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The Vineyard
Entrusted to Us

Matthew 21:33-43

' THIS WEEK...

Saying “Yes” to God’s call 1sn’t the Memorial of
same as bearing fruit. It’s on the Our Lady of the Rosary

latter that God will judge us at the

moment each of us dies. Merely The Rosary is a simple yet

powerful prayer that draws us

belonging to Church doesn’t mean closer to Jesus through the

entrance into Heaven. Maybe you loving intercession of the
and I are taking as much for granted Blessed Virgin Mary. As we

as those elders and chief priests. meditate on its mysteries, let us
entrust to God the places in our

From the Pastor’s Desk lives most in need of healing,

, , reconciliation, and peace.

SCHEDULE OF LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS
MASS | Daily - 9:00 AM ¢ Saturday (Vigil) - 5:30 PM ¢ Sunday - 8:00 AM ¢ 10:00 AM (Broadcast) * 12:00 PM
HOLY HOUR | Every Friday - 9:30 to 10:30 AM CONFESSION | Every Saturday - 4:30 PM

For Communion Visit and/or Anointing of the Sick, please contact the Parish Office.




FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK |

My Dear Parishioners,

Parables are often puzzling and intended to get
under your skin. This Sunday’s parable is no exception.

The parable’s setting is a vineyard, which in the
words of Sunday’s Responsorial refrain, symbolizes
“the house of Israel”: that is, the great mass of God’s
chosen People; or in other words, the “Family of God”.

Within the vineyard are several actors. The
parable’s landowner symbolizes God. The tenants
symbolize those at whom Jesus is aiming the parable:
that is, those whom God had entrusted with the care of
the vineyard. So, if the vineyard is Israel, then the
tenants are the leaders of Israel. Among them are the
chief priests and elders mentioned as Jesus’ audience.
Why, then, is Jesus trying to get under their skin? What
does Jesus think that they’re doing wrong?

You’ve all heard the saying, “Too many chiefs
and not enough Indians.” Likewise: “too many cooks
spoil the broth.” Those sayings get at the problem that
Jesus was addressing. The leaders of Israel were no
longer listening to the founder of Israel.

But who was the founder of Israel? Was it King
David? Moses? Abraham? No, the founder of Israel is
the Lord God of Hosts. The Psalmist says as much in
today’s Responsorial, when he cries out: “O Lord of
Hosts ... take care of this vine and protect what your
right hand has planted”.

But the chief priests and elders had forgotten
the place of the Lord in their lives. They thought that
they were the masters of Israel, rather than its
shepherds; that they were the landowners, rather than
the tenants; that they were the lords of the manor, rather
than the stewards. Jesus’ parable warns them to be
better stewards.

The action of the parable demonstrates just how

topsy-turvy these stewards are. Believing that they’re
the masters of the situation justifies, in their minds,
their beating and stoning of the landowner’s
messengers, and finally, their murder of his son.
Of course, you and | know how this parable
foreshadowed the events of Holy Week. The chief
priests, elders, and other leaders of Israel are not willing
to give up the claim to be masters. So, when they come
face-to-face with Jesus, who is the rightful heir to the
throne of Israel, there’s bound to be conflict. Like the
son in the parable, Jesus is seized and put to death.
Jesus is the “stone that the builders rejected” which
“has become the cornerstone”.

At the end of today’s Gospel Reading, Jesus—
with divine fore-knowledge—foretells the
consequence of Israel’s rejection of Him. Jesus speaks
formally and almost solemnly, declaring: “Therefore, |
say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away
from you [,] and given to a people that will produce its
fruit.” Who is this new people?

This new people is the body of Jesus’
followers: the Mystical Body of Christ. Jesus is the
cornerstone of this new foundation. The Church that

Jesus founded is the new lIsrael. This is the body of
Christians to which you and | belong. Jesus was
speaking of you and me when He foretold that the
*kingdom of God [would] be... given to a people that
will produce its fruit.”

But the question in front of us today is whether
we are producing spiritual fruit within the vineyard of
the Church. The Church chose this parable for
proclamation at this Sunday’s Mass not so that you and
I could learn a history lesson about the opposition that
Jesus faced two thousand years ago. We hear this
parable today in order to allow it to get under our skin.

Saying “Yes” to God’s call isn’t the same as
bearing fruit. It’s on the latter that God will judge us at
the moment each of us dies. Merely belonging to
Church doesn’t mean entrance into Heaven. Maybe you
and | are taking as much for granted as those elders and
chief priests.

To make a good examination of conscience in
this regard, and to consider how we might go froth and
bear fruit in the Lord’s vineyard, we might reflect on
two questions this week. First how much time do we
spend in the Lord’s vineyard; and second, what does it
mean to be a steward?

Peace,
Fr. Monteleone
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ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL |

This week, we welcomed our families to Saint
Philip for Back to School Night! Parents had the
opportunity to visit classrooms, meet our teachers, and
hear more about our vision for the year ahead. We
shared improvements already underway throughout the
building, including the newly painted hallway in the
Early Childhood wing, refreshed classrooms, and new
ceiling and lighting in our Intermediate and Middle
School wing. Families were also introduced to our new
St. Philip Eagle mascot and our SOAR core values of
Service, Ownership, Attitude, and Resilience, which
will help guide our students throughout the year. We
also shared some of our academic changes, plans for
our new STEM cart, and the development of our
Beyond the Bell after-school clubs. It was a great
evening to share not only what is new at Saint Philip,
but also where we are headed as a school.

Of course, our Eagles have been busy in the
classrooms too! First grade is working with greater
than, less than, and equal to, while second grade is
learning about the Sacrament of Baptism. Third grade
is exploring place value and learning what it means to
be a scientist, and our Middle School students are
working with plot diagrams, rational numbers,
Hispanic Heritage Month, and more. From our
youngest students to those preparing to take flight, we
are excited to see our students continue to learn,
explore, and put SOAR into action throughout the year.

COME WORK WITH US!

We are still seeking a Little Kaleidoscope Teacher for
our gifted and talented program which is a part-time
position. Teaching 3" and 4™ grade math and reading
to our 1% and 2" graders. 8 AM -12 PM Monday-
Friday. If you or someone you know is interested in
joining our team, please visit_https://rcdop.org/job-
opportunities to complete an application or contact the
school office for more information.

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

COLUMBIETTES

COLLUMBIETTE BLANKET MINISTRY

The next meetings will be Wednesday, October 7 & 21,
2026 at 10 AM in the Molloy Center. All crafters are
welcome! We will be partnering with the Knights’ coat
distribution and making hats and scarves to warm our
dear Clifton school children. For more information or
yarn and new fabric donations, please call Cathie
Murtha: 973-471-1265

COLUMBIETTES FUNDRAISER

Outback Steakhouse

191 Berdan Avenue, Wayne, NJ

$20.00 per ticket

Valid only on: Monday, October 5™ to Thursday,
October 8™ 2026.

Each ticket includes 1 appetizer per 2 tickets, choice of
entrée, salad, choice of side and dessert. This does not
include gratuity. The back of the flyer/ticket lists the
menu options. This flyer/ticket is good for lunch,
dinner or take-out. For further information or to
purchase tickets, please call Pat at 973-975-7744 or
email pattyscarp@aol.com.

Tickets will also be sold after the Masses on the
weekends of September 26/27 and October 3/4.

BOY SCOUTS

The annual Troop 21 Boy Scout

Pancake Breakfast will be held in the

St. Philip the Apostle Auditorium on

Sunday, October 11th from 8 AM to

12 PM (last seating at 11:30

am). Prices: Adults $18.00, seniors

$15.00, and children 12 and under $10.00. Children
under 4 eat free with a paying adult. Tickets can be
purchased at the door. Please come enjoy pancakes,
sausage, eggs, juice & coffee and support Troop
21!  For more information please contact:
troop21clifton@gmail.com

ROSARY SOCIETY

Saturday, October 10 Please join us at 8:30 AM to
pray the Rosary before the 9 AM Mass in honor of the
Feast of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary!

All Are Welcome! St Philip Rosary Society welcomes
all to our October 19th meeting. We begin at 6:30 PM
with Mass and the Rosary. Come once! Come twice!
Spend some time with Mary, Queen of the Rosary!



SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

LIFE MINISTRY

“Thousand Strong Rosary for Life”

On Tuesday, Oct. 13th at 7:00 PM

Our Lady of Fatima “1000 Strong Rosary for Life” on
Tuesday, Oct. 13th at 7:00 PM:

Please join the “1000 Strong Rosary for Life
Conference Call” on Tuesday, October 13 th at 7:00
PM which is being organized by LIFENET. Join priests
from all over NJ to pray for the Protection of Babies in
the Womb and in reparation for the sin of abortion.
Note: October 13th is the 109" anniversary of the
‘Miracle of the Sun’ at Fatima. Our Lady wants us to
pray the rosary! For more info: 973-497-4520.

To join via conference call, register at:
lifeneteducation.org/1000strong

Conference Call Number: 1-401-252-0031; Code:
759297#

FILIPINO-AMERICAN GROUP

ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE HANDBELL CHOIR

Join us for rehearsals Mondays at 6 PM.

Starting October 5" Handbells ring seasonally at
Lessons & Carols and on Christmas Eve and Palm
Sunday. New Ringers Welcome - high school age and
up! Questions? See us after mass!

Frank Hydash, Music Director

or email: dorothyd318@gmail.com

All music ministries are open to persons high school
age and up. For those preparing for Confirmation,
participation in one of our music ministries is a great
way to fulfill service hours! Regular attendance at
rehearsals is expected.




KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
2026 “Coats for Kids” Drive
We will again be collecting contributions for our
annual Coats-for-Kids Drive through Sunday Oct. 25.
Last year, through the generosity of everyone we were
able to give out over 200 warm winter coats to our less
fortunate neighbors right here in Clifton. We’d love to
surpass that this year as the need is still great. Coats
cost us approximately $285 per box of 12 but all
contributions, great or small, help out tremendously.
Please make checks out to K of C Council 11671, note
in the memo area: Coats 4 Kids and mail them to the
address below or drop the envelope into the collection
basket.

St. Philips Knights of Columbus

Coats-4-Kids

797 Valley Rd.

Clifton, N.J. 07013

GOD BLESS THE NEWLY BAPTIZED

Lucy
Nicole
Ava
Juliette
Dean
Emanuele

WEDDING BANNS

The following couples will be
exchanging wedding vows:

Peter Nazario & Nikaela Baldovino

Mark Bigica & Theresa Natoli

PARISH TRIP

Contact the Parish Office or Virginia Sipin 973-760-
8484

DIOCESAN EVENTS

GOLD and SILVER WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY MASS
Couples, were you married in 2001, 1976 or 19667?
The Diocese of Paterson invites you to celebrate your
60+, 50" or 25" wedding anniversary during a special
Mass to be offered at the Cathedral of St. John the
Baptist in Paterson, NJ. Bishop Sweeney will serve as
main celebrant on this joyful occasion to be held:
Sunday, November 1, 2026 at 3:00pm.
Arrangements can be made by contacting our Parish
Office. The deadline to register is Friday, October
16, 2026. You will receive additional information from
the Office of Family Life once your registration has
been processed.

Congratulations on this joyous occasion!



DIOCESAN MINISTRIES APPEAL

2026 Diocesan Ministries Appeal

“Be a Good Samaritan.”
The theme for this year’s Appeal is “Be a Good
Samaritan,” reminding us of Christ’s call to extend a
loving hand to those in need. This year, we are offering
special support to our At-Risk Youth
Program in Paterson, which empowers
young people to navigate adolescence,
succeed academically and pursue higher
education, serving as a powerful
alternative to negative outside influences.
You can transform the lives and futures of these youth
by donating to the Diocesan Ministries Appeal. Scan
the QR code below or visit www.2026appeal.org to
make a gift today.

HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

PARISH GIVING

Sunday Collection: September 28, 2025 $ 14,236.00
Sunday Collection: September 27, 2026

WEEKLY COLLECTION $10,956.00
ONLINE GIVING DONATION $ 7,306.00
TOTAL $18,262.00
2"° CoLL.- PROJECT FAITH $ 1,993.00

Upcoming Second Collections:
October 11-Project Faith

WE PRAY FOR... |

For the Recently Deceased...
Leonard Vincent Ciccone, John Lagomarsino

A Time to be Healed...

Terry Kolenc, Wilson Torres, Arlene Pompeo,

Tom Wilkinson, Lee Welch, Maya Hilario, Margaret
Sikora, Maria Torres, David A. Ricca, Daisy Troope,
Christopher Ivan George, Jack Insinga, Colin Jones, Kate
Doyle, Isabel Pereiras, James Jablonowski, Michelle
Garcia, Pierre Celestin

MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2026

8:00 Francis, Miriam and Kevin O’Brien
Lino Calello- 2" Anniversary
10:00 Grace Alfieri

Veronica and Frank Dudash
Richard Lindemann, Jr.
Cliff Muddell

Loretta and Ralph Pennella
Rosario Impoco

12:00

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2026

9:00 AM Antonio Nastasi- 100h Anniversary
Lourdes Velasquez

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2026
9:00 AM Jean Tarnowski

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2026
9:00 AM Francis Buonomo

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2026
9:00 AM Josephine lacullo

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2026
9:00 AM Sally Giglio

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2026
9:00 AM Jerry and Millie Scrosia
5:30 PM Francene Rozman
James Hitchison
June Anton

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2026

8:00 All the People of the Parish
10:00 Francesco Pugliano
Rita Klunder
Deceased members of the Makowski
Family

Clifford Muddell
Ronald Keossy
Connie Andolino

12:00

CANDLE WEEK OF OCTOBER 4TH

In Memory of Ralph & Loretta Pennella
-With love from Jane & Walter Beck

FLOWERS WEEK OF OCTOBER 4TH
Special Intentions for the Sipin Family.




ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME

973-773-6666 660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ 973-546-4700
Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011, Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

PHILIP SALVATORIELLO M ={ | A4 NG OR s ELLI NG‘)

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Ranked #1 Realtor®

in Chfton Residential & Commercial CALL MR. & MRS. REAL ESTATE
Mahmoud ljbara y Fulyinsured A Husband and Wife Team...
Realtor® ADDITIONS, KITCHENS & BATHROOMS Must be a Dream!

ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING
TRIM, PAINTING, DECKS & DOORS Rickey DiMaria

Broker/Owner
WINDOWS, SIDING & ROOFING 973-714-9606

973.477.468|

philsal2025@gmail.com Joseph Siano
Licensed NJ Real Estate Agent
973-563-1449

@Eﬂﬂmmgw& MASONRY

GUTTERS WWW.JKREALTY.COM

R O O F ’ N G DECK REPAIR 973-472-7000

$1500 OFF

Any New Roof Replacement

646.764.9599
mahmoud@ijbaragroup.com
www.cliftonsold.com

#1 Most Sold Homes in Clifton

We Find &
Fix Leaks!

20% OFF

Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter,
Masonry Repair & SENIORS

Family Owned/Operated « Lic. #13VH0934200 * Bonded & Insured = 20+ Years

C 732-589-9967 scwies 4 o 72ew fersey

chhook

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013
Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

(973) 471-9620 | ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com | www.ShookFH.com

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 inside




1313 VAN HOUTEN AVENUE « CLIFTON, NJ 07013
www.bizubquinlan.com

973-546-2000

TiMOTHY J. B1ZUB, MANAGER
N.J. Lic. No. 4022

WAYNE P. MARSTON
N.J. Lic. No. 4494

B17ZUB-
QUINLAN

FUNERAL HOME

THOMAS J. B1zUB, SR.
N.J. Lic. No. 2732

Epwarp C. RicH
N.J. Lic. No. 3562

J E FF R]gl %Ceggt]é’mlar? E 0 Parishioner

ATTORNEY
. 908-757-7800

Jpomp jerseylaw.net

CuiFton: 1200 Route 46 WEST (AT CORNER OF ST. PHLIP DRIVE)
WAaRReN: 15 MounTaN B « PoiNT PLeasanT: 1521 Beaver Dam Roap

I Make
House Calls!

BARTLETT
GREENHOUSES
& FLORIST INC.

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & %Neddmgs

471-6480

814 GROVE STREET - CLIFTON

Compliments Of

IRAN
GRABONSKI

[FPANDSCABE:
CONTRAGIOR

Clifton + New Jersey

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”

Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:
Monsignor Peter ]. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School

Donations can be sent to:
§t. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund - 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013
Ask your employer about matching gifts!

The Law Offices of
ROBERT C. HESS
973-778-9310

840 Van Houten Ave. Clifton, NJ 07013
Parishioner, Lector

Whether planning ahead or

coping with loss, we provide

guidance rooted in tradition
and compassion, tailored
to your needs and wishes.

MARROCCO
MEMORIAL CHAPEL
470 Colfax Avenue -« Clifton, NJ 07013 » 973-249-6111 - marroccos.com

1398 (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC ¢ P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

FOR ALL YOUR HOME REMODELING NEEDS

John Niejadlik, Owner
Fully Insured, Licensed & Bonded / NJ Lic. #13VH06835100

FREE ESTIMATES!

973.634.1736 - John@hminj.com

Serving families with dignity
and faith since 1899.

James J. Marrocco
Owner/Manager
Parishioner ¢ Lic. #3320

Rosa Hernandez
Director ¢ Lic. #4997

outside




