


FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

My Dear Parishioners, 
 One of the great blessings of my priesthood was 
spending my first three years at St. Joseph in Mendham, 
which had the oldest church building in our diocese that 
dates to 1853. I loved encountering the diversity of 
Mendham and soaking in the beauty of that magnificent 
chapel. But my favorite part was interacting with the 
abundant young children who made up the parish 
school and teaching them about the Church and our 
beautiful chapel. One of my favorite memories 
involved me giving a tour of the chapel in all its beauty, 
and one of the kids asking me, “Is this yours? Do you 
own it?” It was an understandable question, and I 
simply replied, “No, it belongs to all of us!”… to which 
the little boy gasped in amazement, and responded, 
“Wow… I’m rich!” 
 What a great response! He was confident that 
the treasures of the Church were his treasures as well! 
He was not annoyed or upset that money had been used 
to build a beautiful Church. Even in his youth, he was 
confident that a beautiful Church showed people’s love 
for the Lord, and a desire to give their very best back to 
their Creator. 
 However, my favorite part of the chapel was 
not the beautiful altar or stencil work on the ceiling, but 
when the school children came to worship together as 
a class and bring a can of soup or vegetables for the 
Market Street Mission in Morristown.   
 This is exactly the rhythm intended by the Lord 
in our Gospel this weekend. At first glance, it seems 
strange that Jesus expresses that the first and greatest 
law is to love God with all your heart, soul, and mind. 
He is God, after all, so He’s demanding that love for 
Him needs to come first? And loving everyone else 
comes after that? The modern world tells us something 
very different… be nice to your neighbor, and then, if 
you have extra time and resources, you can give them 
to God. But He would be upset if you wasted it on Him 
in the first place. 
 Jesus doesn’t put love of the Lord as the first 
and greatest law because He is needy and annoyed 
when we love other things. He knows that if we don’t 
return our best to our Creator, then nothing else makes 
sense. If I try to love other things without loving God, 
I quickly burn out and become bitter. Maybe I can love 
my neighbor in certain situations, but it quickly runs 
out and becomes stale. Because I am made in the image 
and likeness of God, my life will never make sense until 
I return my best to Him. Once I give God my whole 
heart, soul, and mind, everything else is unlocked. 
When I give God my very best, it isn’t that I have less 
to give to others… I actually have more to give, 
because I am more connected to my Creator! 
 This is why beautiful Churches and Holy Hours 
are not wastes of resources and time, as the modern 
world tells us. They are the prerequisite to true service 
and self-gift. At the same time, a supposed love of the 
Lord that doesn’t overflow into love of my neighbor is 

tragically lacking. One who truly gives their best to the 
Lord cannot help but overflow into service of neighbor. 
The two go hand in hand. 
 In the life of the Christian, there is no 
dichotomy between love of the Lord and love of 
neighbor. The two feed each other, and the quaint 
chapel and school children bringing food to the less 
fortunate are a powerful image of this. Am I giving the 
Lord my best? Or am I holding things back from my 
Creator? And does my love of the Lord send me out the 
back door into service and love of those in need? When 
we give the Lord our best, we are indeed rich, and we 
enrich the lives of all those around us. 
 Peace, 
Fr. Monteleone 
 

ALL SAINTS & ALL SOULS SCHEDULE 
SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS 

Sunday, November 1st 8 AM , 10 AM & 12 PM 
 

COMMEMORATION OF ALL THE DEPARTED 
(All Souls’ Day) 

Monday, November 2nd, 9 AM 
Loved ones are remembered during all Masses 

celebrated during the month of November and their 
names will be placed by the statue of Mary in the 

church. 
We invite you to write the names of your beloved, 
faithful departed relatives and friends on the paper 

provided. This will be available throughout the month 
of November. 

 
PASTORAL TEAM 

 

Rev. David Monteleone - Pastor 
FrMonteleone@stphilip.org 
 
 

Rev. Paul Octubre - Parochial Vicar 
POctubre@stphilip.org 
 

Rev. Frank Lennie - In-Residence 
 

Dcn. Robert G. Ayers - Deacon (Retired) 
DeaconBob@stphilip.org 
 

Mrs. Jennifer Higgins - Principal 
Principal.Higgins@stphilipprep.com 
 

Mrs. Denise Pannullo - Faith Formation 
DPanullo@stphilip.org 
 

Ms. Vicky Velasco - Confirmation Program 
VVelasco@stphilip.org 
 

Mr. Frank Hydash - Director of Music 
FrankHydash@rocketmail.com 
 

Mr. Carlos Arias - Maintenance Supervisor 
CArias@stphilip.org 
 

Mrs. Patricia Pinke - Business Office, LYPC 
PPinke@stphilip.org 
 

Mrs. Debbie Neglia - School Secretary, LYPC 
Debbie.Neglia@stphilipprep.com 
 

Ms. Linda Siluk and Mr. James Marrocco - Lay 
Trustees 



VIVERE CHRISTUS 
 
Congratulations to Mrs. Debbie DeLuca! 
2026 Vivere Christus Award Recipient 
 
 With great joy and gratitude, we congratulate 
Mrs. Debbie DeLuca, St. Philip the Apostle Parish’s 
recipient of the 2026 Vivere Christus Award from the 
Diocese of Paterson! Debbie received this special 
recognition from Most Rev. Kevin J. Sweeney, Bishop 
of Paterson, on Sunday, October 18, 2026, at the 
Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in Paterson, New 
Jersey. 
 The Vivere Christus Award, meaning “To Live 
Is Christ” (Philippians 1:21), recognizes individuals 
throughout the Diocese of Paterson who have 
demonstrated exceptional dedication, faithful service, 
and a living witness to Christ within their parish 
communities. 
 For over 50 years, Debbie has been a faithful 
and devoted member of St. Philip the Apostle Parish. 
Together with her husband, Don, she has been actively 
involved in parish life, generously sharing her time, 
talents, and faith. For more than 20 years, Debbie has 
served as a Faith Formation catechist, helping 
generations of children come to know and love Jesus 
Christ. Her cheerful spirit, unwavering faith, and 
generous heart have been a true blessing to our parish 
family. 
 Debbie and Don are also blessed with their 
daughter, Kristen, and a grandson, who bring much joy 
to their family. 
 Congratulations, Debbie, on this well-
deserved recognition! Your life of faith and service 
beautifully reflects the spirit of the Vivere Christus 

Award. We thank you for 
your many years of 
dedication and for 
reminding us, through 
your joyful example, 
what it truly means to 
live for Christ. 
        May God continue 
to bless you, Don, and 
your entire family. Your 
St. Philip parish family is 
truly blessed to have 
you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
  
 Our classrooms were filled with curiosity and 
discovery this week! First graders explored the long /e/ 
sound and learned about sound waves in Science. 
Second and third graders studied Christopher 
Columbus, tracing his voyages and learning about the 
ships that carried him across the ocean. Third grade 
also began exploring the scientific method, 
investigating whether a permanent marker really lives 
up to its name! Fourth graders learned about the life and 
accomplishments of Leonardo da Vinci, while fifth 
grade explored variables during their STEM activities. 
 Faith continues to be an important part of our 
students’ education. Our youngest Eagles learned about 
helping others and showing kindness through their 
Religion lessons. Sixth graders studied the saints and 
completed oral presentations, while seventh grade 
explored the Rosary. In Language Arts, students 
worked with figurative language and personal 
narratives. Our sixth-grade readers began Prisoner B-
3087, a powerful historical novel about a young boy's 
experiences during the Holocaust, while eighth graders 
prepared for the HSPT and read Edgar Allan Poe. 
 From solving equations with variables in Math 
to learning about families, colors, and numbers in 
Spanish, our Eagles continued to build their knowledge 
and skills across the curriculum. It was another busy 
week at St. Philip Preparatory School! 
 

COME WORK WITH US 
 

St. Philip Preparatory School is still seeking a Little 
Kaleidoscope Teacher for our gifted and talented 
program which is a part-time position. Teaching 3rd and 
4th grade math and reading to our 1st and 2nd graders. 8 
AM -12 PM Monday- Friday. 
 If you or someone you know is interested in 
joining our team, please visit https://rcdop.org/job-
opportunities to complete an application or contact the 
school office for more information. 

 
GOD BLESS THE NEWLY BAPTIZED 

Aarav Singh 



FAITH NOTES 
 
I Believe in the Communion of Saints 
 Every Sunday at Mass, we profess in the Creed: 
“I believe in the communion of saints.” We say these 
words so regularly that we may easily overlook how 
beautiful they are. They remind us that the Church is 
greater than what we can see. Traditionally, the Church 
speaks of this one communion as the Church 
militant—we who are still making our pilgrimage and 
striving for holiness here on earth; the Church 
suffering—the faithful departed undergoing 
purification; and the Church triumphant—the saints 
who already rejoice in the glory of heaven. These are 
not three different Churches, but one Church, one Body 
of Christ. Death does not destroy this communion 
because in Christ, we remain united to one another. 
 This is worth remembering as we approach 
Halloween. Today, Halloween is largely a civil and 
commercial celebration—costumes, decorations, 
candy, parties, and plenty of things designed to frighten 
us. There is nothing necessarily wrong with enjoying 
these traditions. But as Catholics, we should remember 
that the very name Halloween comes from All 
Hallows’ Eve, the evening before All Saints’ Day. 
Rather than allowing the secular celebration to 
overshadow our faith, Halloween can actually become 
an opportunity to rediscover what these days are truly 
about. 
 On November 1, the Solemnity of All Saints, 
the Church turns our attention toward the Church 
triumphant. We celebrate not only the canonized 
saints whose names we know, but the countless men 
and women who now share the joy of eternal life with 
God. They remind us that holiness is not reserved for a 
select few. It is the vocation of every baptized 
Christian. The saints were ordinary human beings who 
allowed the grace of God to transform them, and their 
lives remind us, the Church militant, of what we 
ourselves are called to become. 
 Then, on November 2, the Commemoration 
of All the Faithful Departed—All Souls’ Day, our 
attention turns in a particular way toward the Church 
suffering, especially the souls in purgatory. We 
remember our parents and grandparents, relatives and 
friends, parishioners and loved ones who have gone 
before us. But we do more than remember them. We 
pray for them. Our Catholic faith teaches us that the 
bonds of the Body of Christ continue beyond death. We 
offer Masses and prayers for the faithful departed, 
entrusting them to the mercy of God and praying for 
their purification and entrance into the fullness of 
heaven. 
 Seen this way, these three days belong together. 
Halloween reminds us of the saints; All Saints 
reminds us of our destiny; and All Souls reminds us 
of our responsibility to pray for those who have gone 
before us. Instead of allowing Halloween to be only 
about costumes, candy, and frightening images, we can 
quite literally make Halloween all about holiness. 

Children—and even adults—can dress up as their 
favorite saints and learn the stories behind them. 
Families can discover a new saint together, talk about 
the faith and good values we received from loved ones 
who have died, visit a cemetery and pray for the faithful 
departed, have a Mass offered for a deceased loved one, 
or pray together for the souls in purgatory. In these 
simple ways, what has become largely a secular 
celebration can become an opportunity to strengthen 
and pass on our Catholic faith. 
 Perhaps these days give us an opportunity to 
take seriously once again those familiar words of the 
Creed: “I believe in the communion of saints.” The 
Church militant, the Church suffering, and the Church 
triumphant are one family in Christ. In a culture that 
often treats death either with fear or avoidance, our 
faith teaches us to look at it with hope. We honor the 
saints because they show us where we are going. We 
pray for the dead because love does not end at the 
grave. And we continue our own journey of holiness, 
trusting that one day, by God’s grace, we will all be 
gathered together in the eternal communion of His 
saints. 
 
by Fr. Paul Vincent Octubre 
Parochial Vicar 
 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

 



PARISH TRIP

Please contact the Parish Office, at (973)779-6200 or 
Virginia Sipin at (973) 760-8484

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES
FILIPINO-AMERICAN GROUP

PRIMETIMERS
Prime Timers Holiday Excursion
          Some unusual circumstances have enabled the 
Prime Timers to add several more seats for our Holiday 
Excursion to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse for their 
famous Holiday Extravaganza on Tuesday, Dec. 2. The 
day includes bus transportation to/from Hunterdon 
Hills and St. Philip’s Drive, a full holiday dinner
including their famous “all-you-can eat dessert bar” 
and the holiday show. Hunterdon Hills also has a 
clothing and novelty boutique and their homemade 
bake shop. The cost for the tip is only $140 per person 
which includes the bus driver’s tip. The trip is open to 
anyone, not just Prime Timers. 
         If interested call either Mike Cervine (973)472-
7505 or Flo Campanella (973)471-3976.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

LIFE MINISTRY
New Jersey Right To Life
2026 Respect Life Raffle
Tickets are $10.00 each

1 st Prize: 2027 Volvo XC 40 All-Wheel Drive 
SUV
2 nd Prize: Shoprite Gift Card valued at $1,000.
3 rd Prize: Shoprite Gift Card valued at $750.
4 th Prize: Shoprite Gift Card valued at $500.

As in past years, Debbie Harley will be in the vestibule 
of the church selling raffle tickets after all the Masses 
on the weekend of November 7th and 8th 2026. This is 
New Jersey Right to Life’s only fundraiser for the year. 
Your generosity and support for the babies in the womb 
are greatly appreciated. Thank you for your support!

COLUMBIETTES
FOOD DRIVE

Saturday, November 7, 2026
       10 AM to 2 PM

STOP AND SHOP
Broad Street, Clifton

Please support the Columbiettes.
Donations will benefit

Father English Center and
St. Michael’s
Food Pantries



FROM THE DIOCESE 
You may have already heard that the New Jersey 
Catholic Conference has issued an “Action Alert” – 
see: 
https://www.votervoice.net/NJCC/Campaigns/139845
/Respond encouraging NJ Voters to contact Governor 
Sherrill’s Office, asking her to “Opt NJ Into the 
Federal Scholarship Tax Credit”. 
 As you are aware, if the Governor “opts in” 
there could be very significant scholarship funds 
available that would allow many more parents and 
families to choose to send their children to our Catholic 
schools. You can find additional information and 
resources on our Diocesan Website at: 
https://rcdop.org/federal-education-tax-credit. 
 You might also be aware that, on this past 
Friday, Oct. 9th, Governor Kathy Hochul (officially) 
confirmed that New York will “opt in” on the Tax 
Credit program. Archbishop Hicks and the bishops of 
New York offered the following statement through the 
NY Catholic Conference:  
https://www.nyscatholic.org/posts/empowering-new-
york-families-nys-bishops-statement-governor-
hochul-opting-federal-scholarship-tax-credit. 

 
 

PARISH GIVING 
 
Sunday Collection: October 19, 2025      $ 17,787.00 
Sunday Collection: October 18, 2026     
 WEEKLY COLLECTION                                  $ 10,931.00 
ONLINE GIVING DONATION                   $  9,324.00 
TOTAL                                                                     $  20,255.00 
2ND COLL- MISSION SUNDAY          $    2,440.00 
Upcoming Second Collections: 
Nov 8th Catholic Home Missions 
 

WE PRAY FOR…  
 
For the Recently Deceased… 
Marie Sullivan, Patricia L. Chlada 
 
A Time to be Healed…  
Terry Kolenc, Wilson Torres, Arlene Pompeo,  
Tom Wilkinson, Lee Welch, Maya Hilario, Margaret 
Sikora, Maria Torres, David A. Ricca, Daisy Troope, 
Christopher Ivan George, Jack Insinga, Colin Jones, 
Kate Doyle, Isabel Pereiras, James Jablonowski, 
Michelle Garcia, Pierre Celestin, Benjamin Abate, 
Jacqueline Vanak 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2026  
 8:00  Kimberly Glinkin  
   Mildred Scrosia 
 10:00  Donna DeMartino 
   Deceased members of the Esser and 

 Provost Families 
   Evelyn Kovacs 
   Marid Carmen Torres 
   Deceased members of the Rosary  
   Society 
 12:00  Donald Muller 
   Connie Andolino 
 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2026 
9:00 AM   Teresita Pacturan 
 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2026 
9:00 AM  Deceased members of the Saam   
                        Family 
  
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2026 
9:00 AM  Georgie Octubre 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2026  
9:00 AM  Lester and Antonio Roque 
 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2026  
9:00 AM  Irene Chmura  
   Joaquin and Clara Roque 
 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2026 
9:00 AM  Violet and Joseph Lapinski 
   Virginia and Litardo Sipin 
5:30 PM  Joseph Jasionowicz- 10th Anniversary 
   Elise Doychak- 21st Anniversary 
   Angeles ‘Lito” Cabigao 
 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2026  
ALL SAINTS DAY 
 8:00  All the People of the Parish 
 10:00  Babies taken from the womb 
   Deceased members of the Llames and 

 DeRamos Families 
   Salvatore Capriglione 
   Manuel and Filipina Bacani 
 12:00  Frances Monteleone 
   Vincenzo Pizzi- 4th Anniversary 
 
FLOWERS WEEK OF OCTOBER 25TH 
Special Intentions for the Roque Family 
  



PHILIP SALVATORIELLO
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured

973.477.4681
philsal2025@gmail.com

TOR
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ADDITIONS, KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 

TRIM, PAINTING, DECKS & DOORS

WINDOWS, SIDING & ROOFING

9
phils

WIND
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BUYING OR SELLING?

973-472-7000
WWW.JKREALTY.COM

Rickey DiMaria
Broker/Owner

973-714-9606
Rickey@RickeyDiMaria.com

Joseph Siano
Licensed NJ Real Estate Agent

973-563-1449
JosephSianoJr@gmail.com

A Husband and Wife Team...
Must be a Dream!

CALL MR. & MRS. REAL ESTATE
Ranked #1 Realtor®
in Clifton

Mahmoud Ijbara
Realtor®

646.764.9599
mahmoud@ijbaragroup.com
www.cliftonsold.com

#1 Most Sold Homes in Clifton

973-773-6666                                                                            973-546-4700

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836        inside

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013

(973) 471-9620   |   ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com   |   www.ShookFH.com

Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME
660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ

Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011,  Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

MASONRY 

GUTTERS 

DECK REPAIRROOFING
&

We Find &
Fix Leaks!

Serving All of New Jersey732-589-9967

$1500 OFF
Any New Roof Replacement

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter,
Masonry Repair & SENIORS



John Niejadlik, Owner
Fully Insured, Licensed & Bonded / NJ Lic. #13VH06835100

FOR ALL YOUR HOME REMODELING NEEDS

973.634.1736  John@hminj.com

F R E E  E S T I M A T E S ! 

MARROCCO
MEMORIAL CHAPEL

470 Colfax Avenue  Clifton, NJ 07013  973-249-6111  marroccos.com

Whether planning ahead or 

coping with loss, we provide 

guidance rooted in tradition 

and compassion, tailored 

to your needs and wishes.

Serving families with dignity 
and faith since 1899.

James J. Marrocco
Owner/Manager 

Parishioner  Lic. #3320

Rosa Hernandez
Director  Lic. #4997

BARTLETT 
GREENHOUSES 
& FLORIST INC.

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480
814 GROVE STREET · CLIFTON

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”
Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:

Monsignor Peter J. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School

Donations can be sent to: 
St. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund · 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013

Ask your employer about matching gifts!

RAY
GRABOWSKI

LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTOR
Clifton  New Jersey

Compliments Of

I Make 
House Calls!

 JEFFREY POMPEO

908-757-7800
jpompeo@newjerseylaw.net

Parishioner

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton     outside

ROBERT C. HESS
973-778-9310

840 Van Houten Ave.              Clifton, NJ 07013
Parishioner,  Lector

CLIFTON: 1200 ROUTE 46 WEST (AT CORNER OF ST. PHILIP DRIVE)
WARREN: 15 MOUNTAIN BLVD · POINT PLEASANT: 1521 BEAVER DAM ROAD

DiFrancesco Bateman
ATTORNEY

F U N E R A L  H O M E

www.bizubquinlan.com
973-546-2000

Timothy J. Bizub, Manager

Wayne P. Marston

Thomas J. Bizub, Sr.

Edward C. Rich


