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Third Sunday of Lent 

March 8, 2026 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
   Saturday Evening …….…….….………………………..……… 5:30 PM 
   Sunday……...……………..8:00 AM, 10:00 AM (Broadcast) & 12:00 PM 
   Monday thru Saturday...………....…...………………………… 9:00 AM 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

   Every Saturday …………………………..………………………4:30 PM 
 

HOLY HOUR 
    Every Friday …………………………………..………9:30 to 10:30 AM 

   For a Communion visit and/or 
Anointing of  the Sick, 

please contact the Parish office. 
 

@StPhilipClifton  @StPhilipClifton 



FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
 The love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is what 
the Samaritan woman in today’s Gospel Reading is 
seeking. Jesus knows better than she does what kind 
of thirst is in her heart. She’s looked for 
love in many places, but has failed in her search. Jesus 
wants to offer her the love that can only 
come from God. He offers the same to us during Lent. 
 One of the guideposts that God has given to 
help us is the Ten Commandments. The Ten 
Commandments, of course, fall into two parts. In our 
whole life on earth, God really asks only 
two things: to love God and to love our neighbor. 
 Yet there’s a reason that God put the First 
through Third Commandments before the other seven. 
Just as prayer must be the source of our good works, 
so following the first three commandments 
helps us to follow the latter seven. Giving God His 
due is needed to have a heart open to the love 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, which in turn we are 
meant to share with our neighbor. 
 God’s First Commandment is: “I am the Lord, 
your God. You shall not have other gods before 
me.” This commandment forbids fashioning one’s 
own gods when God Himself does not meet 
our expectations. In our own day, there is no end to 
the suggestions that the world makes about 
possible substitutes for God: money, sexuality, power, 
etc. 
 One way to reflect on whether the things in 
our lives are challenging God for First Place is to 
imagine what our reaction would be if something was 
taken away from us or destroyed. What if 
your home, along with all your vehicles, burned 
completely to the ground? Would you be 
distraught? Or would your response be like that of Job 
in the Old Testament, who recognized that 
every thing in his life was a gift from God that he did 
not deserve. Would your response be like 
that of Jesus on the Cross, who in His complete 
poverty still chose to act out of divine love? 
 The Second Commandment calls us to respect 
our God in a unique way. “You shall not take the 
Name of the Lord, your God, in vain.” The name of a 
person represents that person. Throughout 
the scriptures we see God giving new names to 
individuals as signs of their identities and 
missions among the People of God. 
 The name of God is All-Holy, just as God 
Himself is All-Holy. To abuse the name of God is to 

abuse God Himself. For Christians, there are only two 
valid ways in which to speak the Name of 
God: first, for prayer; second, for leading another 
towards God in holy conversation, including 
teaching. 
 The Third Commandment concerns the fact 
that Christians are not only called to have a personal 
relationship with God but are also to have a spiritual 
relationship with other Christians, and that 
together Christians are to worship God. “Keep holy 
the Lord’s Day.” Sunday is the day of the 
week on which Jesus rose from the dead, and because 
of this, Christians have always honored 
Sunday as the “eighth day” of the week, the day on 
which a new creation was established by 
God. 
 Every Sunday, Catholics are obliged by their 
baptismal promises to share in public worship at the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Missing Mass is an 
offense against God’s love because the Mass is 
the form of worship He gave us at the Last Supper. 
Jesus didn’t say at the Last Supper, “Play a 
round of golf in memory of me.” He didn’t say, 
“Catch up on your sleep in memory of me.” 
Jesus confirmed and specified the meaning of the 
Third Commandment at the Last Supper, 
telling us: “Do this in memory of me.”  
 
Peace, 
Fr. Monteleone 
 

LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Please Note that we will add a 7 AM Daily Mass 
Monday through Friday during Lent through Friday, 

March 27th. 
Holy Hour is every Friday following 9 AM Mass. 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation is available every 

Saturday from 4:00 to 4:30 PM and every Monday 
of Lent from 7:00 to 8:30 PM in Church. 

 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday 
evening in Church at 7 PM through Good Friday, on 

April 3rd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
 
The children participated in read across America by 
reading books with their buddies in the upper grades 
.Grades 1 - 8 attended stations of the cross on 
Monday And will continue every Monday during 
Lent. The students are working on Lent activities in 
religion classes as an observance of Lent. The 
students are collecting healthcare products and food 
for Ava’s village as a Lenten activity as well. 
 
HELP WANTED 
MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER 
SPPS is seeking a Middle School long term 
substitute science teacher, to start immediately.  
Interested applicants may call the school  
at 973-779-4700 
 
Applications for New families for the 2026-2027 
School year are being accepted now. Applications can 
be found and submitted at stphilipprep.com under 
New Student Application. 
 

Completed applications include: 
 Standardized Test Scores 
 Current Academic Records 
 Current ISP/ IEP, if applicable 
 References 

 

Academic Records and References need to be 
uploaded and attached to the application. There is a 
$75 non-refundable application fee. Applicants will be 
contacted regarding the status of the application.  
Upon acceptance copies of the child's birth certificate, 
Baptismal certificate and Immunization record will 
need to be provided. 
All detailed information regarding the school can be 
found on our website stphilipprep.com under 
2026-2027 Registration  
Any questions please contact the school at  
(973) 779-4700 

 
**Registration for each class will be ongoing until the 
capacity of students has been reached, which is 25. At 
that time, waiting lists will be generated. 
 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Come Join Fr. Monteleone for 
Bible Study this Lent 

Mondays 10:00am~11:00am 
Through March 30th 

Youth Room in the Molloy Center 
The Sermon on the Mount 

ST. PATRICK’S DINNER DANCE 

 
 

SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
HY, FATHER 

 
 
 
 
 



SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES 
COLUMBIETTE BLANKET MINISTRY 
The next meeting will be held Wednesday, March 4 
and 18, 2026 at 10am in the Molloy Center.  All 
crafters are welcome!  For more information or 
yarn/fabric donation, please call Cathie Murtha. (973-
471-1265) 
 
COLUMBIETTES 
Meeting Date Change 
Due to scheduling availability with the parish 
calendar, please be aware that the upcoming 
Columbiettes meeting will take place on 
Thursday, March 12th.   Our Social time 
refreshments will begin at 6:30 pm followed by our 
regular meeting at 7:00 pm. 
PRIME TIMERS 
The Prime Timers next regular Meeting will be on 
Friday March 6th at 1:30pm (coffee/and 1pm) in 
Marian Hall. Our guest speaker will be from the 
Passaic County Department of Senior, Veterans and 
Disabled Services talking about the services available 
to seniors from Passaic County.  
The following trips are planned for 2026: 
April 1, La Greci’s Staaten – DOO-WOP to Disco 
Party – Cancelled for insufficient interest 
May 27, Delaware River Cruise -Filled 
June 18, Hunterdon Hills – Johnny Cash Review $140 
still a few seats available 
Dec. 2, Hunterdon Hills – 50th Anniversary Christmas 
Show $140 – Seats Available 
All trips require a minimum of 35 people. 
Full payment for Delaware cruise – OVERDUE ! We 
have a waiting list for this. If you haven’t paid by Feb. 
27 th your place will be given to those on the waiting 
list. 
Full Payment for Johnny Cash show due by March 31. 
You needn’t be a Prime Timers member to go on our 
trips; they’re open to everyone however, Prime Time 
Members do get priority. 
While there’s still room on each of these trips they’re 
filling rapidly. If you want to join us 
contact Mike Cervine (973)472-7505. 
There will not be a Prime Timer’s meeting in April 
due to the easter Triduum and school closure Easter 
week. 
Prime Timers membership is open to anyone age 50 
and over. Meetings are held the first Friday of every 
month Sept. through June in Marian Hall at 1:30pm, 
coffee/and at 1pm. Dues are $15 per person per year 
due prior to Jan.1. 
 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
BEEFSTEAK 

Msgr. Peter J Doody Scholarship* 
Beefsteak Dinner 

 

Saturday April 18, 2026 
 St. Philip’s Auditorium 7pm 

 
Adrian Branch, our Guest Speaker, 
is a retired American professional 

basketball player. Branch was 
drafted into the NBA in the second 

round by the Chicago Bulls in 
1985. To learn more about Adrian 

scan on the QR Code below… 
 

Order tickets online at: 
KofC11671.org or call/email: 

Ray Lill (973) 472-1756 
Dennis Fitzpatrick (973) 271-9577 

Tickets Prices** 
Adults - $65 

Chicken also available but must be ordered in advance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Provides Catholic high school scholarships to St. 
Philip’s Prep School graduates and tuition assistance 
to needy St. Philip’s school students. 
** If paying by check for the Beefsteak tickets 
payable to: St. Philip the Apostle Council 11671*** If 
donating to the Scholarship Fund (for tax deduction) 
payable to: Msgr Peter J Doody Scholarship Fund 
 

THANK YOU 
 
Fr. English Food Pantry Thank You 
Once again our parish came together to support our 
neighbors in Paterson by donating a large amount of 
food on February 21st and 22nd.  Every item is truly 
appreciated, and the pantry was in dire need of edible 
food items.  Thank you so much for your support and 
remember: “For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink.”  
Matthew 25:35 Blessings to All… 
 
 
 
 
 



HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

 Tricky Tray Tickets Are On Sale!  
 Join us for Monte Carlo Night Tricky Tray 
 Friday, March 20 
 A glamorous evening of chance , amazing prizes 
, and lively fun  
 $35 – General Admission 
 $65 – VIP Package 
 Check the flyer below for details! 

y r HER?” by Fr 
WEDDING BANNS 

 
The following couple will be 
exchanging wedding vows: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jefferson Rannga and Anjenette Santos 

 
 
 

WHY, FATHER?” by Fr. Emerson 
 
Q: Father, when Jesus speaks to the Samaritan 
woman about “living water,”  is that just 
symbolic language—or does it prove something real 
about who He is? And why does she leave her water 
jar behind? 
 
A: This Gospel is not merely poetic—it is profoundly 
theological. Jesus begins tired and thirsty , 
showing He is truly human. Yet in the same 
conversation, He offers “living water” that becomes 
“a spring welling up to eternal life.”  No 
prophet ever claimed to give eternal life. Only God 
can give divine life. By offering it, Jesus reveals His 
identity as more than teacher—He is the source of 
salvation . 
 
In the Old Testament, “living water” symbolized 
God’s own life and Spirit (Jer 2:13) . When Jesus 
claims He can give this water, He is implicitly 
claiming divine authority. Then He reveals 
knowledge of the woman’s hidden past —proof 
of supernatural insight—yet responds not with 
shame, but mercy . Truth and compassion meet in 
Him. 
 
Another powerful moment: Jesus crosses social and 
religious barriers . Jews avoided Samaritans. 
Rabbis avoided public conversations with women. 
Yet Jesus seeks her out. Salvation is universal, not 
tribal. 
 
And then something beautiful happens: she leaves 
her jar . Why? Because she has found something 
greater than the water she came for. The jar 
represents her old thirst—daily survival, routine, 
perhaps even her burdens. Encountering Christ 
reorders her priorities. She forgets the jar because she 
has found living water. 
 
She runs back to the town  and becomes a 
missionary. Authentic encounter leads to 
evangelization. The townspeople eventually 
proclaim: “This is truly the Savior of the world.” 

 Not just a prophet—the Savior. 
 
The jar left behind is a quiet but powerful symbol: 
when Christ satisfies the soul, lesser thirsts lose their 
grip. 
 
Lent asks us: what jars are we still clinging to? 
Because Jesus still waits at the well, offering not 
temporary relief—but eternal life. 



KIDS KORNER 

PARISH GIVING 
 
SUNDAY COLLECTION: MARCH 2, 2025      $    20,214.00 
SUNDAY COLLECTION: MARCH 1, 2026      
WEEKLY COLLECTION                                  $  16,263.00 
ONLINE GIVING DONATION                           $   6,777.00 
TOTAL                                                              $ 23,040.00 
 
UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTION 
MARCH 15- CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT 
 

WE PRAY FOR…  
 
For the recently Deceased… 
Thomas Lowden 
 
A Time to be Healed…  
Fran Kobernick, Rosanna Hampton, 
Philip Kutzenco, Angelo Torres, Nina Sova, Nicholas 
Magrogan, Antonio Bussanich, James Jablonowski, 
Terry Kolenc, Wilson Torres, Arlene Pompeo, Tom 
Wilkinson, Lee Welch, Maya Hilario, Charles 
Nisivoccia, Sally Conselyea,  
Margaret Sikora, Maria Torres, David A. Ricca, Daisy 
Troope, Christopher Ivan George 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2026 
 8:00  All the People of the Parish 
 10:00  Leonard Zwerver 
   Un Kong 
   Pable Fernando Gernandez 
   Rose Oliva 
 12:00  Paul Ganowski 
   Fred Barum 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2026 
7:00 AM  Joseph DiDonna 
9:00 AM  Mary and James Quinn 
 
TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2026 
7:00 AM  Gene Toma 
9:00 AM  Gloria Keker 
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2026 
7:00 AM  John Lyons 
9:00 AM  Michael Barbetta 
 
THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2026 
7:00 AM  Jane Hughes 
9:00 AM  Joseph Michael Paris 
   
FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2026  
7:00 AM  Michael Farrell 
9:00 AM  Thomas Mullin- 1st Anniversary 
 
SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2026 
9:00 AM  Eugene Markey 
 
5:30 PM  Jill Festa 
   Fred Baram 
   Leonard VanderWande 
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2026 
 8:00  Josephine Sara Warner 
 10:00  Thomas Mullin 
   Daniel Mutter 
   Louis P. Degnan 
   Alexander Artola 
 12:00  All the People of the Parish 
 
CANDLE FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 8th 
 
In Memory of Rose Oliva 

- From the Molinaro family 
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Must be a Dream!
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★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★
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MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
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CERTIFIED BY THE SUPREME
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222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927
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Realtor®

646.764.9599
mahmoud@ijbaragroup.com
www.cliftonsold.com
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Psychiatric Mental
Health Practitioner
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MARROCCO
MEMORIAL CHAPEL

470 Colfax Avenue  Clifton, NJ 07013  973-249-6111  marroccos.com

Whether planning ahead or 

coping with loss, we provide 

guidance rooted in tradition 

and compassion, tailored 

to your needs and wishes.

Serving families with dignity 
and faith since 1899.

James J. Marrocco
Owner/Manager 

Parishioner  Lic. #3320

Rosa Hernandez
Director  Lic. #4997

PHILIP SALVATORIELLO
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured

973.747.9812
philsal2025@gmail.com

TOR
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ADDITIONS, KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 

TRIM, PAINTING, DECKS & DOORS

WINDOWS, SIDING & ROOFING

9
phils

WIND
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BARTLETT 
GREENHOUSES 
& FLORIST INC.

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480
814 GROVE STREET · CLIFTON

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”
Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:

Monsignor Peter J. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School

Donations can be sent to: 
St. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund · 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013

Ask your employer about matching gifts!

@
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139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton     outside

ROBERT C. HESS
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840 Van Houten Ave.              Clifton, NJ 07013
Parishioner,  Lector

CLIFTON: 1200 ROUTE 46 WEST (AT CORNER OF ST. PHILIP DRIVE)
WARREN: 15 MOUNTAIN BLVD · POINT PLEASANT: 1521 BEAVER DAM ROAD

DiFrancesco Bateman
ATTORNEY

F U N E R A L  H O M E

www.bizubquinlan.com
973-546-2000

Timothy J. Bizub, Manager

Wayne P. Marston

Thomas J. Bizub, Sr.

Edward C. Rich


