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My Dear Parishioners,

I will never forget the last time | missed
Sunday Mass. | was eleven years old and my dad,
brother, and myself joined some family and friends on
a camping weekend on the eastern end of Long Island.
It was a fun-filled trek, but due to bad weather and
slow children, we got out of the camp site later than
we expected on Sunday. We had picked out a Church
for Mass in advance, but by the time we got there we
had missed their last service. In the days before smart
phones, we struggled to find other options. |
remember us pulling into a Church and just pulling on
the locked doors, hoping we could get lucky. By
Sunday evening we had given up and started the long
drive home.

When we eventually pulled back into
Nesconset, my dad parked the car in the garage, took a
deep breath, and said to my brother and I: | know you
boys loved that trip, and so did I. But we won’t ever
go on it again, because | won’t ever put you in a
situation to miss Mass ever again. My brother and |
were annoyed. We didn’t do anything wrong; we truly
tried our best. Why the big deal?

In the years that followed, | learned to truly
value that experience. I’m glad my dad was so serious
about Sunday Mass. I’m grateful that it was non-
negotiable, and that everything else came second to
the Lord. | haven’t missed Mass since that day years
ago.

This weekend, we celebrate the great
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of
Christ. It should be celebrated with great pomp and
circumstance, as it is the reminder of the Source and
Summit of our Faith! Holy Mass, Adoration, the
reception of Holy Communion, are all highways of
grace and mercy pouring into our hearts. Our lives are
enriched and strengthened by this Bread of Angels,
granted to us by our merciful God. Of course,
receiving Holy Communion, sitting in Adoration, and
attending Sunday Mass are helpful... but does it really
matter if | skip it?

The real question is... what is more
important? Sure, we have busy schedules, family
functions, sporting events, and fun vacations. Those
are all worthy and important. But if Jesus Christ truly
died on a Cross, rose from the dead, and gave me His
Body and Blood to eat and drink, is there anything

more important? If the Mass really is the re-
presentation of Calvary, what could be a priority over
that? And if it is true that unless you eat the flesh of
the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have
life within you, then is there really any reason | would
avoid it?

The longer | have been a priest, the more
sympathetic | have become to the busy schedules of
family life. The complexities of modern life are real
and exhausting. But I also have become more grateful
for my dad’s line in the sand. Things are fun, and life
is busy, but if what I purport to believe about the
Eucharist is real, it must take pride of place. When |
don’t make the most important thing the most
important thing, everything else crashes. We’ve seen
that with our young people and families... divided,
disordered, wounded lives, because we’ve refused to
give anything up for Jesus.

A priest once told me, you can’t control most
things in your life, but you can almost always control
if you get to Mass on Sunday. If Jesus has really made
me promises about who He is and what the Eucharist
is, why wouldn’t | put everything second to that.
Control what we can control and come to Mass each
Sunday. Even though | was annoyed at the time, I’'m
grateful that my dad knew his priorities. Do we know
ours?

Peace,
Fr. Monteleone

Fr. Emerson will celebrate his final Mass with us on
Sunday, June 28th. He will celebrate the 10:00 AM
Mass. All are invited to the auditorium after Mass
for a catered brunch.

Please RSVP for the brunch by June 22 using the
link on our website at www.stphilip.org or by
calling Linda in the Parish Office at (973) 779-6200
if you are planning to attend.




The Class of 2027 will receive their class ring
Monday, June 8, 2026. We look forward to the 7th
graders shining as upperclassmen in September when
school reopens.

It's also moving up time for our early childhood wing.
Tuesday morning June 9, Pre-K 3 and 4 will have
their moving-up ceremonies. Kindergarten has worked
hard learning to read and write and do math and they
too are now ready to graduate. 1st grade here we
come!

Applications for New families for the 2026-2027
School year are being accepted now. Applications can
be found and submitted at stphilipprep.com under
New Student Application.

All detailed information regarding the school can be
found on our website stphilipprep.com under
2026-2027 Registration

Any questions please contact the school at

(973) 779-4700

All students PreK-3 through 8th grade enjoyed a fun
fill Field Day. Thanks to the 8th graders for their
leadership.

Congratulations to the Class of 2026 and their
families on their graduation!

St. Philip Prep Basketball Signups are now open for
boys and girls entering 3rd to 8th grade for the 2026-
2027 School Year.

This form MUST be filled out if your child intends to
try out this fall for the 2026-2027 Basketball Season.
(St. Philip School website hit dropdown box
/Programs/ Athletics/ Basketball Sign-ups)

Please note: We play in a
competitive league so prior
basketball experience s
recommended.

ROSARY SOCIETY

All are welcome to join us for our final :
meeting of the season in celebrating St “
Anthony. Mass begins at 6;30 on Monday

June 8 in Marian Hall with our annual

pizza party and fellowship to follow.

We look forward to seeing our parishioners at our
flower booth at the carnival!



PRIMETIMERS

Atlantic City Trip

Prime Timers are going to Resorts
Casino in Atlantic City on Tuesday,
June 23. Bus leaves from St. Philip
Drive at 9:30 AM. Price is $50 for each.
For tickets, please contact Jean R. at
(973) 253-1619.

St Philip's Annual Carnival is coming soon:
Our Annual Carnival will be held June
18,19,20. 3 fun filled days of rides,

food, music, and laughs. We are

always looking for new volunteers.

Please call Maureen Koehler at 973-
773-5161.

Soda/Water Donations:

We are now accepting soda and bottled water
donations. All donations can be left at the auditorium
doors. (Pepsi, Coke, Diet Pepsi, Diet Coke, Seltzer,
Ginger Ale, Sprite, 7Up etc)

Carnival Bake Sale:

We will be accepting homemade baked goods for our
carnival bake sale. All donations can be dropped off
starting June 17 and straight through June 20th on
daily basis.

Carnival super 50/50 raffles

Our Super 50/50 books were mailed to all
parishioners. We would appreciate if you can sell
them to family friends etc over the next few weeks
until June 20th. More tickets are available in the
parish office if need be. Drawing will be June 20th at
10pm!

Carnival Family/Business/Ride Booth
sponsorships:

The forms are available in the rear of the church and
will also be online within the next 2 weeks, All
participants receive a banner in the auditorium or
Booth/Ride with their family name or business name.

White Elephant Sale:

We will be doing our annual white elephant sale in the
school gym. We will NOT be picking up items from
people’s homes this year. Everything needs to be
dropped off during the specified times. We will be
announcing the required guidelines for items and days
and times for drop off in the coming weeks.

LIFE MINISTRY

The St. Philip Parish Columbiettes and the St. Philip
Preparatory School National Junior Honor Society
extend their heartfelt thanks to everyone who
contributed to our Drive-By Baby Shower benefiting
the St. Mary’s Hospital Family Center in Passaic.
Your kindness and generosity helped make this event
a wonderful success!



This year our Parish is jumping with excitement as we
are having Rainforest Falls, a special VVacation Bible
Fun program created especially for Catholic children.
Our program will provide memorable scripture-based

activities, games, snacks and interactive Bible
adventures. Children will collect Bible Memory-
Buddies and People of Faith cards, and create fun
crafts to take home.

Rainforest Falls is an exciting way for kids to learn
more about their faith. Each day concludes at
Rainforest Falls Finale...a send off that celebrates that
day. We hope Rainforest Falls will give our children a
wonderful experience of fun and faith this summer.
-Rainforest Falls begins on July 27" and continues
through July 31, 2026.

Time 8:45 am to Noon daily.
Save the dates!
REGISTRATION IS LIMITED
TO 48 CHILDREN...only $25 per
child.

Sign up in the Parish Office May 1-

July 6, 2026.

The following couple will be
exchanging wedding vows:
Matthew Bourquin

and Priscilla Andrade

Q: Father, why is belief in the Eucharist so essential to

the Catholic faith? & Did Jesus really mean that His
flesh is food and His blood is drink, or was He speaking
symbolically? Many Christians say He was speaking
figuratively. How do Catholics respond?

A: If you want to know what most clearly separates the
Catholic  Church  from many other Christian

communities, look at the Eucharist ™ B3 .

Catholics do not merely believe that Communion
reminds us of Jesus. We believe that the Eucharist is
Jesus—His Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity. This belief
is not a medieval invention. It comes directly from
Christ's words in John 6.

Jesus says: “I am the living bread that came down from
heaven... and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the

life of the world.”

The crowd immediately understands Him literally and
becomes disturbed & . They ask: ““How can this man
give us his flesh to eat?”

Now notice what Jesus does next. He does not say,
“Wait, you misunderstood me.” Instead, He intensifies
His language.

Earlier in the chapter, the ordinary Greek word for eating
is used. But beginning in John 6:54, Jesus switches to a
much stronger Greek verb: tpoyw (TRO-go), which
literally means “to chew,” “to gnaw,” or “to munch.”
Jesus says: ““Whoever eats (trago) my flesh and drinks my

blood has eternal life.” <

If Jesus intended only a symbol, this would have been the
perfect moment to clarify. Instead, many disciples leave

Him A A .Remarkably, Jesus lets them go.

This is one of the strongest arguments for the belief in the
Real Presence. When Jesus is misunderstood elsewhere,
He corrects people. Here, He doubles down.

The earliest Christians understood Him literally.
Consider Saint Ignatius of Antioch. Writing around A.D.
107—while memories of the apostles were still fresh—
he condemned those who denied that the Eucharist is
truly the flesh of Christ. Why is his testimony important?
Because he was a disciple of the Apostle John, the very
apostle who recorded John 6. [

The Eucharist is essential because it is not merely
something Jesus gives—it is Jesus giving Himself. @
That is why Catholics genuflect before the tabernacle,
adore the Blessed Sacrament, and carry the Eucharist in
Corpus Christi processions. 4«

Because if John 6 means what it says, then the greatest
treasure on earth is not merely a symbol of Christ.

It is Christ Himself. ()



SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 2026

8:00 All the People of the Parish
10:00 Marie D’Angelo
Sr. Jeanne Agans
Mary Feenan
Thomas Adamo
12:00 Donald Muller- 9" Anniversary
Fred Baram

MONDAY, JUNE 8, 2026

9:00 AM Rose Marie Wichowski

TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2026

9:00 AM Hilda Carlucci- 32" Anniversary
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2026

9:00 AM Dorothy Cervine
THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2026

9:00 AM Manuel and Milagros Amador
FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 2026

9:00 AM Richard T. Lindemann, Jr.
SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2026

Sunday Collection: June 1, 2025
Sunday Collection: May 31, 2026
WEEKLY COLLECTION

ONLINE GIVING DONATION
TOTAL

Upcoming Second Collections:
June 14 - Project Faith

$16,254.00

$ 12,238.00
$ 6,087.00
$ 18,325.00

9:00 AM Kathleen Laplaca

5:30 PM Antonio B. Garcia
Frances Cannata
Fran Kobernick

SUNDAY, JUNE 14, 2026

The Recently Deceased...
Sally Conselyea

A Time to be Healed...

Terry Kolenc, Wilson Torres, Arlene Pompeo, Tom

Wilkinson, Lee Welch, Maya Hilario, Margaret Sikora,

Maria Torres, David A. Ricca, Daisy Troope,

Christopher Ivan George, Jack Insinga, Evelyn Kovacs,

Colin Jones, Daniel DiRocco, Kate Doyle, Robert

Francis Sy

8:00 Leandro Salme- 4™ Anniversary
Samuel Raia
10:00 Carol Ann Madsen

Thomas McCreight

Jason Dollbaum

Iluminada Tobias Gran
12:00 All the People of the Parish
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coping with loss, we provide

guidance rooted in tradition




