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Sixth Sunday of Easter  

May 10, 2026 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
Saturday Evening …….….…….……………………………… 5:30 PM 
Sunday…….……………..8:00 AM, 10:00 AM (Broadcast) & 12:00 PM 
Monday thru Saturday...………...…..………………………… 9:00 AM 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

  Every Saturday ……………………………………….……...…4:30 PM 
 

HOLY HOUR 
  Every Friday ………………………………….………9:30 to 10:30 AM 

   For a Communion visit and/or 
Anointing of  the Sick, 

please contact the Parish office. 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

My Dear Parishioners,  
 
 As the weeks of the Easter Season draw on, 
we hear more and more in the Scriptures at Holy 
Mass about God the Holy Spirit. We hear less and 
less about Jesus, or so it seems. 
 In the forty days between His Resurrection 
and His Ascension to Heaven, Jesus is—so to 
speak—weaning His disciples. He’s helping them 
realize that He’s not going to be with them in the 
same way anymore. He will be with them: He’ll be 
with them always, “unto the end of the age.” But He 
will not be with them physically as He was during 
the three years of His public ministry. He will not 
be at their sides to point the way or for them to talk 
face-to-face. 
 Yet God the Holy Spirit will make Jesus 
Christ present in a new way. In a sense, that’s what 
the Easter Season is designed by God to lead us to. 
Pentecost Sunday is not just the fiftieth of fifty days 
celebrating Jesus’ Resurrection. Pentecost is the 
culmination of the Season of Easter. As such, 
Pentecost is the celebration of God the Holy Spirit 
making Jesus present in this world in a new way: 
that is, the Church. 
 We hear about this new way in the midst of 
the Third Eucharistic Prayer at Holy Mass. Almost 
the whole second half of the Eucharistic Prayer—
following the consecration—is about the Church. 
The priest prays one petition after another on behalf 
of the Church. In the Third Eucharistic Prayer, in 
the second petition following the consecration, the 
priest prays: “… grant that we, who are nourished 
by the Body and Blood of your Son, and filled with 
his Holy Spirit, may become one body, one spirit in 
Christ.” This unity in Christ is what the Easter 
Season leads us towards and is the heart of the 
mystery of Pentecost. 
 This is one reason why the Church calls all 
of us—her children—together on the Lord’s Day: 
not only to be united with God through Holy 
Communion, but also to be united more strongly 
with each other. The Mass—like the whole 
Christian life—is not just about me and Jesus. 
Coming together through the Mass is the greatest 
way that God has to unite us poor, fallen sinners 
into the one body of the Church. The Holy Spirit is 
the One who helps us see why and how this is. 
 The Holy Spirit, like the ligaments that hold 
parts of our physical bodies together, binds us 

together to make us one body in Christ. Even when 
we are separated from our loved ones by great 
distances, or even by death itself, the Holy Spirit 
sustains our relationships. The Body of Christ 
cannot be diminished or destroyed by distance or 
death. Indeed, the Church is not limited to those 
among her children living on earth (called the 
Church Militant). She is also made up of those in 
Purgatory (the Church Suffering) and in Heaven 
(the Church Triumphant). 
 Even more challenging than the barriers of 
distance and death is that of division. The Holy 
Spirit helps us love others even when it is difficult 
to do so. The Power of the Holy Spirit helps us love 
others as God the Father loves them, part of which 
love is beckoning them into His embrace in Heaven. 
If you were to die, only to find your worst enemy at 
the Pearly Gates as the welcoming committee, 
would you refuse to enter? Is your lack of love for 
your enemy stronger than your love to be with God? 
 Likewise, the Power of the Holy Spirit helps 
us love others as God the Son loves them. More 
specifically, the Holy Spirit helps us love others as 
the Son loved them on Good Friday during those 
hours when He was fixed by nails to the Cross. In 
His divine intellect, Jesus at the hour of His death 
could see every human sinner in history, the future, 
and that solemn hour. Not only could Jesus see 
them, however. He loved them by offering His life 
for theirs. 
 Everyone around us is an important part of 
our spiritual life, whether we want them to be or 
not. Everyone plays a part in our journey on the 
Way of Christ Jesus. Sometimes that Way is 
narrow. Sometimes it demands reconciliation. The 
Holy Spirit is not interested in “cheap love”. The 
Holy Spirit leads us into the sort of love that led 
Jesus to Calvary: the sort of love which allowed 
Christ to embrace the Cross as His Father’s gift. 
  
Peace, 
Fr. Monteleone 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
 
HOLY DAY 
The Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord has 
been permanently transferred in the Dioceses of New 
Jersey, replacing the Seventh Sunday of Easter. This 
year that is Sunday, May 17, 2026 
All Sundays are Holy Days of Obligation. 
 



ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
 
To recognize the United States semiquincentennial 
anniversary, each grade level is preparing for our 
grand school wide celebration of the 250th 
anniversary. Students will travel 
throughout the school on May 
15 to learn about all things 
America. From monument 
replicas to an interactive wax 
museum and an all American 
luncheon sponsored by the HSA 
the day is sure to be amazing.  
 
Please keep our second graders and their families in 
your prayers as they prepare for First Holy 
Communion. The 2nd grade students will be attending 
a Jesus Retreat Day Friday May 8, 2026. They will 
watch a video, complete a craft and re-enact the Last 
Supper. 
 
Our 8th graders are working hard preparing for final 
exams and wrapping up the year with fun activities as 
they move towards Graduation in just one month. 
 
 

HELP WANTED 

MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER 
SPPS is seeking a Middle School long term substitute 
science teacher, to start immediately.  
Interested applicants may call the school  
at 973-779-4700 

Applications for New families for the 2026-2027 
School year are being accepted now. Applications can 
be found and submitted at stphilipprep.com under 
New Student Application. 

All detailed information regarding the school can be 
found on our website stphilipprep.com under 
2026-2027 Registration  
Any questions please contact the school at  
(973) 779-4700 
 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
 
DRIVE -BY BABY SHOWER 
The St.  Philip Parish Columbiettes and the St. Philip 
Preparatory School National Junior Honor Society 
will be sponsoring a Drive-By Baby Shower on 
Saturday, May 23rd from 9:30 - 11:00 AM. The Baby 
Shower is in honor of our Blessed Mother and all our 
mothers both with us and in heaven.  St. Mary’s 
Hospital Family Center in Passaic, which serves our 

surrounding areas, including Clifton will benefit from 
the items collected.  The following items are needed 
and greatly appreciated:  

 Baby food 
 Diapers (size 4 & up) 
 Baby wipes 
 New/Gently used clothes (Size: newborn, 

babies, toddler, young children up to 8 years 
old). 

 Boys & Girls pajamas, shoes, & socks (same 
sizes as above) 

 Boys & Girls underwear (toddler to young 
children) 

Items can be dropped off on Saturday morning, May 
23rd from 9:30 - 11:00 in the upper church parking lot 
by the basketball courts. *If raining, we will be under 
the awning that connects the church & school.  NJHS 
members will be available to help take items out of 
your car.   
We greatly appreciate your generosity to help those in 
need from our local community.   
 
Blessings,  
Sharon Festa - Columbiette Baby Shower Chair 
Katherine Bennett - St. Philip Preparatory School 
NJHS Adviser 

 
 

 



CARNIVAL 

St Philip's Annual Carnival is coming 
soon:  
Our Annual Carnival will be held June 
18,19,20. 3 fun filled days of rides, 
food, music, and laughs.  We are 
always looking for new volunteers. 
Please call Maureen Koehler at  973-
773-5161. 

Soda/Water Donations:  
We are now accepting soda and bottled water 
donations. All donations can be left at the auditorium 
doors. (Pepsi, Coke, Diet Pepsi, Diet Coke, Seltzer, 
Ginger Ale, Sprite, 7Up etc) 

Carnival Bake Sale:  
We will be accepting home made baked goods for our 
carnival bake sale. All donations can be dropped off 
starting June 17 and straight through June 20th on 
daily basis.   

Carnival super 50/50 raffles  
Our Super 50/50 books were mailed to all parishioners 
last week. We would appreciate if you can sell them to 
family friends etc over the next two months until June 
20th.  More tickers are available in the parish office if 
need be. Drawing will be June 20th at 10pm!  

Carnival Family/Business/Ride Booth 
sponsorships:  
The forms are available in the rear of the church and 
will also be online within the next 2 weeks,  All 
participants receive a banner in the auditorium or 
Booth/Ride with their family name or business name.  

White Elephant Sale: 
We will be doing our annual white elephant sale in the 
school gym. We will NOT be picking up items from 
peoples homes this year. Everything needs to be 
dropped off during the specified times. We will be 
announcing the required guidelines for items and days 
and times for drop off in the coming weeks.  

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES 

All are welcome at our next meeting in Marion Hall 
on Monday May 18.  Mass begins at 6:30- 
refreshments and comradery to follow!  Join us in 
celebration during this month of Mary. 

Johnny Cash Review Show 
Want to remember the “Man in Black”? 
The Prime Timers are going to Hunterdon Hills 
Playhouse on Thursday June 18th for the  
Johnny Cash Review Show.  The cost is $140 and 
includes your bus transportation from St. Philip’s 
Drive, a full lunch, the show and a fabulous all you 
can eat dessert bar.  
The playhouse does all their own baking and there are 
baked goods available for take-home purchase.  They 
also have fashion boutique.   
Come and join us we still have a few tickets left. 
Contact Mike Cervine 
(973)472-7505 
Michael.cervine@gmail.com 
 
Atlantic City Trip 
Prime Timers are going to Resorts Casino in 
Atlantic City on Tuesday, May 26 and also 
on Tuesday, June 23. Bus leaves from St. Philip Drive 
at 9:30 AM. Price is $50 for each.  
For tickets, please contact Jean R. at (973) 253-1619. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
This year our Parish is jumping with excitement as we 
are having Rainforest Falls, a special Vacation Bible 
Fun program created especially for Catholic children. 
Our program will provide memorable scripture-based 

activities, games, snacks and interactive Bible 
adventures. Children will collect Bible Memory- 
Buddies and People of Faith cards, and create fun 

crafts to take home. 
Rainforest Falls is an exciting way for kids to learn 

more about their faith. Each day concludes at 
Rainforest Falls Finale…a send off that celebrates that 
day. We hope Rainforest Falls will give our children a 

wonderful experience of fun and faith this summer.  
Rainforest Falls begins on July 27th and continues 

through July 31, 2026. 
Time 8:45 am to Noon daily. 

Save the dates!  
REGISTRATION  IS LIMITED TO 48 

CHILDREN…only $25 per child. 
Sign up in the Parish Office May 1-July 6, 2026. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WEDDING BANNS 
The following couple will be 
exchanging wedding vows: 

Hector Martinez and Michelle Keim 
 

THE NEWLY BAPTIZED 
 

 
Daniel Alberto 

 

 
Meadow Jen 

 
WITH THANKS 

 
Last weekend was another amazing turnout for our 

Food Collection!  Many parishioners who were at the 
12 noon Mass just pitched in and helped us load our 

cars with the heavy bags of food!  Remember, 
“Everything we do should be a result of our gratitude 

for what God has done for us.”  Lauryn Hill.   
We thank all the parishioners who so generously 

donated.  Remember, the food pantry needs 
volunteers, so if interested, please call  

Mary Ann 973-809-7120. 
 
 
 

“WHY, FATHER” by Fr. Emerson 

Q: Father, Jesus says He will ask the Father to send 
“another Advocate” . Does that mean Jesus is also 
an Advocate? Who is the other Advocate? And how 
does this Gospel reveal the unity of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit in the Trinity?  

A: This Gospel is a treasure chest of Catholic belief 
because, in just a few verses, Jesus reveals the mystery 
of the Most Holy Trinity: the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. 

Jesus says, “I will ask the Father, and He will give you 
another Advocate to be with you always.” Notice the 
three Persons: Jesus the Son asks, the Father gives, and 
the Holy Spirit comes . They are distinct 
Persons, but never separated in will, love, or divine 
mission. 

The word Advocate means helper, defender, 
counselor, or one who stands beside us. So yes, the 
Holy Spirit is the Advocate. But Jesus says “another” 
Advocate, which implies that there is already an 
Advocate: Jesus Himself . In fact, St. John later 
writes, “We have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). Jesus is our 
Advocate before the Father; the Holy Spirit is our 
Advocate dwelling within us and guiding the Church. 

This does not mean there are two competing helpers. It 
means the Son and the Spirit work together in perfect 
unity. Jesus saves us through His Passion, Death, and 
Resurrection; the Holy Spirit applies that saving grace 
to our souls, strengthens us, teaches us, and keeps us 
faithful. 

Jesus also says, “Whoever loves me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love him and reveal myself to him.” 
That is a clear hint of the unity of the Father and the 
Son. To love Jesus is to be drawn into the love of the 
Father. Jesus is not merely a prophet pointing to God; 
He shares divine life with the Father . 

Then Jesus says, “I will not leave you orphans.” What 
a powerful promise! Christianity is not God giving us 
rules and then walking away. God comes to dwell in us. 
Through the Holy Spirit, Christ remains present in His 
Church, in the sacraments, and in every baptized soul. 

So, this Gospel teaches us that we are not abandoned. 
Jesus intercedes for us, the Father loves us, and the 
Holy Spirit lives within us. The Trinity is not a puzzle 
to solve, but a divine communion of love into which we 
are invited. 

We are defended, guided, loved, and never left alone. 
 



PILGRIMAGE 2026 

PARISH GIVING 
 
Sunday Collection: May 4, 2025          $17,985.00                                                    
Sunday Collection: May 3, 2026     
 WEEKLY COLLECTION                                  $  14,954.00 
ONLINE GIVING DONATION                           $   6,400.00 
TOTAL                                                                  $ 21,354.00 
 

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR GENEROSITY THIS 
EASTER! 

EASTER COLLECTION 2025             $ 55,039.00 
EASTER COLLECTION 2026 (YTD) $  52,776.00        

Upcoming Second Collections: 
May 17- Holy Father- Peter’s Pence 
 

WE PRAY FOR…  

Frances Monteleone, Mark Schram 
A Time to be Healed…  
Rosanna Hampton, Philip Kutzenco, Angelo 
Torres, Nina Sova, Antonio Bussanich, James 
Jablonowski, Terry Kolenc, Wilson Torres, Arlene 
Pompeo, Tom Wilkinson, Lee Welch, Maya Hilario, 
Charles Nisivoccia, Sally Conselyea, Margaret Sikora, 
Maria Torres, David A. Ricca, Daisy Troope, 
Christopher Ivan George, Jack Insinga, Evelyn Kovacs, 
Colin Jones, Daniel DiRocco 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
 SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2026  
 8:00  Virginia Castiglia 
   Rosa Masino 
 10:00  Teresa Pivirotto 
   Stanislawa Skorupa 
   Robert Drozdowski 
   Carole Costabile 
 12:00  Fred Baram 
   Rosemarie Carlee 
 
MONDAY, MAY 11, 2026 
9:00 AM  Joseph Scafidi 
   Elmer Gentolia 
 
TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2026 
9:00 AM  Patricia Conigliaro   
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2026 
9:00 AM  Glenn Gary Gilbert 
 
THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2026  
9:00 AM  Ericka Francisco- Special Intentions  
   Estanislao Llames 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2026  
9:00 AM  Louise Stolarz 
   Erlinda Tumanda  
 
SATURDAY, MAY 16, 2026 
9:00 AM  All the Souls in Purgatory 
5:30 PM  Deceased members of the Festa and 

 Novaco Families 
   Maria Lotena Machado 
   Joseph B. Handel 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2026  
 8:00  All the People of the Parish 
 10:00  Louis P. Degnan 
   Connie Andolino 
   Michael Petullo 
   Thomas B. Hayes, Jr. 
   Louis F. DeStefano- 25th Anniversary 
 12:00  Deb Sirvidio 
   Fred Baram 
 
CANDLE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 10 
In Memory of Fred Baram 

- From Barbara Salzer 
  

The Recently Deceased… 
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MEMORIAL CHAPEL

470 Colfax Avenue • Clifton, NJ 07013 • 973-249-6111 • marroccos.com

Whether planning ahead or 

coping with loss, we provide 

guidance rooted in tradition 

and compassion, tailored 

to your needs and wishes.

Serving families with dignity 
and faith since 1899.

James J. Marrocco 
Owner/Manager 

Parishioner • Lic. #3320

Rosa Hernandez
Director • Lic. #4997

PHILIP SALVATORIELLO 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured

973.477.4681
philsal2025@gmail.com

ADDITIONS, KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 

TRIM, PAINTING, DECKS & DOORS

WINDOWS, SIDING & ROOFING

BARTLETT 
GREENHOUSES 
& FLORIST INC.

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480
814 GROVE STREET · CLIFTON

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”
Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:

Monsignor Peter J. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School

Donations can be sent to: 
St. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund · 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013

Ask your employer about matching gifts!

832 Clifton Avenue • Clifton, NJ 07013

Anthony N. Barbieri, PC

973-204-9266
a.barbieri@outlook.com

Attorney at Law
Wills • Real Estate • Bankruptcy  

Motor Vehicle Offenses

Free Consultation • $50 Discount with this Ad

Over 30 Years in Practice

House and weekend visits available.

RAY
GRABOWSKI

LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTOR
Clifton • New Jersey

Compliments Of

I Make 
House Calls!

 JEFFREY POMPEO

908-757-7800
jpompeo@newjerseylaw.net

Parishioner

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836    outside

The Law Offices of
ROBERT C. HESS

973-778-9310
840 Van Houten Ave.              Clifton, NJ 07013

Parishioner,  Lector

Clifton: 1200 Route 46 West (at corner of St. Philip Drive)
Warren: 15 Mountain Blvd · Point Pleasant: 1521 Beaver Dam Road

 DiFrancesco Bateman
ATTORNEY

F U N E R A L  H O M E

1313 VAN HOUTEN AVENUE • CLIFTON, NJ 07013

www.bizubquinlan.com
973-546-2000

Timothy J. Bizub, Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 4022

Wayne P. Marston
N.J. Lic. No. 4494

Thomas J. Bizub, Sr.
N.J. Lic. No. 2732
Edward C. Rich
N.J. Lic. No. 3562




