEBRUARY 22ND
In Memory of Maria Beloni

-From Ervin Beloni




ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME

973-773-6666 660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ 973-546-4700
Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011, Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors
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973-472-7000

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

PLEASE
SUPPORT OUR

ADVERTISERS

THEY SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

; ! ’ FRESH FAST FREE DELIVERY
W/& P [ZZ& PITZA - SANDWICHES - SALADS - ENTREES
1162 Broad Street « Clifton, NJ 07013 973 272 6080

chhook

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013
Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

(973) 471-9620 | ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com | www.ShookFH.com

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 inside




1313 VAN HOUTEN AVENUE « CLIFTON, NJ 07013
www.bizubquinlan.com

973-546-2000

TiMOTHY J. B1ZUB, MANAGER
N.J. Lic. No. 4022

WAYNE P. MARSTON
N.J. Lic. No. 4494

B17ZUB-
QUINLAN

FUNERAL HOME

THOMAS J. B1zUB, SR.
N.J. Lic. No. 2732

Epwarp C. RicH
N.J. Lic. No. 3562

J E FF ng |:Y P gtMP E 0 Parishioner

—ATTORNEY
. 908-757-7800

Jpomp jerseylaw.net

CuiFton: 1200 Route 46 WEST (AT CORNER OF ST. PHLIP DRIVE)
WAaRReN: 15 MounTaN B « PoiNT PLeasanT: 1521 Beaver Dam Roap

I Make
House Calls!

BARTLETT
GREENHOUSES
& FLORIST INC.

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & %Neddings

471-6480

814 GROVE STREET - CLIFTON

Compliments Of

RAN

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”

Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:
Monsignor Peter ]. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School

Donations can be sent to:
§t. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund - 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013
Ask your employer about matching gifts!

GMIOWSKQ]
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Clifton + New Jersey

The Law Offices of
ROBERT C. HESS
973-778-9310

840 Van Houten Ave. Clifton, NJ 07013
Parishioner, Lector

PHILIP SALVATORIELLO
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured
R i

ADDITIONS, KITCHENS & BATHROOMS
ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING
" TRIM, PAINTING, DECKS & DOORS
WINDOWS, SIDING & ROOFING

973.747.9812
philsal2025@gmail.com

OVER 30 YEARS IN PRACTICE

ANTHONY N. BARBIERI, PC
Attorney at Law

Wills « Real Estate « Bankruptcy

Motor Vehicle Offenses

832 CLIFTON AVENUE « CLIFTON, NJ 07013
973-204-9266
A.BARBIERI@OUTLOOK.COM

House and weekend visits available.
Free Consultation « $50 Discount with this Ad

Whether planning ahead or

coping with loss, we provide

guidance rooted in tradition
and compassion, tailored
to your needs and wishes.

MARROCCO
MEMORIAL CHAPEL
470 Colfax Avenue -« Clifton, NJ 07013 » 973-249-6111 - marroccos.com

1398 (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC ¢ P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

Serving families with dignity
and faith since 1899.
James J. Marrocco

Owner/Manager
Parishioner ¢ Lic. #3320

Rosa Hernandez
Director ¢ Lic. #4997
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